Britain supports resumption 
of Jordanian- PLO dialogue 



By l^n Rockingham 
Star London Correspondent 

LONDON — British support for the talks 
in Amman between His Majesty King 
Hussein and the Palestine Litxralion Or- 
ganization leader Mr Yasser AraTat has 
provided the most positive element in 
Anglo-Arab relations in the past week. On 
Monday, a Toreign office spokesman in 
London said: “We welcome the resump- 
tion of the talks between King Hussein 
and Mr Arafat as an encouraging sign and 
, wc look to a sustained revival of efforts 
towards a negotiated settlement". 

In a week that inciiidcd visits to London 
by the Saudi Crown Prince, Abdullah Bin 
Abdelaziz and the American Defence Se- 
cretary. Mr Caspar Weinberger, it may 
seem strange to single out the British en- 
dorsomenl of the talks in Amman as the 
most important event. But this is, in fact, 

News Analysis 

the case since the Saudi Prince’s visit is 
seen as less Important than the Amman 
talks aimed at achieving a.Jordanian- 
Palestinian accord. And later th'is month, 
.when Queen Elizabeth pays a state visit to 
Jordan, Britain will devote even greater 
importance to events in Amman. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, on his first vi- 
sit beyond the Arab world since becoming 
crown prince, arrived from Damascus 
where he had made an important inter- 
vention in the negotiations to secure a 
ceasefire and polilicai settlement in ILeba- 
non. He held confidential talks vidth the 
Prime Minister Mrs Thatcher, and also 
n^t the three ministers who have recently 
visited Saudi Arabia — the Foreign Se- 
cretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, the Defence 
Secretary, Mr Michael Heseltine, and 
the Trade and Industry Secretary, Mr Nor- 
man Tebbit. The talks centred upon Leba- 


non and also the escalation in the Gulf 
war between Iran and Iraq, but on both 
these issues, Britain and Saudi Arabia 
share a sense of frustration at not being 
able decisively to stop the fighting. 

The frustrations are further com- 
pounded by the fact that the United 
States, which is unable in a presidential 
election year to put pressure on the Israe- 
lis to withdraw their troops from Leba- 
non. has now accused Britain of helping 
the Iranian war effort. The charge is that 
Britain has been supplying the Ayatollah 
Khomeini regime with 'non-lcthal' milit- 
ary spare parts, which included altimeters 
for aircraft and spares for Iran's 800 
British-built chieftain tanks. 

The Americans are reported to be an- 
noyed at Britain's attempt to argue that 
such spare parts do not influence the figh- 
ting, and to have expressed concern that 
they may indeed lip the balance in the fig- 
hting. Already, the dispute has become 
serious enough for a senior British fore- 
ign office official to fly to Washington for 
talks and th^ and the general situation in 
the Middle ^st figured in the talks be- 
tween British ministers and Secretary of 
Defence Caspar Weinberger. 

The other significant event in Anglo- 
Arab relations in the past week was the 
takeover of the Libyan embassy in London 
by students, who described themselves as 
“the student revolutionary force of the 
Jamahiriyah". Their aim, they said at a 
press conference, was to bring about an 
“escalation" of revolutionary work 
abroad in line with what is happening in 
Ubya, to protest against Britain's support 
for American policy in the Middle East, 
and to draw attention to the harbouring in 
Britain of enemies of Colonel Qadhafi. 
The takeover passed off without violence 
and the British government has taken the 
view that this is an internal Libyan affair, 
although it is carefully watching the situa- 
tion in view of- recent events in the Arab 
world. 



PREMIER ARRIVES: Spanl.sh Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez (right) accompanied 
by Jordanian l*rlme Minister Mr. Ahmad *Obcidai« reviews the guard of honour .soon 
after he arrived in Amman on Wednesday for a one-day official visit to Jordan (Petra 
photo) 

Iraqi diplomat speaks in (}eneva 

By Carrie Nelle Thompson 
Star Geneva Correspondent 

GENEVA — In his first appearance before the press In Geneva, newly-appolnted 
Charge-d’Affalresof the Iraqi mission, Mr Issam Abdul-Ghassl Mahboub, char- 
ged this week that Iranian forces violated the verbal agreement not to bomb civi- 
lian settlements ‘ ‘ because they have no credibility’ ’ . He stated he felt this ms a 
result of there being "no real concentration of power in Iran". Mahboub attri- 
buted this problem to Iranian conflict between the army and * * the guards’ * . In the 
past, according to the Iraqi official, only Khomeini could issue and countermand 
•orders but no^he said, ‘‘^conflicting orders are emanating from the Minister of 
Defence and (The Head oO The Guards". 

a result this, Iran Is "challenging the International community and reso- 
lutlons oHhc Security Council" . Furthermore, asserts Mahboub, Iran, not Iraq, 
started the war and Iraq wants an * * International committee to decide the issue’ ’ . 
This committee could be established by any bonaflde body, like the UN, Islamic 
Qinference or the Non-aligned movement and could have also journalists as mera- 
bers. He states that "Iraq Is so certain of the results. It will agree to accept the 
decision of the committee with no pre-conditions. In addition, Iraq wants to settle 
the war Im^dlately, with the only pre-condition being an Immediate cease-Dre. 
When asked If Iraq were pursuing a settlement because It was losing the H«r, 
Mahboub Issued a sharp " no" . 


Jewish organizations rally to defeat Rev. Jackson 


By Abdulsalam Y. Massarueh a heading o\ 
Star Washington CorVespondent iieve that a 

WASHINGTON — Long before Jesse man? Should 
Jackson announced his intention to run sroup of “J 
for the US presidency on the Democratic their platfor 
Party ticket, American Zionists and their Jesse Jackso 
organizations launched an extensive Jackson's m 
search through their archives and press replaced it v 
clippings and prepared a strategy to fight 4) The An 
"to the end" Rev. Jackson's presidential Brith which 
ambitions. and office- h 

The campaign against Rev. Jackson be- 20-page exte 
gan even before he made the announcem- circi 

' ent at Washington's largest hall the tantJewsani 
newly-built Convention Centre. The ob- The ADL B 
Jectives of the anti- Jackson campaign mlnalion of 
were clean To defeat Rev. Jackson, who vw 

SfiS®® Sion networl 

tactics. These tactics and systematic crus- fight" with 
ade against Jackson look various means, a slate 

with the participation of more than one areaDnlnstJi 
Jewish and Zionist organization. fhe Jem." 

There are, . at least, seven methods 5) There ^ 
which ore being applied against Rev. Jackson in ii 
Jackson. They are: that 

1) Intimidation techniques by the Je- presidential 
' wish Defence League, whore activists of' entoura^ Is 

this Zionist organization shouted obsceni- ^nd adviserp 
I ties, and threats at Jackson inside the Con- 6>The Ami 
veblion Hall when he made his an- fearing that 
noqncemenl to run In Washington. able and pov 

2) ' American-lsraeli Rabbi Meir Ka- efforts to p8 
. hane, the founder of the JDL and the by purohasii 
. "Kpoh" movement in the US and Israel, Newhampshi 
; marched bn the house of Rev. Jackson cities when 
' with the intent , to . terrorize and scare soon. 

Jgcksoo and bis family. Throughoi 

1 3) A.group of Rmerlcan Jews, ilnanced* **'8 

> and supported to-the Jewish Defence Lea-; mwe ^ Jw 
sue, and calling itself “Jews against the de 

Jackson,", supported by the anti-Dofamal:. cause of Jw 
'tion League of final Brltitv puiichased ad- ''^ti ;Uie :Pa].ej 
veniseineht In' The ! Naw| York Timbs ion beliefs' that 1 
■'l l November last year and callSd for (hi : 

'‘destruction, of Jesse Jadkson’s comnutiees 

; paign. The grbiip fan a picture of- jadksoh . ^th hiiti w 
' eiumadng PLO leader Yasser Arafat, .with rlpn ;)^ry j 


a heading over the picture: “Do you be- 
lieve that any Jew should support this 
man? Should any decent American?" This 
group of "Jews against Jackson" made 
their platform wide and clear: To ruin 
Jesse Jackson. They built their slogan on 
Jackson's motto: "Run Jesse Run" and 
replaced it with "Ruin Jesse Ruin". 

4) The Anti-Defamation League of Bnai 
Brith, which has a hold on every politician 
and office-holder in the US, compiled a 
20-page extensive memo about Rev. Jack- 
son and circulated it to active and impor- 
tant Jews and non- Jews in the US media. 

The ADL Bnai Brith restricted the disse- 
mination of this memo, but officials of 
ADL who were questioned on US televi- 
sion networks said that they have "no 
fight" with Jackson for his call to esta- 
blish a slate for the Palestinians, but they 
are against Jackson for his stand "against 
the Jews." 

5) There were ad many threats against 
Jackson in letters, phone calls and other 
means, that he is now the most protected 
presidential candidate. His secret service 
entourage Is a burden to many of his aides 
and advisers- 

6>[rbe American Jewish organizations, 
fearing .that Jackson will emerge as a vi-' 
able and power-broker candidate made all 
efforts to paralyze and stop bis campaign 
to purchasing radio ads against him in' 
Newhampshire radio stations and in other 
cities where primaries are to be held 
soon. 

Throughout this'ordeal Jackson was try- 
ing to ride the; storm. Attempts were 
made by Jackson and his aides to "cool 
off’ the debate and tl^6' controversy be-: 
cause of Jackson' .a stands and convictions- 
v0n tjie Palestinians and-lhe pLO and'hls 
beliefs that the Palestlpiana shbuld have a 



Rev. Jackson 

not bear fruit because the organizations' 
demand that Jackson "amends" or "wat- 
ers down" his stand on the PLO and the 
Palestinians.' Jackson refused and the 
campaign against him continued in the 
media and public forums. 

Sfoups which is called 
PUSH-Eje^L received $200,000 from 
the Arab League, through the League's 
ambassador in Washington Dr. Qovis 

made in 

I® money was In- 

teiwd to go to the educational projects 
plans of PUSH and PUSH.EX(?EL and 
their relief work In Africa. 


Jackson and his organizations." Ever 
since the Times broke out the story, the 
US media are still talking about the 
$200,000 gift to an organizatiOD that 
was, or is, affiliated with Jackson. Am- 
erican Jewish organisations jumped oh 
the wagon and made attempts to portray 
Jackson as an agent of the Arabs. 

Leaders of Arab- American or^ntze* 
tions, such as former US Senator James 
Abourezk, hurried to defend Rev. Jack- 
son, and accused the media of waging a 
racist campaign against the Arate ana 
conducting “more than a double stan- 
dard." Abourezk said In his statement on f 
3 1 January that "... absolutely uothlng is 
said about the contributing activities 01 
the government of Israel to politjciatu 
who are actually in office. It has witnow 
doubt ( the campaign against Jackson) now 
taken on extreme anti-Semitic 
tones, which if encouraged beyond 
point by the media, will carry grave con- 
sequences for people of all races ’Wo 
could become victims of the same 
which victimizes people of Arab desc- 
ent," Abourezk emphasized. 

E)r. Clovis Maksoud, of the Arab 
said in a statement on 30 January that 
“acknowledges with pride that the u®' 
partment of Social and Cultural Affaire oj 
the League made in December of 1 9sU ^ 
humanitarian contribution to the 
Foundation and PUSH for EXCE^ 
ENCE. " Maksoud said also that ‘ ^ 
ho^ to continue to support worthy ms”* 
tutions when, possible provided that suen 
contributions were not illegal and thej 
ware made, in the context of US laws. 

Jackson's candidacy will not put him id 
the White House next year, but it sure i» 


• The same Broim a 89*“$ so many blacks' In elected of- 

monev from KdiJl «ces in the US, something which will de; 


'^t|;the -meeting di<^ 


• re^^.Tork^Tlmes. fact alone J^l^onWl remi 

terrible" ‘he Americin Jewish- Zionist 

qry ine qptalls of the> "At;ab Money to community. 




'The land remains the j^ue’ 

The King speaks to local press mifdrs 


Amman, 8-14 March 1984 


INSIDE 


By Star Staff Writer 
AMMAN — His Majesty King Huss- 
ein said on Wednesday that it would 
tensive on anyone's pari to believe 
that any Arab party will single- 
handedly negotiate with Israel for a 
future peaceful solutio'h to the Pales- 
iinian problem. 

The King reilcraled his position that UN 
Resolution 242 remains the only viable 
siriKturc on which a comprehensive set- 
ilcmcni for the future of the occupied ter- 
iltories can be built. The King was an- 
s^ring questions from local newspaper 
editors in a televised interview, which 
was aired on Jordan Television Wednes- 
day night. 

HU Majesty further added that the fu- 
ture of American-Arab relations will be 
ilireatened if the current efforts to move 
America's emtossy from Tel Aviv to occu- 
pied Jerusalem do not cease. He said that ' 
though this is an election year in the | 
UDlled States, it should not prevent the | 
American administration from moving on 
towards reaching a peaceful solution on 
ibe Middle East conflict. “The Zionist 
pressure was not successful in slopping ' 
President Eisenhovrer from forcing Is- 
rael's vrithdrawal from Sinai in I9S6 
even though it was an election year," the 
King said. 

He denied that there was any specific 
Jordanian- Palestinian movement based on 
one of the proposed political projects for 
peace in the region. The King also re- 
viewed the existing situation in the West 
Bank and exposed Israel's intention to cx- 
pell thousands of Palcsliniuns from their 
homes there. He said that Israel is still 
moving in the direction where it believes 
that the problem is one of people imd not 

Junblatt cautions 
Gemayel against 
any new security 
arrangements 

^AP) — Lebanese opposition 
kader Walid Junblatt was quoted on Wed- 
I??™/ saying he would support a revi- 
W of the 1949 Israeli- Lebanese armis- 
Ma a reinforcement of the UN 

^acekeeping forces along Lebanon's sou- 
wrder, but as saying he would ac- 
no measures other than this." 

interview with the newspaper 
rw,', 1 ^ was interpreted to mean the 
Sll® . « rejected Israeli over- 

vi-®^ President Amin Gemayel to de- 
raai'»®^ security arrangements along Is- 
*“*‘**e*‘ ^Ih Lebanon, in 
cftM troop withdrawal ac- 

which Gemayel has scrapped. 

.Who was interviewed by 
mnvii® . Jordan, also warned Gc- 
yei not to enter into any secret pacts 
Zhrf not reter to his long- 

ttial Gemayel resign, but 

be fruS Lebanese president must 

» tried and put to account. 

thft livS® who issued orders for 

Uin?^5^2‘"®nt of the Lebanese moun- 
and he Jl southern suburb of Beirut, 



the rauirl\Ke^<jl^tad s'^sition 

on the P|W*"sTrcs.sin»''ih«l Jor^^'n .sup- 
ports PnlcsSmian rights and ihtr-'j^LO's au- 
thority as represer^^ve of the 

Paieslinians. unity be- 
tween the East of Jordan 

was eslubiished in 1950. it was known 
that this action will not affect the role of 
the PLO uiiU the rights of the Pales- 
tinians." His Majesty said. 

On Lebanon. Ihc King said Ihal just be- 
fore the signing of the 17 May Lebanesu- 
Isrueli accords, US Secretary of Stale 
George Shultz briefed him on its outlines. 

" But when the conlenls of Ihc agrecmcni 
were revealed later on 1 was surprised in 
find that it represented a complete peace 
ircoly that only needed to be called u 
peace treaty." he said. 

The King approved the latest Lebanese 
action to abrogate the accords, but he 
stressed that the main issue remains ihe 
case of Israel's withdrawal from the south 
of Lebanon. And he called upon all Le- 
banese factions to work on reaching a po- 
litical solution to their problems indepen- 
dent of outside political pressures. His 
Majesty noted that the United States has 
certainly failed in its handling of the Le- 
banese problem, but it has to deal with 
things as a superpower and a mediator in- 
stead of siding with Israel. 

Commenting on the latest escalation of 
the Gulf war His Majesty said that the war 
has ceased to be one of border disputes 
and has turned to become an attempt 10 
force a "foreign rule on Iraq and create 
disturbances in the Gulf region." He ex- 
pressed confidence in Iraq's ability to th- 
warl Iran's attacks and called for a peace- 
ful solution to the problem, whereby Iran 
can accept Iraq as a neighbour. King 
Hussein condemned the .Arab countries 
who nre supplying Iran with weapons. 


King Hussein: US- Arab relations will be 
threatened 

land since, in its view. Ihc land is 
Israel's. 

King Hussein also criticised the weak 
Arab stance and the Arabs inability to use 
their wealth and power strategically. He 
said his meeting with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat last week in Amman pro- 
vided un opportunity to study the existing 
problems, evaluate the situation and cre- 
ate R consensus on future moves. This 
was iinporlaiil, he added, since the Jorda- 
nians and the Palestinians arc the only 
parties who will be directly affected by Is- 
rael's expansionist moves. 

Joint strategy 

The King said that after forming a joint 
strategy Jordan and the PLO will seek 
Arab “blessing" on their outlook -flnd 
thus create a united Arab perspective for 


Inhabited to brS 

whieh^hB National Salvation Front, of 
® Prominent member, had not 
'round P"* second 

which rl '"® reconciliation conference 
zeriadd^"*^®* was to convoke in Swit- 

. . Cohtlnncd on page 32 


Jordan ISO fils 



Abrogation of pact will speed 
Israeli decision, official says 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Ubanon’s abrogation of a troop withdrawal 
aflreement will speed up an Israeli decision on a redeployment of Its troops In South 
Lebanon, a senior Israeli official said Tuesday. 

A senior Israeli official, who spoke on condition he not be named, said the govern- 
ment will look at a range of options in the next two weeks for a possible redeployment 
of Its troops. ‘‘The Gemayel decision will accelerate the decIslon-maklng process by 
Israel," he said. 

"The government did not want to redeploy Its forces before the 17 May 1983 
Lebanese-Israel accord was nullified, so as not to present Lebanese government with 
ahiH accompli," the. official said. "Now that they have surrendered, we will make 

our own decision." 

The official said that while Israel would make a decision soon about Its forces in 
South Ubanon it would not rush Into any action, "because any hlug^ decide on 
now will last quite a while and we don’t want to regret our decision. 

Urnell forces are currently deployed along the Awall River, 56 kilometres nort^h of 
ihl hinder Israel’ s options f^ a pullback Include moving further sooth to the Zah- 
llni^SlJel'or Lltanl R perhaps even to the International border. But Israeli 

f“Jer.re e"p«!Jd 10 I" the Bek.. V.lley, where they face 

Syria's army. , 

Avi Pavner Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s spokesman, told reporters in Jer- 
usalem^that I'srael would not enter new negotiations with Lebanon for an alternative 
to the 17 May accord that was abrogated on Monday. 

• •I ontecorlcally deny any Israeli readiness to undertake any renegotlatloD of the 

1 categorically y y treaty regarding arrangements Ln South Lebanon , 

P.Mer".ld. “‘I' r^ Iteelf will t.ke .11 the necess.ry measures to secure the nor- 

them border." j .1. cs *■. i 

V II Mini«i»r Moshe Arens told reporters as be toured the South Lcoa- 

if^Sfdon Mat " Weare^cerlalnly holding frequent and very close talks with 



Shr He Muslim mllllias. * . 

* i.» i«rflAli Chief of Staff LI. Gen. Moshe Levy, Areas spent 40 mln- 

Accompanjed by 1™^ near a smoke- blackened wall that was 

-‘teck te Wteh 11 Israeli soWlers were 

wounded by three explosions last Sunday. 
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Leader urges 
Egyptians to 
scrap peace 
with Israel 


KUWAIT (AP) — A ranking Palestinian 
guerrilla leader was quoted Wednesday as 
urging the Egyptian masses to follow Le- 
banon’s example In abrogating the 17 
May troop withdrawal agreement with Is- 
rael and scrap the 1978 Camp David Ac- 
cords. 

Salah Khalaf, known as Abu lyad, told 
the newspaper Al-Watan the Lebanese 
abrogation was a response to all American 
schemes and a live Incentive to the Egyp' 
tlan masses to get rid of the consequences 
of Camp David. 

"1 direct a word to the Egyptian people, 
known for their heroic struggles, to bene- 
fit from this experience of a small (Leba- 
non) nation which has tnrned defeat Into 
victory," said Khalaf, who Is second to 
Yasser Arafat In the leadership of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization main- 
line group Fatah. 

The Camp David Accords led to the 
1979 Egyptlan-lsraeli peace agreement 
that returned to Egypt the Sinai peninsula 
aher 12 years of Israeli occupation. The 
agreement also paved the road for an ex- 
change of diplomatic relations between 
Egypt and the Jewish state. 

The second part of Camp David provided 
for Palestinian self-rule on the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza. But this 
did not reach Its goals. 

The PLO along with almost all the rest 
of t^ Arab world boycotted Egypt on ac- 
count of Camp David. 
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SPRING SALE 

„ 20 to 40% 

On all gifts, tableware, crystal sif 
porcelain ■ 

. from 10 to 25 M«f^!h^■108# ■ 
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BENSON: In ‘ Labour Pains' 
Benson s ne ighbours decide la 
lake fl few hours off for re 

/hey leave (heir ' 
iilile girl for ^nson to ■ 
toby-si(. HosA^ver, M<Mher ' 
Nalure decides (o snow, iht ! 
imle girl s parems m 

stranded on ihe road — andfti » 

make things worse Benson'i I 
gucsi gels sick: Just as He I 
workers who are supposed ui ' 
c ear the roads go on strike * 
How all (his (urns into com- ! 
edy 1 don't know, but Bensofl 
docs. And you will loo if you ' 
watch him tonlgbi (Thursday] • 
at 8:30. i 

SI. ELSEWHERE: Its ! 

another day in the hospital ; 
(hut is nicknamed St. Qse- ; 
i where. In this week's e|M- j 
sode. ‘Means*, we see more . 
of the daily life of the docion ! 
— along with some unusual : 
.happenings. Oneoftbemisa ; 
man who is running around . 
(he hospital impersonating a | 
doctor. And not only does he j 
write fake prescriptions, he I 
iil.so manages (o get himself I 
into the operating room to l 
ossisi in surgery. What be- ; 
comes of this fake doctor? ' 
Tune in tonight to JTV at ! 
9: 10 and find out. 

TALES OF THE UNEX- 
PECTED; An American ex-GI ! 
of World War il returns after ' 
(he war to France, and goes to 
visit the same 'pension' that I 
hu stayed at during the war. 
where a murder has been I 
committed. The question. { 
who did it? The answer is on j 
Friday at 8:30. 

REMINGTON STEELE: Is ^ 
'Steele Trap'. Remington and 
Laurti attend a weekend parly > 
isolated tropical island 


For 

MotiierVs Day 


The fnscinating gift - Oris 
Swi.ss VValchcs 
Tlic Swl.s.s Jewel of a Walcli 

Agents ill Jordan: 

Kishek stores/ Khalid l)iii al-Walld sired 
Betyvceii Flras Circles and al-Quds cliicmu/ 
JahnI hI- H ussein 


CiljUuJI Oj^ULui 


Amman 
Tel: 42043 


R£nt a car 


Representatives for 

TOYOTA 




Optlkos Jordan 


Jordan 


(mercominemal 

Hotel 


Fleet Alndividual Rental Current Models 

AMaU-NtarHo«slo8Bank.T«L2I471/15767aiu. 

P.D:Box9180,TcI«x21S13(BILOO JO) 'B<lcovoi t 


Eyes E.xamined 
Contact Lenses 
7 Day.s a Week 


Same Day Delivery 
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on an i 

but fear for their lives when 
the guests begin to get mur- 


dered one bygone. ^Idiy at 
10:15. 

THREE’S COMPANY: Tke 
Ropers have sold (he building 
and the kids are stuck with a 
new landlord who seems to be 
a real Jerk. The New Lan- 
dlord' appears on Suadsy at 
8:30. 

EMPIRE INC. 
seller "Empire Inc. 
ues ll.l- — ■- . . 

In 'Fathers and Sons, a 
strike takes place in one ot 
the Monroe factories where 
the magnate's son is 
charge. His father Interwo®* 
to try to end the strike. Sun- 
day at 9:10. 

THE JEWEL IN 
CROWN; Episode 9. Susan s 
baby is snatched from death, 
but in Panket hospital aoe 
seems to have drifted Inw 
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Rural wives say they prefer home to ballot 


Vote of 
village 

women 
not free 


By Amal Ghandoiir 
and Fadis Faqlr 
Star Writers 

JERASH — Fawzia Shibli 
does not seem to care what 
divine, civil or social law 
could justify her passive exis- 
tence. All she knows is that 
"from any point of view, my 
husband's orders cannot be 
disoteyed, for without him I 
am nothing." 

In 1973. women were given 
(be right to vote and be elected in 
Jordanian government polls. 
However, whether they will 
fieely excercise this right in the 
Parliamentary by-elections sch- 
eduled for Monday. I 2 March is 
^iil in question. 

On a recent visit to Jerash and 
the nearby village of Sakib. Star 
repmlers found that women 
there are susceptible to many 
pressures during elections. The 
idea of compulsion through phy- 
sical violence, threats of divorce 
and second wives — though it 
may be horrifying to a so-called 

women. 

Uteracy means secrecy 

There is no lack of case h^is- 
wtes. In the lost municipal clec- 
uons. a woman from Sakib had a 
brother running for office. Her 
husband’s relative, however. 
WB running for the same pos- 
ition, and her husband forced 
her to vole for his relative. Peo- 
PW of the village told The Star 
that the husband used physical 
Violence to 'persuade' his wife 
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Areqa All Al-Mutlaq (far right) and Ruqaya Abdul Aziz (centre) 
talk to Star reporters about elections and freedom of voting 


















These women at (he Jerash crafts co-operative also spoke to 
The Star, but asked that they not be quoted by name (pictures 


of his views. She was illiterate, 
which meant there was no way 
for hor to vote secretly. So the 
woman had to vote for her hus- 
band's condidalc. 

The father of a women from 
(he village of Souf tried to com- 
pel her to vote for his candidate. 
After resisting for some lime she 
acceded to her father's wishes 
and accompanied him to the 
polls. But she had some educa- 
tion, unlike the Sakib woman — 


the secret ballot. 

Being very aware of the threat 
of divorce, many Sakib women 
are reluctant to oppose their bus- 
bands. To challenge the hus- 
band's will is for a wife to risk 
her ' respectable' standing in so- 
ciety. According to Mrs. Shibli, ■ 
divorce robs the wife of her 
dignity, and disgraces her as an 
unfit woman. "If my husband 
Continued on page 4 


Jordan 
Chinese president 
visits to improve 
bilateral links 


AMMAN (Star) — Chinese Pre- 
sident is expected lo arrive in 
Ammon for a five- day state visit 
on Thursday, according to the 
official Jordanian news agency 
Petra and Chinese embassy sour- 
ces. liie Chinese head of stale is 
expected lo meet His Majesty 
King Hussein and discuss with 
him bilateral issues and the 
scope for improvement of rela- 
tions. as well as Middle East and 
inlcniaiional topics. 

The visit comes as pan of a 
trip that will also take President 
Li to Pakistan. Turkey and Ne- 
pal. It is his first visit outside 
China since he became president 
in June 1983. It also follows on 
two visits that His Majesty King 
Hussein made to China within 
the Iasi year and a half. 

Trade contacts between China 
and Jordan started in 19S0, ac- 
cording to Chinese sources. In 
April 1977. the two countries 
established diplomatic relations; 
and in May of the same year a 
formal trade agreement was 
signed between the two govern- 
ments. Last year, the Chinese 
and Jordanian governments sign- 
ed an agreement lo establish a 
joint committee for economic 
and technical co-operation and 
trade. Since then trade relations 
between the two sides have deve- 
loped steadily. 

Total volume of trade between 
the two countries was set at 
. N Ui O P i P PSl. which 
in 1983. China's exports to Jor- 
dan include lln, food, clothing, 
pottery and porcelain, steel, 
hardware, chemicals and other 
light industrial products. Imports 
from Jordan include phdsphale 
as well as potash and phosphate 
fertilizers. Agreements for fur- 
ther mineral imports were 
reached during King Hussein's 
visit to China in September 
1983. 



U Xlaimian 


Between 1980 and 1984, 
China signed 16 contracts with 
Jordan. These included work on 
the Abu-Nusflir residential area 
and four other housing projects, 
and laying the concrete founda- 
tion for the Ma'an glass factory. 
China now has five labour ser- 
vice corporations working in Jor- 
dan employing several thou- 
sand Chinese technicians and 
workers. The China Acro- 
Technology Import and Export 
Corporation (CATIC) is working 
at Abu Nuseir under contract to 
the Housing Cbrporntiom while 
China Construction Engineer- 
ing Corporation (CCEC) has sev- 
eral contracts in the Urban Deve- 
lopment Department's Amman 
^r ea renewal scheme. 

Mr. u Ik 4(!(!oriipuiiieu uy ins- 
wife, Mme Un Jiamei — who is 
EXrccLor of the Department of 
Health Oare for Women and Chi- 
ldren — and Vice- Premier Tian 
Jiyun. Mr. Tian. who is vice- 
premier in charge of finance, 
commerce and trade, will lead 
members of the Chinese delega- 
tion in talks on ways lo improve 
Sino-Jordanian economic co- 
operation and boost trade. 


Shmeisani Commercial Centre off and running 


% ErslUa Moreno 
Special to The .Star 

^.^MAN — Erected on an area 
®‘ 16,000 square metres of 
'WO. the Housing Bank Com- 
jwrcial Centre located on Queen 
Noor Street in Shmeisani has 
»r«l!y become a reality after 
«ven years of planning and con- 
The fulurisllc two 
1 b« . million real estate 

jovMinieiil project was designed 
Jr Jordanian architects from Dar 
A» tiandasa Company. 

A consists of 1 7 climate- 
floors with music 
W*®d-ln and played over a public 
flJ'S^fipetnenl system; Accord- 
JS*!® Housing Bank officials, 70 
W cent of the 83 shop spaces on 
First and secontl 
v*ve been rented out at an 
y«aHy rale of JD 80 per 

•» the 

flhif® will be 

aouvn,? books, sweets, 
apparatus, 

wSoHm •? 2* camera ac- 

i V qtfelcrla 

' abii £ things avail- 

_v La the soeclouB, relaxing at- 
outlets ire an 

t of the rep^iitJ 
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liie Honing Bank' a commercial baildlagi with Block A la the 
foregronnd . 


head office of Alia, the ^bypl 
Jordanian Airline; the Amniari 
Financial Markelt the local, pf- 
flces of Lockheed Corporation 
: :ahd Mitsubishi-, Corporation; 
i brahehes of the\ Homing Baw*: 
(be Ibvesuiiient Bank,; (be 
i Jordail-(^r Bank, Petra Bank,.: 


several other local companies 
and the Arab Thought Forum. 

Block B will house an addi- 
tional 50 shops and the five-star 
'luxury Amman Plaza Hotel to be 
Imanaged 'by Trust House Porte 
ComMny. V .^rld renowned in 
I quaUfy ! hotel | management. 
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Under the patronage of 
Princess ALIA AL HUSSEIN 
The Royal Cultural Centre 


The Royal Theatre Club 
Present 


“You* re A Good Man 
Charlie B'own’ ’ 


March 13, 14, IS, 17 at 8 PM 
March 16 at 4 PM ^ 

'Hekets JD 2 Adalta 
JD 1 Children 

Availableiai the Royal Cultural Centre 
Teh 661026 , I 
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Cypriot cultural festival 
promotes tourism options 


AMMAN (Star) — A group of 
folk dancers from Paphos, Cyp- 
rus will be visiting Jordan from 
i0-]2 March lo lead a Cultural 
and Tourism Promotion at the 
Jordan Intercontinental Hotel. 
There will be Cyprus dancing, 
Cyprus music, C^rus food, Cy- 
prus wine and a presentation of 
the cultural and touristic advan- 
tages of the Paphos area. 

The folk dancers are called 
'•Lovers of Culture" and their 
-visit is sponsored by the Leplos 
Group of companies ~ in parti- 
cular, (he Group's tourism divi- 
sion — Vesta Holidays. 

The culturally rich area of Pa- 
phos — Cyprus* ancient capital 
— becoming one of the most po- 
pular resorts in the whole Medlt- 
erranenn and self-catering holi- 


days figure predominantly in the 
modern-day needs of the major- 
ity of visitors to this beautiful 
place. The Leplos Group has 
been established over 20 years 
and, through Vesia Holidays, 
are the pioneers of self-catering 
holidays In Cyprus. 

Vesta Holidays are the largest 
ope^tors of self-catering resorts 
in Cyprus, offering the finest 
selection of fully furnished 
apartments or private villas. 
Vesta Holidays will provide for 
all your needs including: airport 
transfer, car hire, full maid and 
laundry service, baby sitting, 
cultural and leisure activities, 
excursions and any other assis- 
tance you may need to make your 
vacation in Paphos really mem. 
orable. 


Leptos Kamares club and pool, sponsored by Vesta Holidays 




New ••• TriStar Service 
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Gliicago 


V ienna 


B147 VIA 


New York 


Los Angeles 


Amman 


Now yoii can travel direct from Amman on AUa’a twice-weekly TriStar service to Chicago and 
Lob Angeles. Come ... enjoy the easiest, most convenient {light out of Amman to the heartland 

and Weat coast of Anaerica. «•«> experience our Arabic hospitaUty and warm aervlc. offered bv 

our Intematicmal flight crew. ■ 

Fly Alia, we wiU take you to more Am^can citieatfcan any other Airline from the Middle Eaat. 
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Rursl ivoinsii 
prefer safe | 
home, family 
to freedom 
in elections 



Areqa Al-Mutlaq 

Continued from page 3 

divorces me, people will star! 
saying that 1 was not a good 
wife, and that that is \riiy he 
sent me back to my family's 
home. It would be my death." 

^ The enactment of constitu- 
tional laws to protect and 'gua- 
rantee* lumen’s freedom of 
choice is not enough to change a 
society to which the practice of 
democracy is still alien. Areqa 
Ali Al-Mutlaq insisted., 

E rotect me, f will not disotey my 
usband. The government is not 
living with me in my house." 

It may be that elections, 
though important to the Jorda- 
nian democratic experience, are 
not particularly relevant to the 
lives of the village women. 
While Haya Rlzkallah might 
prefer to vote against her hus- 
band's candidate, she will not. 
"Elections are not so important 
to me that I would risk my place 
in . my house and society," she 
said. Aware of the possibility of 
divorce and a public humiliation, 
Haya will most probably follow 
her husband’s orders. 

IVIbal preference 

But even if free to choose, ii 
seems that Sakib's women, like 
its men, would vote for their 
tribe's candidate. Rugayyah Ab- 
dul Aziz said that her preference 
for her family's candidate is 
"because he would be the most 
respected in our family, and I 
would have to vote for him. 
Similar responses other wom- 
en revealed that tribal identifica- 
tion during election time is the 
rule in Sakib. 

The husband’s wrath in the 
event of disobedience is very real 
and well known to the village 
women. But it is not as disturb- 
ing as one might think. Mrs. 

Smbli, far fi-om being distraught 

at .her helplessness, is hapi>^ 
ivith it.' "I have no complaints, 
she said, "I am! actually in fav- 
our of this vray of life." Her »■ , 
slgnation to her submissive Umi 
typical of the other women, ia 
en^ained in her Nhaviour, and 
rooted : in . her deepest thought. 
Yielding to bei* husband's wishes 
"Is pan of the jwifely duties, 
Shejexplains. . . | 

"! The village women's blind loy' 
alty to their iittsbehds or fathers 
js eiVidente of a !strohg and un- 
vrav6nng ' ' patriarebai society. . 
Protection ■ of the iaw, support 
froti. the; Women's -Federation 
and lectures are ithus 'htelevaiit 
S;t^;t)ilsist'aiei.;:td i^^la end the . • 


From comic strip 
to musical stage 

•Charlie Brown’ show opens this week 


By Pam Dougherty 
Siir Staff Writer 

.VMMAN — Charlie Brown is 
ami vxtt. and about to ap- 
pear on stage at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. Of course he won't 
alone. Unus, Snoopy. 
Schroedcr. Lucy and Patty will 
ail be there loo. worrying over 
book reports, chasing rabbits. 
Hying kites and measuring Lu- 
cy's crabbiness — altogether, 
providing a delightful evening 
with the niu.sical comedy ‘You're 
a Good Man Charlie Brown.' 

‘Charlie Brown' marks an im- 
poriam - development for the 
theatre in Jordan ns it is the first 
musical production of its genre 
ever to be staged here. 

The show's director Vanessa 
Rairouni says she nnd her col- 
leagues chose to produce Charlie 
Brown because of its wide appeal 
as a "ramily" show. She be- 
lieves that although they are Am- 
erican in origin, the Peanuts 
dtaraciers have now become 
intcfnalional properly. They 
i»ve teen trunslntcd into mure 
than 13 languages and appear in 
newspaper.^ throughout the 
world: including, of course, 
those of Jordan. 

She says (he play was also a 
practicEd choice because of its 
small cast and simple set. .After 
f^r striid months of workshops 
imd rehearsal cast membcr.s J. A. 
Murphy. Kay Mukhur. Steve 
Ross, Jorn Gerslov. Yuussef Hu- 
2 ian and Cathy Simniuns and 
choreogrupher Casey Slangl are 
beginning to wonder — if this is 
simpie*. what would a compli- 
cated production have involved? 

But they have enjoyed iheir 
work and are very e.xciied about 
tefforming at the RbytU Cultural 
Uiure and using il.s c.xcelleiu 
technical facilities. 

The members of the Royal 
Ineatre Club are also excited at 
the staging of ‘Charlie Brown', 
as It IS ihc first production they 
nave sponsored. The Royal Thea- 
tre Club was established under 
the patronage of Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Alia, and works 


closely with the Royal Culiural 
Centre to promote all aspects of 
theatre in Jordan. As club pre- 
sident Mrs. Ginny Toiikan says 
“(he club, though still small, 
has big aims for the future." 

The club is- planning to esta- 
blish workshops in all aspects of 
theatre, including acting, writ- 
ing. set design and make-up. 
Children are also included in its 
plans, and it hopes to set up chil- 
dren's workshops to develop 
(heir talents in acting, dancing, 
writing and music. 

'You're a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown' wiil be performed at (he 
Royal Cultural Centre on Tues- 
day, Wednesday. Thursday and 
Saturday 13, 14. IS and 17 
March at 8:00 p. in. and on Fri- 
day 16 March at 4;00 pm. Tick- 
ets are JD 2 for adults and JD I 
for children, and are available at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 



The cast of ‘Charlie Brown’ works out one of the show’s dance numbers on the Royal Cultural 
Centre stage 



Kay Mukhnr (right) plays Lucy and Jorn Gcrslov her blanket- 
bound little brother Linus (pictures by Osman AJi’uz) 


J. A. Murphy is the hapless Charlie Brown 
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Sculptor puts 
photographs 
on exhibit 

AMMAN (Star) — Jordanian art- 
ist Samer Tabbaa will display 
works in what is for him a new 
medium — photography — in an 
exhibition opening at the Alia 
Art Gallery on Saturday evening. 

Tabbaa. better known as a 
sculptor, has held four solo exhi- 
bitions in Jordan and the United 
Stales, as well as participating in 
several group exhibitions. One 
of his most important commiss- 
ions has been a pair of reliefs in 
marble aiid bronze for the King 
Khaled imerndtional Airport in 
Riyadh. Saudi Arabia. 

The new exhibition will in- 
clude 60 colour photos which the 
artist says have been “selected 
from many slides taken over a 
period of five years, with no par- 
ticular theme in mind. No la- 
boratory alteration has been 
made, sd what the viewer sees Is 
what thp carhefa has recorded, 
and is as close as possible to 
t^hat I hive aclUplIy observed 
and photo^aphed. " 

Giving his feelings on the 
practice of photography, he ?ays 
• . that he 'hgs often feared, to use 
• his camera .because of a /eolihg 
(hat this ihight erase the memory 
.' jlself of lho scene. „ . : | ; 


«r 


The Vichy Promise. 

Vidrf Skin Care products are sticniificMly 
developed and systeitifiticnllyt^stedfor safety 
hi^lt tolerance and effeciiivncss. 

Research and development; tlie choice oj 
ingredients and the finished product are 
supen'ised byrnethodsclase to those ivhich exist 
in thepharmaceiitical'induslry. 

Because of our strict adherence to these 
pharmaceutical standardstVichy Skin Care 
products are available only 
through chemists. 

EqmliajromVichy 

Otweream for ever)' skin*s needs. 

■" QVICHYskmcabe 

Mnnlr $HkhtUii Co. Grow p.O. 90x1017 

TfSle^iie 003216/7/8/9 T0lex 21316 

• '' . ' jL.' 'i I . 
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New-type trucks produced at China's Number-one motor vehicle plant In northeast China 

China’s burgeoning auto industry 


China Features provided this articie, printed 
on the occasion of the Chinese president’s 
visit to Jordan 


By Shu Yao 

CHINA — Once satirized as 
an * ‘ inte rnational auto- 
show* * because all of its mo- 
tor vehicles were either im- 
ported or cobbled together 
with .parts;- ail over the world 
— has built an auto industry 
of its own, capable of produc- 
ing 3 50,000 vehicles a year. 

Well over 2 million motor ve- 
■idcs. produced domestically 
^ .‘1 the past three decades are 
'“'A' 'in China's roads each day 
- trade marks like "Jie- 
( Liberation) and "Yi|e- 
iLeap Forward), they in- 
‘ trucks, limousines. Jeeps, 

■ ' 'oiirist coaches, dump 
iiLiiner trailers, refrig- 
ans iiRd fire engines — 

• ' -in 100 models In all. 

I factoiies built 196,000 
« vehicles in 1 982. 1 1.4 

• 'ni more than the year be- 

I-: >'he accent was on road 

transport: trucks ao- 
: t\ for over, 80 per cent of 
' • ■!, wink' cross-country 

vAi.t. esi took up u further eight 
per .cm. and the remainder was 
(plit among sedans, buses, coa- 
' chcK and special-purpose velii- 
L-leS: 

exported more than 
; SI8 nulllon worth of trucks 
: Jeeps, dump trucks and accesso- 
' r«s 10 Africa, the Middle East 
and Southeast Asia in l|)82. 

_ ^'Chiha attaches'gfeat impor- 
lance to -the development of its 
auto industry, because flexible • 

; Ond fast motor vehicles are an 
' idea) means , for 'door-io-door* ■ 
transport;" said Li Gang, gen- 
eral manamr of .the China Aulo- ■ 
i: motive Industry Corporation — a 
■national; company responsible for' 

: ,casearch', produolidn, sales and 

jmport-sahddxporlsormdlDrvB- 

; hiclesJ',.- 

; , The Country set atKmi buildl^^ 

Its ffpst motor vehicle,; plant In : 
1 953.' as, it healed .the woiincU of . 
.Icing years of war and began rev 
[ habilitating its ■ 'wrecked eoo--' 
rnOmy.;. The rirat.'Cltihese'^made : 


The number- 1 Motor Vehicle 
Plant in northeast Chinn was the 
first large scale plant of its kind 
built in China in 1956. Designed 
to produce 30,000 trucks and li- 
mousines a year, it now turns 
out 70.000. 

The biggest, manufacturing 
centre in the country is the No. 
2 Motor Vehicle Plant, in Cen- 
tral China's Hubei province. De- 
signed to produce 100.000 vehi- 
cles a year, it was built entirely 
with Chinese expertise and 
equipment. The plant is fitted 
with more than 5,000 machines, 
and over 1 1 7 automatic produc- 
tion lines for processing parts 
such as cylinders and crank- 
shafts. 

China has become virtually 
sclf-sufnctenl in the production 
of raw materials and components 
for its automobile industry. The 
country produces more than 95 
per cent of ihe sheet steel, gear 
steel, spring steel and alloy steel 
plates needed for making 
frames, as well as rubber and 
plastic fillings, metres and in- 
struments. : ... 

“With the development of its 
economy, the growth of freight 
and pa.ssenger transport, the ex- 
tension of containerized road 
traffic at ports and the blooming 
of tourism, China will need more 
and more motor vehicles," said 
U Gang. 

Demand, has run particularly 
hi^b in the countryside, where 
privately-owned motor .vehicles 
are now appearing for the fit^t 
time in China's history. Three 
years ago, there vrore no private 
vehicles of any kind even In the ' 
oities, let atone in the less^ deve- 
loped rural areas.- But with more 
mopey to spend under the Cun- 
rent more liberal .rural econdiiiic 
policies, many Chinese peasarils 
have begun to buy trucks, citljiei''. 
indepe ndeutly : Or with . neighbour- 
ing households, . to transport 
their rkrm and sideline products ’ 
t |0 cUy market and bring, babk - 
ohemlcal fertiUzers. cement f^hd - 
Other manufactured goods;- Some: 
Jhaye'; burcHased mjaibusi tb darry . 


^(Of vehicle , p|apt?V • 1 9§ .ivehlcle^ 
i> refjttlbgTBCl^riep'and more th^n 
! 2 1 0 0 0 . 'pa^ and ra^pe ss oiry faetp- I 
ijries. i/ Trie . Mindiistry ^ employs 

l 72 ..o;oq'p' .workers,-.-,;... _ •; ' : 






, As a major move in this direc- 
tion is (he China Automolive In- 
dustry Corporation, eslablished 
in May 1982 to provide overall 
guidance to motor vehicle oem- 
panics and factories, and 
research and design institules 
througlioul the country. 

To help rationalise operations, 
SIX associated motor vehicle 
companies have been set up 
under the corporation to stream- 
line production 1^ doing avny 
with rigid administrative divi- 
sions. The companies will unify 
management of large and small 
factories and prevent duplication 
of production and irrational use 
of funds, equipment and man- 
power. Each based on a large 
motor vehicle plant, (hey spe- 
cialise in the pri^uction of 
heavy-duty, medium-sized and 
light-duty trucke, mini-trucks. 
Jeeps, cars and aulo accessories. 

Research centres have been 
set up at the six companies to aid 
research into new technology 
and vehicle designs. Universities 
and technical schools specialis- 
ing in automobile manufacturing 
have also been added. - 

As a further step, up-to-date 
manufacturing' tecbnlqties' have 
been imported from industrially 
developed countries in the form 
of Joint ventures, co-production 
and technological transfer over 
the pakt few years. 

China's major auto factories 
have also been undergoing tech- 
nical renovation to extract better 
and more economical perfor- 
mance from outdated vehicles. 
New productioD lines have been 
buIUi and existing ones im- 
proved, to produce engines and 
. other parts and accessories thaf 
will meet international stan- 
dards. 

' • ’ • ' 

Top priority has been given to 
l^breaslhg .the'cnergy-ofnciency 
pT.eo^iies now under prodno- 
tion. The ne|v "Jiefang" five-^ 
-ton -trucKi one of; the most po- 
pular in China, is how equipped 
twth* 1 1 S-horSepoWer ehgine and' 

, desired to coumhe 5.3 litres 
of fuel |mM 00 ton-kilometres: 
(•the aqiounl .pf fiiel consumed by 
one, truck carrying a load of one ' 

'after rhflning. IQQ: liliomo- 
;3re,s)j ; .compared V 95 horse- 
Jpv^r ;aad;,7;25 litres' for (he 
^originalfpikr-'ton modeL -. 

^^ft=^tilg;said' thhrChinB-iwiU 

;th|s: year; produce 200,, 000 . 

(pJ: :>vehi 6 le 8 ; or , 2 d: 0 OO ; i^' 


Banks 

business: a de- 

hi 7 *^ compared to last week. Four out of 16 

sector or 54.4 per cent of the 
23 wISV™? 39.9/27.8 per centrislamic Lnk 

I D cent; Housing Bank 7. 5/5. 3 per cent, and 
National Bank of Jordan 6. 8/4. 7 per cent. 

Industry 

The industrial sector accounted for 17.5 per cent of total 

iut"of 28 this sector ri« 

SJi had 48. 3 per cent of the business: 8.5 

per cent of the total market. 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industrie^ had 11.6/2 I oer 
cent; Jordan Petroleum Refineries had 11.0/1.9 per ceiU; 
South ttment 10.0/1.7 percent; Arab Aluminium IndS 
cent ^ per cent, and Jordan Cement ^Factories 7.4/ 1.3 per 

Services 

Q sector had 1 1 per cent of total, an increase of 

E! U seven — the Garage Owners’ 

Fecteration — had 7 . 8 per cent of the sector or 7. 9 per cent 
°J-J5®.*ps*'*^et. Still the share price of this company de- 
creased from JD 7.800 to JD 7.580. 

Insurance 

***“* 2. 1 per cent of total; a slight in- 
mase of 0. 7 points compared to last week. One company out 
Insurance — had 59. 1 per cent of the sec- 
tor or 1 . 2 per cent of the total. 

shares of 61 companies were handled during this 
4 *“ **«cre«ses outnumbered gains .35.21. Among 
monunent \^reases were the Paper and Cardboard Company, 
“P -*0 2.000; Jordan Phosphate 
n «?S 2.300; South Cement at JD 

mo fl 7 ft **®“sing Bank at JD 2. 140 up from 

from JD I 480'*°*'*^**“ Securities Corporation at JD 1.530 up 

Poultry closing at JD 0.570 
J®*‘‘*«nian Industrial Investments at JD 
Middle East Hotel at JD 0.450 
m Exchange at JD 1.350 

f™™ JD i ;2lo ' ““ ' 

Five companies had no change in their prices. 

n at' closing timd came to 304. 2, a de- 
crease oiu. 8 DOints ni* n \ r.. ....... n.. 


,1?- f “ 0. 3 pe^^^In tta ov„-Ihe-coun^r 


The weekly record 





economy 


Before borrowing abroad 


Check out the rates — 
Interest and exchange ^ 


By Robert Poullot 

Star Economy Correspondeni 

the dramatic surge of 
foreign assistance develop- 
ment, both from oil exporting 
nations and industrial coun- 
tries, during the 1970s, has 
caused odd habits among Jor- 
danian businessmen. 

As some foreign bankers told 
me recently in Amman. Jorda- 
nian entrepreneurs and develop- 
ers are expecting foreign sup- 
liters' credit to be offered at 
rales as low as 2 or 3 per cent. 
“Otice you mention 10 per cent 
or more." said one European 
banker, "they shy away, as if a 
lm>-di^t figure became a psy- 
chological impossibility. Worse, 
hovtever. is that many people 
don't even understand the 
concept of foreign exchange risk 
tied mth the cost of money. 
Whereas borrowing in French 
francs or in Dutch guilders could 
be extremely favourable even if 
(he interest rates are high, they 
prefer dealing in Swiss francs or 
Deutsche marks with lower 
Interest rates." 

The issue is in fact a double 
one. in the firsf place, soft loans 
at 2 to 5 per cent interest rates 
have virtually dried up on the 
world market. The aggressive 
competition among major inter- 
national suppliers offering all 
sorts of discounts and candies 
under the table during the 1970s 
Is a thing of the past. 

Suppliers' credit facilities are 
now closely monitored by what 
Is called the internationii! con- 
sensus, a kind of guntiemen's 
agreement reached by member 
countries of tho Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) in Paris, 
on official support for fixed rate 
cre^t. Such consensus was first 
eslablished in 1976 and was 
re«ntiy pegged to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund's special 
firawing rights (SDRs). 

An SDR is merely a unit of ac- 
count used to iron out sudden 
mter-currency rate fluciualions. 

j^^trent SDR basket, which 
w wdely used by international 
companies, central banks 
and some multinational corpora- 
per cent by 
Ku**u® 19 per cent each 

oy the I^utsche mark, French 
fjne and the Japanese yen and 
by the pound sterl- 
o system has proved to be 
Jordan. 

Qf pegged the value 

o; «s dinar to that of the SDR. 

i/?^J«slance, the dinar lost 

the value against 

50 . 4 s doiij^r between early 

gained '! 7 h 
■ ned 17 per cent against the 



Jordanian industrial projects like this one are often financed 
by foreign suppliers’ credits 


pound sterling, 7.5 per cent 
against the mark and up to 24 
per cent .igainst the French 
franc. However, it fell S.J per 
cent against the yen. All in all. 
Jordan actually gained, since a 
major part of its trade is carried 
out with Europe. 

To avoid an unbridled trade 
war in which interest rales 
would gradually be pushed dovm. 
forcing governments to subsidize 
exports with taxpayers' money, 
the 22 participating countries 
reuclied the following consensus: 

— Ralcs-applicabic to the inter- 
mediate borrowing countries (in- 
cluding Jordan) would serve as 
the main yardstick. 

— The yardstick wilt be lied to (he 
SDR intcr-govcrnmcnl borrow- 
ing rnic. 

— In practical terms, the result is 
as stiown in the accompanying 
(able. 

The actual calculation system 
Is a complex one for the bu- 
sinessman who wants to know 
what he will be charged on a day- 
to-day basis. It involves usually 
three-month money market rales 
in each of the five countries ( ex- 
cept for Japan, where it is linked 
to two- month paper), and a spe- 
cial conversion rate. 

The upshot is that cheap fixed 
credit facilities from suppliers 
don't exist anymore. The only 
possible recipients for low- 
cost loans are governments and 
related agencies for infrastruc- 
ture or development projects. 
Aside from that, Jordanian bu- 
sinessmen and importers of capi- 
ta] equipment will need to get 
used to paying more, even in the 
two-digit rate categories. 

Exchange risks 

However, before choosing the 
kind of currencies you want to 


trade in. it is essential to consult 
bankers on the prospects of fu- 
ture currency riucliiations and 
how you can protect yourself. 
For instance, if you had bor- 
rowed French francs in 1 982 at, 
let's say, 14.7 per cent for 2.5 
years, you would be in a very 
profitable position. Indeed, as 
time went by. the cost of your 
loan against dinars would have 
fallen steeply enough to erase 
even the interest rate charge. 

However, a loan in yen would 
have cost much more even if the 
interest rate two years ago in Ja- 
pan was 7 per cent less 
than' in France. The difference 
is due to the fact that the yen 
shot up against the dinar. 

Put difrcreiKly. interest rate is 
only one part of the equation. 
Foreign exchange fluctuations 
could, in fncl, wipe out any sub- 
s'lanllol advantage you might sec 
in borrowing at 7 or 8 per cent in 
a specific currency. The only 
way one could make abstraction 
of exchange rale factors is by do- 
ing a forward or swap transac- 
tion covering the period of the 
operation. If you borrow, let's 
say, in US dollars because the 
interest rate iooks cheaper than 
for other currencies, then make 
sure that you cover your position 
in dollars. When (he lime conies 
for paying back your loan, two 
situations might arise: 

— Either the dollar has gained 
strength against the dinar, and 
in that case the profit made on 
the forward transaction will wipe 
out the loss on the loan; or: 

— Itfel! against the dinar and the 
loss incurred on the forward 
transaction will be compen- 
sated by the gain on the loan. 

In both cases, you never lose. 
Indeed, the interest rate be- 
comes the sole criterion. 


OECD consensus: Interest rates on supplier’s credit 


■2>.5..ye^r rate:;; 
^'VeatTate i; 
Maximum- 
period :f 


Relatively rich 
countries ($4,000 
or more annaal 
iDCome per capita) 

12.1596 

I2..40% 

. .5; years 

. (8. S^years in: . i, 
sp^9|ai ca^^s), . 


Intermediate 
conotries ($1,800 
a year per capita 
in Jordan) 

10,, 35 96 , ■ 
10:70% 


,8.5 years; 


Relatively poor 
countries ($625 
or less a year 
per capita. Income) 

:9.;596 

1 p yeari ‘ ; 


School project tenders due 

• THE MINISTRY of Education will Issue tenders for con- 
struction work in the fifth school development project within 
10 days, 'The Star has learned. The fifth project Is e.stimaled 
to cost $87 million. It Includes three central schools in Ma- 
fraq, Dhuleil and Ma*an — each to take approximately 

3.000 students. Fifteen vocalloual schools will accommodnlc 

7.000 students each. The project Is financed by the World 
Bank, the Saudi Fund for Development and the UK Overseas 
Development Agency. 

Big road projects come up for bids 

• THE PUBLIC Works Ministry has Invited local and foreign 
contractors to contact the governinent tenders directorate for 
documents concerning the Sukhnu-Jerash highway contract. 
Details are available upon payment of JD 300. Closing Date: 
8 April. 

• PREQUAIJFIED contractors are also asked to bid for the 
Mafraq-Syrlan border highvray. Details upon payment of JD 
500 from the labile Works Ministry. Closing Ctate: 4 April, 

TCC tenders materials supply 

0 THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS Corporation invites bids 
for the supply of cables, telephone poles and other Items. De- 
tails from the corporation tenders committee upon payment of 
JD 180. Closing Date: 8 June 

More big water work 

• THE WATER Authority seeks contructors specialising In 
sewerage and road construction to bid for the extension of 20 
and 24-Inch water pipe between kilometres 93 and 1 1 1 on the 
highway to the Iraqi border. Details upon payment of JD 100 
from the authority’s office in Jabal Hussein. Closing Date: 
IS March. 

New opportunities 

e DECORATION: At the Alia antes office downtown Aminau 
(Shabsough). Details upon payment of JD 20 from the Alla 
tenders committee. Housing Bank commercial complex. Clos- 
ing Date: 17 March. 

• THE WATER Authority seeks contractors specialising in 
sewerage and road construction to bid for the extension of 20 
and 24-Inch water pipe between kilometres 93 and 1 1 1 on the 
highway to the Iraqi border. Details upon payment of JD 100 
from the authority’s office In Jabal Hussein. Closing Date: 
15 March. 


New opportunities 


• DECORATION: At the Alla sales office downtown Amman 
(Shabsough). Details upon payment of JD 20 from the Alla 
tenders committee, Housing Oenk commercial complex. Qos- 
Ing Date: 17 March. 

e MACHINERY SUPPLY: Eight loaders. Details upon 
payment of JD 20 from the Company for Leasing and Main- 
taining Machinery, fourth floor of the Professional Associa- 
tions Complex. Closing Itate: 1 5 March. 

e CONSTRUCTION: Malntenauce building at the ’Ain Gha- 
zal sewage treatment plant. Details upon payment of JD 20 
from the Water Authority. Closing Date: IS March. 


e CONSTRUCTION: Office building at *Aio Ghazni. Details 
upon payment of JD. 5 from the Water Authority. Cjosing 
Date: 15 March. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

EXTENSION OF THE TENDER DOCUMENTS 
SUBMISSION DATE OF KING ABDULLAH 
BIN AL-HUSSEIN COMPLEX AND PUBLIC 
PARK PROJECT. (WADI SAQRA) 


Due to many of the qualified firms requests, .Amman 
Development Corporation has decided to postpone the 
submission date of the tender documents of the project 
mentioned above till 12:00 noon on Monday, April 
9th, 1984 Instead of Monday,- March 19th, 1984 


Sami Al-Rastild 
Director General 
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Higher crude reserves in Kuwait 

Kuiv^r have indicated that 

5 ® '^Pse^'^es ai’e higher than previousiy believed, a 

Kuwait oil company ( KOI) official has said. He gave no fla- 
M?«' « AJ-Kadhmawl. KOI Deputy ChaIrmanTor OperL 

W*® "^wspap®** *AI Anba’ that the surveys covered 
soil and its territorial waters, Including areas 
which were formerly part of foreign concehslons. 

! r ^“™P8“y for Livestock Development, 

J O'™®** hy 1 1 Arab League countries 

H n!Sf * *‘***‘® toward sclf-sufficleocy in food pro- 

ducMnn by manufacturing poultry and dairy equipment, the 
newspaper Saudi Gazette' has reported. It said the project 
A^lh Integrated fRclorics and will allow the 

from Ihc wJ"l '"p*""*"' on Imparls of such cqulpmcot 

• SINGAFORL (AP) — The Organization of Petroleum Ex- 
oS'^Vn expect Increased demand for Its 

fi.tJi Cl II®** ^ '■* *®”*®r executive of the Royal 

loen *'*® r** **•*=* y®" '"■y have 

^979 »• j"m H ^ **«""«** «ycrage oil demand since 
?I. ?wr U* «*• Engelshovcn told the opening session of 
^utheast Asia Conference, the region’s major 
energy trade show. ® ^ 

Submarine telephone cable deal 

rnsliJr'^'aJii klILm®,, <losl*n, make anil 
C-- J'.® 1.440-kllometrc submarine cable system la the Rod 

hS **■* been awarded to a Brl. 

anlhor lKs Wm Djibouti telecoinmunlcatlons 

I niMin.1"®#!’ M Communications International of 

London, the contract was signed on 15 February bv STC's 

Mr Jim Utterson, and the Office dc Postes 
PllboutI, and the Ministry of Post, 
lelegraphs and Telephones, Saudi Arabia. The cable whirh 

InS or‘l98'|'’“f "iSinT.®"""’’,’ “-"Ple'cl »Mhl 

DJIboufi. Spudl Ul'., K: 

Alitalia flies to Los Angeles 

STARTING ON I.Jime, Alitalia 
will operate four weekly services 
to Los Angeles with a Boeing 
B-747 all-pBssengcr aircraft. 

Flighls will depart Rome for Los 
Angeles at 1:15 p.m. via Milan 
and Chicago on Mondays, Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays arriving in 
Los Angeles at 8;SS p.m. local 
lime. 

On Saturdays Ihe flight will de- 
part Rome nt 1 : 1 5 p. m. vio Chi- 
cago. arriving in Los Angeles at 
7:30 p.m. local time. Flighis 
• Jroni Los Angeles to Rome via 

Qiicago and Milan on Tuesdays. Rrunn NaBini ah«.m < 
Thursdays and Saturdays will de- NasinI, Alitalia s area 

and arrive in Rome at 10:35 and Alltnlia’s plan was io ooer 

a.m. the following day. The Hus new destination in 19 S 5 

direct Los Angcles-Rome flight However, in recent months 

North All.antic operations have 
2 fni!!!' ••“"*''*“8 8-50 contimied to register healthy and 

a. in. the following morning. growing returns, and this further 

•Alitalia's decision to operate sJf®*'BH'ened the company's re- 
thls new foiue was Influenced by , , expand this important 

: promising signs of a general up- *“®*;**®‘- 
y«rd trend In Hie US economy; a Alitalia’s passenger traffic In. 
recovery which Is expected to **'*ea8ed by 1 3 per ceiit durinathe 
crnllnuc through lig4 and second semester of 1 983 against 
‘ the; same period of 1982. while 

! A|r traffic ori the North Allan- [J®. * 5 ?™Pany'b cargo traffic dur- 
llc routes lias also shown signs W*"® same period increased by 

pf 'ImpryvemenL . 'rtrUcuIhrlv .Va. .S®*!. ®®"‘: *^^e light of 

during, recent' months; Demand iilf®® HSt^res and on the basis of 

' {e> IIvaI.t' li'il.lt....— .k ' I me Cfllnniinu* C el..a«ani ^ J ! . 



WITH LESS than one year 
left in Saudi Arabia's Third 
Development Plan (1980- 
1985), Saudi planners are 
busy putting the finishing 
touches on a new blueprint of 
the kingdom's future priori- 
ties for government expendi- 
ture, The new programme, 
Saudi Arabia's Fourth Deve- 
lopment Plan, covering the 
period 1985-1990, will re- 
portedly reflect the king- 
dom's changing economic 
realities and its streng- 
thened commitment to 
promote private sector 
growth. 

The overall strategy of the new 
plan IS said to recognise the 
pressing necessity to diversify 
Saudi Arabia's economy in order 
to lessen Its reliance on oil 
revenues and government spend- 
ing. One key goal of the new 
development plan will be to fos- 
ter a wider, more varied indus- 
trial base. This will be achieved 
in two ways. 

.prsl, the Saudi government 
will shift the bulk of government 
spending away from infrastruc- 
ture projects towards mainte- 
nance, services and operations. 
This new priority will include 
commissioning private inter- 
ests to operate, manage and 
maintain a variety of govern- 
ment utilities. Science, techn- 
ology and agriculture will also 
receive increased attention. 

In addition to this development 
strategy reorientation. Riyadh is 
also planning several new initia- 
itives designed to encourage the 
private sector to play a more pro- 
minent role in the kingdom’s 
economic life. 

The Saudi government, while 
reluctant to set up an official ' 
stock exchange in the kingdom ' 
because of the example set ij the 
disastrous Souq Al-Manakh 1 
crash in nearby Kuwait, is nev- 1 
ertheless encouraging some II- 1 

miled offerings of public shares. \ 

Already, the state- owned ! 
Saudi Basic Industries Corpora- 
tioii (SABIC) has issued 20 per 
cent of, its S2.87 billion issued 

'r f®*"**! of 2 million ■ 
1,000-rlyal shares for public 
subscription. Some 1.8 mllilon , 
of these shares have been of- ^ 

If -IjI ^ T 


'1^ 


\ \ % ' 
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pibnc***“"* Industries: New 20 per cent 


officially-blessed shares regis- 
tration company Is likely to en- 
courage the introduction of new 
stock into the market. 

Also expected in the coming 
weeks is the establishment of the 
National Industrialisation Com- 
pany (NIC), whose role will be to 
foster private sector industrial 
initiatives. NIC will have an equ- 
ity base of S 1 7 1 million, to be 
funded mostly by Saudi business- 
men and banking institutions, 
and will focus its attention on 
the development of local small- 
to- medium-size industries. 

NIC will, among other things, 
seek out overseas joint venture 
partners for manufacturing, in- 
dustrial management, market- 
ing, technology and mainte- 
nance, according to Saudi gov- 
ernment officjals. It is already 
involved In discussions with Mit- 
subishi of Japan regarding the 
production of Japanese trucks, 
as well as planning for a new pri- 
vate pharmaceutical venture 
called Saudi Pharmaceutical In- 
dustries Corporation. The latter 
is to construct a SlOO 
million plaqt in Gazzlm for the 
production of over-the-counter 
non- prescription drugs. MC 
plans to investigate opportunities 
in the production of capital goods 
and industrial plastics as well 


Interestingly, NIC is not ihe 
only vehicle the Saudis are utilis- 
ing to boost private industry Ii 
has been reported recently tbu 
Saudi officials are seeking ' ofl< 
set agreements" for some I7.J 
per cent of the S3. 94 billiofi 
command and contrd system 
under tender with US compaain 
as part of Saudi Arabia’s Awaa 
surveillance aircraft pseka^. 
The offset agreements would »• 
quire the US companies receiv- 
ing the contract to arrange for 
US partners to invest in up to 
$ I - 8 billion worth of joint vea- 
lure projects in the kingdom, 
particularly in the field of manu- 
facturing, as part of Ihe contract 
terms. 

The creation of NIC and the 
implementation of the Fourth 
Development Plan should usher 
in a new phase of opportunities 
for companies in ibe non- 
construction sector in Saudi Ara* 
bia. Although operations and 
maintenance appears to be grow* 
Ing field in the kingdom, a 
recent Saudi decree imposes a li- 
mil of one year on many such 
contracts. 

Other promising areas, ac- 
cording to a report from Riyadh, 
include water and sewage distri- 
bution, agriculture, health care 
and foodstuffs. 

(MidEast Report) 


Kuwait establishes firm to 
deal with Manakh effects 
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:itiMnr*or Kuwaiti Sheikh AJi took over as fin 
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to 75 per J^® 300 nulh^^^ Kuwaiti dinar sources of the bankrupt dealers 
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^ the Gulf war 

Iraq is capable to withstanti 
the new Iranian offensive 


LONDON(Agencies)— Billed as the de- 

c^iw" bailie of ihe Gulf war, Iran s.cur- 
%al assauK on Iraq looks like deciding 
nothing at all. Most Western analysts do 
not beHeve Iran can break through Iraq's 
Dowerfui defences, nor that an escalation 
of the war is imminent. The doom- laden 
scenarios of the Strait of Hormuz barri- 
caded oil supplies to the outside world 
cul off, and Western industry running 
down are discounted by the experts. 

Undoubledly Iran has massed Us 
biggest-ever armies for this campaign but 
four major reasons are cited for a conti- 
nuing slalemale. Iraq has a five-to-one 
supcriorily in armour and combat air- 
craft, outweighing Iran’s distinct man- 
power advantage. A key Iraqi weapon is 
(he Soviet-supplied helicopter gunship, 
Mil suited for destroying tanks and deci- 
mating the "human wave" offensive the 
Ayatollah's Iran goes in for. 

A second reason is the sophistication of 
Iraq's defences, modelled on classic So- 
viet lines with some French refinements. 

A relatively light forward screen serves to 
identify and assess the strength and objec- 
tives of enemy attacks. Behind this lies a 
blocking force, buttressed by minefields, 
tank traps, earthworks, and well- prepare^ 
fields of iire. Further back still is the 
main force ready to destroy the enemy 
should It get so far. 

Thirdly, Iran's constant exhortations to 
Iraq's Shlas to rise against President Sad- 
dam Hussein have so far not produced any 
visible sectarian cracks in the Iraqi army 
or in society at large. A fourth ;ioinl in 
Iraq's favour is the increasing support it 
appears to be getting from both superpow- 
ers, neither of which would relish an Ira- 
nian vi^ory. Russia has been generous in 
supplying arms, while there are reliable 
reports that the United States is giving 
Iraq setelHte intelligence. 

Iraq, therefore, is* well- prepared, 
well-armed and internationally well- 
supported. U seems neither combatant 
has (he means to defeat the other or even 
to precipitate an escalation of the war 
serious enough to bring in outsiders. 

Iran has often threatened to close the 
wrails of Hormuz, but when President 
Rnamcnei repeated this threat last week, 
he softened his bellicose rhetoric with an 


assurance to the Arab slates of the Gulf 
and to the world at large that Iran would 
block the Straits only if it were itself de- 
nied, navigation rights there or if America 
intervened militarily. 

* Iran has often threaten- 
ed to close the Strait of 
Hormuz, but when Pre- 
sident Khamenei repeated 
this threat last week, he 
softened his bellicose rhe- 
toric with an assurance to 
the Arab states in the Gulf 
and to the world at large 
that Iran would block the 
Strait only if it were itself 
denied navigation rights or 
if America intervened mi- 
litariiy,’ 

In fact Iran's threat to Hormuz would 
seem to be much exaggerated. It would 
only materialise at the end of a multi- 
'Stage escalation. First, Iran's present 
campaign would have to breach Iraqi 
defences. It is doubtful whether it can. 
Second, President Saddam Hussein would 
have to be convinced that he had no alter- 
native but to launch an allout attack on 
Iran's oil terminals and on International 
tankers carrying Iranian oil. True he has 
five Exocesl-armed Super- Etendards, but 
they would be ineffective against the 
Kharg Island terminals and, without long- 
range airborne reconnaissance, the Iraqi 
airforce could not easily identify and des- 
troy a major tanker. 

As Dr Robert Mabro, Director of the 
Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, puls 
it, "Hormuz is a red herring. Not only is 
the channel difficult to block but Iran 
depends on it for its imports as well as ex- 
ports. Both Iraq and Iran know that any 
act of naval terrorism would trigger off 
such a violent reaction by the big powers as 
not io be In the Interests of the perpetr- 
ator." In Dr Mabro's view, neither Iraq 
nor Iran truly wants Io internationalise 
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Iraqi soldiers shell Iranian positions: Superiority In arms 


the war. They would do so only' in extre- nian attack on the Straits or on them, they 
mis." To bring in new actors would rob do not believe such an attack to be immin- 
them of control at home. ent or planned. More importantly, they 

While Saudi Arabia and its Gulf allies pre maty e African intervention 

are agreed on the necessity of an Aineri- J?'®'**** contribute to the danger they most 
can intervention in the event of an Ira* 



Arab workers cheated 

WASHINGTON — The Israeli State Comptroller’s 33rd annual report, rele- 
ased at the end of last year revealed that the so-called social benefits to Arabs 
from the occupied territories who work In Israel have been all but meaningless. 
The section of the report dealing with the employment service which directs 
about 60,000 workers each niontli to Jobs In Israel, indicated that since 1970, 
the ‘benefits' have been paid without being linked to the inflation rate and 
without Interest. Since Israel has been running triple digit Inflation I'or a num- 
ber of years, the millions of Israeli shekels deducted from Arab workers* sala- 
ries for vacailons, sick pay and other allo^nces were paid bock to them nt 
many limes less than their real value. 

Former mayor lauds Jordan- PLO talks 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — Former Gaza mayor Rasbnd Shawwa has said the 
resumption of Jqrdanlan-PLO talks Is a **good prelude towards pressing Israel 
to end the occupation’ ’ . Mr. Shawwa was speaking at the Israeli Party’ s con- 
ference earlier In the week. He noted that the Labour Parly* s Invitation to him 
to speak at the conference had given him hope, and that he sensed a ' ' refre.sh- 
ing vrind of change" within Israeli society. 


Suicide rocks Israel’ s 
Labour Party 

Bly Arle Haskel 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (ONS) — Israel’s opposition Lab- 
our Party is in uproar following the suicide of Yaakov Levin- 
son, the man twice tipped to be Labour’s candidate for the 
rmance Ministry. He took his life last week 1 2 hours after 
" was announced that the police fraud squad had been in- 
structed to investigate the affairs of two Israeli investment 
companies he has headed in the United States. 

Vaskov Levinson, aged 52, had been considered one of 
f brightest economists. He took ^nk Hapoalln, affi- 
«« ®“i. . ^*"®**® unions, from relative obscurity to being 

«« ®* *sfft®rs fast-growing banks. In advance of the 1981 
. ®*®cllon Levinson stepped down from his post at the 
to devote himself to preparing an economic master 
^ implemented if Labour returned to power. It 
ani®? . productivity, sweeping export incentives 

no tough fiscal measures to half InllatTon through a total 
PnzeTreeze, . 

i^**'^®t*8ht him into direct conflict with powerful elements 
;?-'?® Histadrut Labour Federation to the point where 
©lections were held — and in the event 
^ Labour ^ party chairman Shimon Peres announced 
iaUr ^ was no longer Che candidate for finance min- 

thr6w himself Into building up investment com- 
wmes in New York, Ampai and USI, and divided his time 
oetweeh the Unheri staiM israAi Alarm hells besan to 


over a 
■bs had 
ice and 


- tr ttuegauons were maae loai miipni 

*V/.‘ypindentifled intere 5 ls"'at a low, price and 
' ' Israeli ppye^iinciluding the ^wprkers’ bank wheq 

i/. . ; had riseq. considerably. 

‘ ™ liming of this affair could hardly , 

condug as it d^s tji^dn opir 
8*Ve a'chancq of v^inhin^ ,, 

^■^-?!^*?.*F,W0fily jnJhe^nexteiecUon. 


Kuwait joins the big oil league 




This month South magazine 
looks at how the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation 
emerged as a major force in 
the international oU market. 

Also in this issue: 

□ Hunger: Who's to blame for the food crisis?. 

□ Soviet Union: What now. alter the man who 
never was? 

□ Lebanon: The Lebanese do not want partilton 
but will they gel their way? 

□ Iran: How Moiitazeri passed the lest to 
.succeed Khomeini. 

□ Buslnesa Profile: Syria’s Mouslapha Akkad. 

□ UNESCO: M'Bbw’s answer to the US decision 

to quit. . 

□ Economics: Mounting US protectionism nabs 
more and more Third World exports. 

□ Philippines: How tong can Marcos lul? 

□ Nicaragua: Despite her problems, past and 
present, Nicaragua’s economy is doing well. 








% V ^ * 

Now available on youi* news stand. 
Buy your copy now 
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middle east 

After the army's defeat 

West Beirut becomes quiet as 
Berri promises law and order 


Qy Colin SmllJi 

BL'IRUT — At Ihc Al Hamra 
cinema in Wcsi Bciriit ihcy are 
showitiis " I he New York Black- 
‘Hit . In Ihc cinema's enlniiicu 
inc Mills on display hlnl at new 
depths III rnpe. arson uiid mur- 
der. Ihe posters promise; ■’Tlic 
iiiosi incredible iweJve hours of 
icrior ever lived.” 

Many Ueiruti.s Ihoughi thni this 
WON exactly wliai they were gotiifl 
to get and more when ihe Mu- 
slim mithias drove iroop.s loyal 
tu IVesidcnl Gomayel out of this 
hair of Che ciiy two weeks ngo. It 
WHS the years of anarchy that 
pr^uded the departure of the 
1 1.0 in Ihc summer of 1982. 
when dozens of compeiing mili- 
tias foiiglii gun battles over any- 
Iniiig from politics to car par- 
king. that led some West Beiru- 
tis to welcomo the Israelis, who 
evcnuially handed over to the 
multinational force and the li- 
batiese army. 


Now the US Marines arc foll- 
owing the British and llallan ex- 
ample and leaving Lebanon and 
I lie gunmen arc back among the 
overgrown rubble along the 
green line which separates Mu- 
slim West from Christian East 
Ifcirut. Of the multinational 
lorce only the French paras are 
left, doggedly guarding Ihe green 
line's main cros.sing points at the 
National Museum and in the 
port. 

Hut as yet. the streets of West 
Beirut arc neither al the mercy 
of robber barons nor shrouded in 
an Islamic veil. The last is a fate 
some of its residents feared even 
more than anarchy, since this 
has always been the cosmopoli- 
tan. easy-going commercial 
h^cart of the city, NWih a large 
Christian (and at one time Je- 
wish) minority living and work- 
ing ttmon^ its Sunni and Shi* he 
Muslims. 

It is true (hat in Ihe first 48 
hours of their victory over the 


army there was some lawless- 
ness. Enibu.ssies and LIN agen- 
cies had their vehicle.s taken al 
gunpoint. Some of the few shop- 
keepers who dated reopen wore 
robbed. One of those voung 
Slii'iics. who believes that 'Leba- 
non's salvation lies in an Iranian 
style Islamic republic, came to 
the Commodore Motel bar and 
smashed some whisky bottles 
with his rifle butt, to the horror 
of the Western press corps who 
make up most of its clientele. 

Some grocers still hide away 
stocks of alcohol and caution re- 
gular customers to be careful of 
who is around when ordering it 
So It is not unusual to hear some- 
body requesting ."some of the 
red stuff in bottles*'. Some of 
the more ghastly poster art of 
Mil itc fundamentalism has be- 
gun to appear along Hamra. 
West Beinifs Oxford Street, in 
the form of ‘martyrs* lying on 
inorgue tables with half their 
skulls blown away. Street ven- 



Brltlsli Ferret armoured vehicle patrol the streets of West Beirut 
during the days of the MNF 
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American-^ rab Affairs has carved out an 
impressive place for itself among readers 
concerned about current developments and 
U.S. interests in the Middle East.” 

The Honorable Harold H. Saunders 
Resident Fellow at the American Enieiprise 
Institute, Former Assistant Secretary of State 
and Member of the National Security 
Council. 


American-Arab Affairs has immensely 
contributed io a better understanding of the 
Arab world,” 

H«E. Clovis Maksoud 
Permanent observer to the United Nations 
and Chief Representative in the United 
Stales for The Arab League. 


Atnerican-Arab .‘Iffairs has become an 
aulhoiitaiive documem on U.S.-Middle 
East issues. At a time when balanced 
information is so vitally important to ihi.s 
region, the journal has done its Joh 
splendidly. It should he requited reading for 
all seeking a just ijoacc in the Middle East.” 
The Honorable Nick J. Rahall, II 
U.S. Congressman, West Virginia 


dors, mostly young men with 
new beards dressed in jeans and 
training shoes, have begun sell- 
ing Khomeini posters and plastic 
medallions showing the Ayatoll- 
ah's photograph on one side and 
on the other a picture of Mr. Na- 
bill Berri. leader of the Shi'ite 
militia Amal. 

This is an odd combination be- 
cause, apart from their faith, the 
Ayatollah and Berri have very 
little in common. For a start it 
was ^rri,^ a Francophile lawyer 
in his mid-40s, who made it 
plain that he was not interested 
in creating an Islamic stale. He 
has always stressed that Leba- 
non. with its 16 main confessio- 
nal groupings, is a pluralistic so- 
ciety where tolerance must be 
the byword. 

Amal is the dominant Muslim 
militia and, as soon as the army 
wre driven out of West Beirut 
Berri announced that he consid- 
ered himself responsible for law 
and order . “Just give me 24 
hours, he said, and he meant 
It. Orders were given that the 
only place a militiaman might 


hold a weapon was along the 
green line. 'Two who refused to 
comply with thi,<; order were shoi 
dead by Amal patrols, who have 
since handed internal security 
back to the police. 

Restaurants have been (old 
that there is no ban on serving 
alcohol and most now do so 
openly. (The small shopkeepers' 
nervousness seems to stem from 
a bombing campaign against li- 
quor stores that started shorUy 
before Christmas.) A Christian- 
Muslim mass, attended by repre- 
sentatives of Amal and a Sunni 
member of parliament look place 
at a Greek Orthodox Church. 
The smartly-dressed women with 
highly coiffured hair are back, 
cruising the boutiques around 
Hamra. where legless beggars sit 
and watch the Mercedes go by. 

You know what happened 
when the electricity failed in 
New York," said Berri, when he 
fii's! apologised for the excesses 
of his revolution and vowed to- 
put things right. ‘'Look whal 
happened them." 

Observer News Service 


Human Rights Commission 
condemns Israeli activities 


^ Recum t6: . ■ . 
A^e^ican-Arab Affairs 
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^.Carrie Nelle Thompson 
I Star Geneva Correspondent 

"7 Human Rights 
Commission’s annual meetlnn 
has completed one half Us delib- 
erations/ with strong condemna- 
tion of Israeli practices in (he 
occupied territories. It hns 
dealing 

^(h this sitnatlon. In the first, 
the Commission confirmed its de- 
claration that Israel’s ’‘grave 
breaches.* of the Geneva Con- 
ventlon relating to protecting ci- 
vilians In time of war are war 
crimes and an affront to hnman- 

In a second resolution the 
ComnUsrion strongly con- 
demned Israel for Its attempts to 
Israeli citlienshlp and 
on the Syrian cl- 
n<ena In^ the. occnpled Golan 
Heights. In a highly contested 
pangraphi which mmiaj l.. 


**«®CominlssioS 
afringently deplored the nega- 
tive vote and prorlsraell position 
?ti* member of the 

UN Mcurltv Cdunril which 
Connell from 
adopting aga^st Israel ‘ appro^ 

:• . prihte nmasures*, 

Com- 

; JjHripa- called; niHMi- IsrpeJ to ' 
;• Jarritoriesij Iiacliining ; Jern^lem ; 

I (hb|r Inaliehabie - 


vylthdraw from all the other occu 
pled Arab territories. 

The three resolutions repre 
sented the culmination of seven 
weeks of a debate the Palestloii: 
questldn. Charges and couate 
charges have become so predict 
able one can almost recite (bei 
before they are given. Yet th 
Commission’s members, the prf 
vate or public observer and tb< 
reporter must remember that tbi 
unchanged- except- to- become* 
worse sitnatlon of the Pu^- 
tlnlan can be peacefully alredij 
no greater forum than the Ualtet 
Nations, and it vrill costinae ti 
be a topic of controversy until ai 
acceptable solution Is fonod. 

No one even hazards n guess ai 
.to when such a momentous - 
perhaps miraculous — time wU 
come.. And untll then, represeu' 
tntlves of their nations will con- 
tlnne to speak as did Mr. Youril 


■small or Sudan wno saio 
Commission should condemn 
rael’s criminal designs. It shouk 
call. on Israel to cease these ucts« 
to permit the return of 
tlnlanis to th'clr homeland and t< 
establish, (heir .bwii Indepeuden' 
stgte in Meptine nnder the se$h 
Idf'the-^.;'; r:.'. 

And until speh time as the ml' 
rpcnloiis resolution, Israel’s sup* 
porters . Will , pontlhue hnrUni 
ic^uiiter-charges, ‘ decrying 
patidhs which have pointed thsii 
fingers at ..Impel as being lai 
\^rit offenderp of ihnnuii^ rlghik> 



world 
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Is the OAU broke? 

REVELATIONS AT the Organization 
of African Unity <OAU) Connell of 
Ministers meeting In Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia last week show that the 
pan-African body’s financial accounts 
are in the ‘red*. 

By all considerations, (bis does not 
speak well of a continental organlzn- 
lion which seeks the unity and develop- 
ment of its members. Tbe case also 
brings Into focus the attitude of Afri- 
can nalions towards the OAU, which 
Y/is foanded by dint of hard work by 
leaders of (be newly Indepeudent Afri- 
can slates In the early 1960s. 

Giving reasons for the near bank- 
ruptcy of the OAU, the Acting 
Secretary-Gcnerai Mr. Peter Onu said 
many member states of the organiza- 
tion have not been paying their dues,, 
some for more than IS years. What was 
more shocking was Mr. Onu’s dlsclo- 
sare that the worse offenders In the 
paymenl of dues are the ‘better- 
placed* African nations. This means, 
tbe poorer nations have rather been 
paying their contributions more regu- 
larly despite the economic problems 
they face at home. 

Faced with nnanclnl problems, it Is 
sot surprising that the OAU has not 
lived up to expectation In the 21 years 
that it has existed, fot v^ile these 
Mrican nations fall to honour their 
fiDancial obligation to the OAU, which 
as It were is a meagre annual contribu- 
tion, these nations spend millions of 
dollars on purchasing military equip- 
ment and on expensive projects which 
IB the long run do not benefit their peo- 
ples. 

Moreover, the African nations seem 
I to be more Interested In bidding for Ihe ' 
jesting of the annual OAl) summit, 
rbis Is considered a presllgiou.s occa- 
sion by most beads of state, because 
hosts the summit, automati- 
cally becomes (he chairman of the or- 
gaolzadoQ for that -year. As for the 
i^’^pP^rtitions for tbe sumoUt, the least 
Mid about (hem, the better. There have 
Men Instances where host nations spent 
of millions of dollars in 
DU idtng complex conference centres, 

I “,®*®** Imported expensive llmou- 

; for a show lasting a week. 

; '’OD'Cally, these are done while that 
kas an accumulation of dues 
tloai** P®Polatlon, live In poor condl- 

(be facts are out, and the 
I * financial crossroad — to 
*2® (bat l! may not be'able to pay 
(*s s*»ff H this situation 
ifo* u i™™ber states should look at 
find '^tb all seriousness and 

W * to stop the trend. For, the 
5 tWs problem Is not far 
^be solution lies in every 
ft*te’s pledge to clear Us 
•* * matter of urgency, 
(0 ^ t**f “xtOAU sumndl scheduled 
June ^ *■" Conakry, Guinea next 

b® * big shnnte for the African 
people If the OAU 


member states sit on 
JtncfML^®L®booId be 4oBc nt this 
by the OAU secreUriat Is to 
c<Slee?yif**^S5-*’® 'wysMd means to 
(MU (be owning of a» 

(he 51 nations qom- 
may help.' 

lim^V bw more problems oh Its 
^ ‘bb Pi*oWe«s In 

®ahdra, therefore 
pa <n iMi- . 


Historical Mosques in China 


By Wen Dl 

ISLAM, INTRODUCED m China around 
the 7ih century, is now the religion of M 
million Chinc.se people among 10 of Chi- 
na's S6 nationalities — (he Hiiis. Uygurs 
and Kazaks among (hem. Mosques, built 
across China over the past IJ ceiilurius. 
arc records of contacts between the 
Chinese people and the people in other 
parts of the Islamic world. 

Regarding (hem as an important part of 
China’s cultural legacy, the Chinese gov- 
ernment has placed some historical mosq- 
ues and mausoleums of some prominent 
moslenfLS under state protection and allo- 
cated funds for their repair. 

Most of the large, time-honoured mosq- 
ues are located in China's coastal port ci- 
ties, where foreign trade activities flou- 
rished in ancient times, and in the Xin- 
jiang Uygur Autonomous Region in north- 
west China, where Uygurs live. The old- 
est mosque, however, is believed to be in 
Guangzhou, ihe largest port city in south 
China. Il is called (he '“Huaisheng" 
Mosque. 

'‘Muaisheng** in Chinese means “in 
memory of the Holy Mohammed.'* The 
mosque, which has a roof of classical 
Chinese style and a main hall aUe to hold 
700 worshippers, is said to have been 
built in the 7lh century by an Araband re- 
built in 1935 by the locals. The exact year 
of its construction remains a controv- 
ersial issue at home and abroad, however. 

The Niujic (Ox Street) Mosque in Beij- 
ing is one of the largest in China. It was 
built in 996 during the Northern Song dy- 
nasty. The origin of the mosque was con- 
nected with an Arab merchant and his 
three sons who came to Qiina during tbe 
lime to do business. The local authorities, 
it is said, offered official posts to the 
merchant’s two younger sons, who re- 
fused. Instead, they asked to do mission- 
ary work in China for the cause of Islam. 

The authorities granted their request 
and 'allowed them to build a mosque in 
Beijing. Al first it was only a small hall 
with three service rooms. Extensions 
made during subsequent dynasties brought 
il to its present stale. 'Ibc mosque now can 
hold more than 1.000 worshippers. The 
main hall is built in typical oriental style 






Minaret of the Niujic (Ox Street) Mosque, Beijing 


Front gale of the Qlngling (Purity and 
Tranquility) Mosque la Qnaazhou 

with over-hanging eaves, colourful pur- 
lins and brackets. The elaborately deco- 
rated interior is in Arab style. On a hwi- 
zontaj signboard pre the words *‘qing 
zhen gu jiao”, meaning vislara. a 
time-honoured religion” in Qiinese; in 
the bPndwriling of a prince dining i^e 
reign of Emperor Kang XI of the Qing Py- 
.dasty. 

, Ailoiether ; tliert . ar^ 27 ardi; m 
the htdl. : Abdve epeh ,of them is an en-i 
graved quotation ftoia the . 

eulogy (be KolyMolmnaM^ 

Faciig',ihe-lrr6nf itoor Js? 

building where musleira gather for rpligi- 
On eitherSde of the door 


tablet pavilions. Arabic and Chinese in- 
scriptions on the stone tablets record the 
history of the mosque. Unfortunately 
most of the inscriptions have been eroded 
with the passage of time. About 30 metres 
southeast of the main hall is a quiet cour- 
tyard where ttra foreign Islamic scholars 
who died on missions to China in 1280 
and 1283 lie buried. Stone (ablets mark 
their graves. 

The coastal city of Quanzhou i n the sou- 
theastern province of Fujian was an im- 
portant town where large groups of Arab, 

*The Niqje (Ox Street) 
Mosque In Beijing is one of 
the largest in China. It was 
built in 996 during the 
Northern Song dynasty. 
The origin of the Mosque 
was connected with an 
Arab merchant and his 
three sons who came to 
China during tbe time to do 
business. The local au- 
thorities it is said« offered 
official posts to the mer- 
chant’s two younger sons, 
who refused. Instead, they 
asked to do missionary 
work in China for the 
cause of Islam’ . 


Persian, Indian, Syrian, Moroccan and 
Italian people came and settled in ancient 
times. The Islamic relics here are known 
throughout China. 

The Qingjing ( purity and tranquility in 
Chinese) Mosque in the city, one of the 
ol^st mosques in China, ' was built In 
1009 and modelled after the great mosque 
of Damascus, mtb funds contributed by 
Muslims from Syria, Morocco and other 
'Arab countries who settled here. After 
300 years, the mosque was rebuilt by the 
son of a muslim from Jerusalem. 

* 1 * * * 

The mosque was made entirely of bluish 
igraoite and has S-sbaped arches, vaulted 
ceilings and inscriptional designs which 
resemble the architectural style of Arab 
icountri^s. Tbp gateway is topped by a 
mnaret; a tdwer from, which the call, to 
prayers is given. One of (he peculiarities 
of the mosque, is that It is; without a roof. 
iHuank Qiurun; head of the Islamic Asso- 
qiation of Quaiizhou. sPid that whether 
(bp mosque originaliy h'dd a roof or not 


had long been n subject of discussion 
among Chinese archaeologists. 

The Chinese government granted this 
mosque special protection in 1961 and 
the order was inscribed on a granite tablet 
which can be seen at the gate of the build- 
ing. On the Lingshan Mountain in the eas- 
tern suburbs of Quanzhou is a “Holy 
Tomb” of two Imams. Two stone coffins 
in Arabic style are placed in a »ione pavi- 
lion with semi-circular corridors built on 
its sides and back. A stone tablet in (he 
middle of the corridor says that the re- 
nowned Chinese Muslim navigator Zheng 
He (Cheng Mo) paid homage to the tomb 
In 1417 before he embarked on (he fifth 
of his seven voyages to the Indian. Aro- 
bian and East African coasts. 

Another tomb of Piillinrdin. the I6lli 
descendant of the Holy Mohammi’d. is in 
the “Hui llui Hall” in the city of Yangz- 
hoti in the east China province of Jiangsu; 
Pulhardin came Io Yungzhoii to preach.- 
Islam between 1265 and 1 274. He died 
on n boat sailing on the grand canal back 
to Yangzhou from n journey to the ad- 










Tomb of two Arab Imams on Lingshan ^ 
Mountain outside Quanzhou 

jacent province . of Shandong. His body 
was buried at the present site in accor- 
dance -with his Iasi ^rds. The tomb js of 
Arabic style, too. . 

China Features 
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By Sara Southey 

MISHAMO, Tanzania — When is a re- 
^ refugee camp? How do 

Mmmunily? Mishamo, a settlement in 
wsicrn Tanzania, is a rare example of a 

*‘«*'»secs onto the 
land aiid into the economy of a host coun- 
iry — to the apparent benefit of both the 

are**?-J?e schemes 

because most Third World coun- 
Uics — especially countries as poor ns 
^nzama — tend to hope that their uii- 

quickly after 

being t^ed and cared for by the inter- 
national agencies. 

Yet the UN High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees UNHCR), at it.s annual meetTna 
ate last year, decided that such expecta- 

refugees in 

and needed *‘he™?o^d™rrn^ 

® Tanzanian govern- 

menl designated on area about the size of 
”**^“860 settlement. Today. 
Burundi refugees — Hutus 
who fl^ after their rebellion against the 

*” >572 — hove 
settled in this previously under-popiilolcd 

Kigoma. They have 
turned a land once described as an 
muSfi^ wldernesf into a vibrant com- 
munily. ^ch arriving family gets five 
hectares of land on which to build a home 

World Food Programme provides rations 
for a year , or unit the family harvests its 
first crop and Is able to fecd^iiself. 


Tanzania: 


Burundi refugees show the 
way to economic progress 



Ethiopian They h.,. io eo.ol.ic ,he ex.n.p,e of ihe.r Borond. coooierporis 


o*ber international aid 
agencies provide some of the resources 

wSna refugees build 

wells, schools and roads for each of the 
se temenfs 16 villages. The%o?le of 
Mishamo now have 12,000 ^hectares 
under cultivation, and last year S225.000 


Australia: 

Opinion poll shows a rise in 
Bob Hawke’ s popularity 


worth of tobacco, corn and beans was sold 
to government agencies. Tanzania is also 
doing vi«ll. A remote area of the country 
IS developing economically; the villages 
need agricultural and health workers and 

Tanzanians 

are now doing these jobs; and the brunt of 
the expenses are taken care of by inier- 
agencies. Yet Tanzania also has a 

long history of welcoming refugees 

freedom fighters from some 
southern African colonies i^ich have 
sint^ won their independence — when 
conditions were not so favourable. 

hnl!lf*r j comparison between Mis- 
hamo and the South East Asian refugee 

CBtnns In urhmk . . . .^ 


— Australia's 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke is the most po- 
pular person ever to have held his office 
awordiiig to opinion polls. One such poll 

positlve re- 

sponse In his favour, with only 16 per 
cent disapproving and the rest undecided. 

Such figures are clearly phenomenal but 
[hey mask the political reality that his 
Labour Party has its wea- 
Knesses. One current joke is that the 16 
ihp '"'bo disapprove of him are all in 
the Labour Party. Since the mid- 1 970s 
Mr. Hawke has deliberately pitched his 
appeal over the head of the Labour Party 

on!?Lpf ■‘t'® as a whole. Cause 

?f”? f® b‘ff*cuU to disentangle but 
iioniS.^’T increasingly obvious that a 
significant; section of the Labour Partv 
harbours n deep suspicion of its leader. 

Mr .^Hawke's elevation to the leadership 
one month be? 

^ ^e*'ob election, did not signify 
^0"®^ or. even support. It 
signified desperation. Having been out of 
, power l^or all but three of tlmpTevlous 32 
MPs were desperate. They 
knew Bob Hawke would win it for Ihem.^ 

^Since then there has been a turnaround 

budM?”!?/? ® nonexpansiohary 

pti^et, talk of .restructuring Industry and 

paring tariff levels, , 

iSth Vietnam and to pursue 

■ S‘5 *"lonesians the moral Issues ass- 

invas\on of.Sst 

■ members of the Labour 
Phfty have taken a lot of offence. 

beeh renected In pu- 

!?,!'■ Employ brganis;- 

’“'■g®' supremd/ln ; ‘ 
Victoria, the home .state nr iha ■ 


iampsTn wSch p^“prLrf Sd?n:o‘T"’“^ become h 

owrerowded tarwks behilid tarC bcinfl a dm In f\n coIma 


. - pvwpsw aic luw&ca inLD 

owrerowded barracks behind barbed 
They are fed, clothed and immun- 
ised, but most have nothing to do but hone 
for resettlement in the West. One slight 


problem here is the refugees arc h-., 
than most Tanzanians, but 
under-populalion. this has not 
\ issue. The four medical diiS„ 

^ fully Slocked with suppiies^^S*^**^ 
fanzanian dispensaries. The infam"'^ 
lahiy rale for Mishamo is 45 deathc 
lirst year per 1 ,000 births a? 
the national figure of 135/1 000^^*^" 

in Tanzania and we liv^hTre S*?.'! 
will only a few difficulties." These^dS' 
culties include scarcities nr ■>n ^ ’ 

Esseniini '^ throughout the loujS ! 
Essential commodiiies are scarce rl, 
everyone, not jusi refugees ■' 

UNHCR would like these Villases to s. 
come fully self-sufficienl so iiS„ h!t 

Tanzanian government. There 1 
evidence that things are moving in ih 
S' agricultural t 
Rotte has been working to expand ih* i 
ogricultural potential of the land. Ih I 
helped with the introduction of oir I 
crops, irrigation works for rice, the groB 
i”.g ®f fruit tree seedlings and the esii' I 
blishment of a network of agricullura! ei- 
lension workers. ! 

At the same time, the villages are 6e- 
coming socially organised along Tann- 
man village lines. Agricultural and health 
assistants and teachers, along >^th out 
representative from every 10 families, sii 
?*? f ® village council. It has responsibil- 
ity for the son of self-help health cart 
and literacy programmes which hav« 
wrked in other parts of the nation, AU 
villages have communal fields tended by 
coi^unal iatx)ur. Proceeds from lhe« 
iieids fund village investments, such as 
the buying of a plough. 

. . Mishamo, may soon achieve iis 
independence" from UNHCR and other 
agencies. It may also become fully inlc* 

Bralflri inf/\ To i .../..j-r , 


iuii£unia, oecause insieafl 
Ming a drain on scarce Tanzanian fund 
It IS now contributing to the national ec 
noray. 

Eartbsci 


Bob Hawke 

oust the loft, which has publicly and bit- 
terly pledged itself to oppose the move. 

• At the same time another development 
threatens the prime mihister'h rest. There 
s a group of Labour MPs . In this Par- 
liament led 1 ^ Foreign Minister and for- 
mer Labour leador Mr. Bill Hayddn, which 
Tu®”®? the- Right' Sr Ihe 

'■ They have now decided'to: organise 
.thei^elyes into. a. separate- ('action. This 
new group yrfll hold the balance of power 
and. dependlng on Its aims which are still 
unclear. Could create serious prdbiams for 
the prime minister. . . » , 


NATO study reveals cuts 
in Soviet defence spendin, 

By Ian Mather 

increasing at less than half the^rmle°DrpS?”**'i”® °^®'^ seven years has bee 

confidential NATO study It saw^thi? u ^ supposed in the West, according to 
yowlh in defence spen^dina '976. since wfie 

terrns, or possibly. a lUtle less. between 2 and fi /2 per cent a year in rei 

States, Britain and a numi7c^^^ '*? *l®l‘®uce spending by the Unite 

Expenditures of the Soviet Union and plnJ^ countries. The study, entitled 'Militsr 
tific and Economic Con^mluie^®S3 

comes after a major downward ?6Mses^^^^ NATO two weeks' ago. I 

and Incorporates intelligence assessmenff vJ ?oviel defence spending by the CIA 

Increwe "large quantities of rallitarv^harH^'^®®'^*^' ®'^®“ toSy’s lower rates o 
es. They include 75 big shipT about "®‘‘® *l®llvered to the armed fore 

submarine missiles, 6.000 military aircraft^ intercontinental ballistic missiles m 

A number of possible causas nr *u ■ *** tanks, 

military sector may have Men affectSd *976 are suggested. Th< 

economy, which has grown at a maJkA^u difficulties experienced by the Sovie 
sectors have been beset by botttenS^ks *‘“*® ^he late 1970s. Som« 

fenre industries; The study saw lechWcii ®"PP‘y problems for the de 

technology into new weapons systems hy incorporating n«v 

scale and pace of technological fnnwmioTmav^ produced a slow-down. p< 

did. ■ be raising more difficulties than thej 

. 08rIyT9^90s/*'*^ Soviet defence spending wiJJ begin to rise more rapidly again inth< 

include fighter and afri^nrSarnlnd a^^ and development stage. Thej 

mtoins and submarines. " It is bradlwSrfft®?^’ ballistic and cruise missiles, spac< 

tional capability in the 1 980s than in "Jo™, systems will reach initial opera- 

W Last! December -CIA l,96ps or 1970s.’' says the study. 

; defence spendlng'had been ®®rH®r estimates of 5ov|«i 

P®u ^®st®rh analysts usd a^JnSSiiS? *1?® might have been less than 2 

, ^**5^ Jl would cost to make everv n/ihL^xr o ^ approach, laboriously caJculatlnj 

dudejthat;the Soviet Union has .l^ow .they have . con- 

;■ EV h ; |»en producing less ^mary equipment than they 

pe its deifence sending in real 

ilfiJJ/./ncrease Iri. United Stdfis definrA^ t«;®sident Reagan has lasked for a .1 3 per 
dhaj to; dn ipeifejaBe of .but his opponents ^hope to reduce 






opinion 


The abrogation: 
cause and effect 

By Ya'coub Jaber 

THE ABROGATION of the 1 7 May 
troop withdrawal ngreuincni between 
Lebanon and Israel last Monday was 
ihe climax of a series of events iind 
dewlopments. These events made it 
inevitable for the accord to be unnul- 
ted. Even before the official eancclla- 
tion of the agreement. Lebanese offi- 
cials used to refer to llie accord ns 
*Mad' or 'frozen'. This is becau.se nei- 
ther Israel nor Lebanon were able to 
carry it out. 

The accord for Israel was of a major 
significance because it meant that a 
second Arab state had signed a peace 
treaty before a solution was found to 
the Palestinian problem. At the begin- 
ning of the invasion of Lebanon in the 
summer of i 982, Israeli leaders talked 
jubiiantly about a circle of peace group- 
ing Israel, Egypt and Lebanon. It was 
not the security situation which really 
mattered, but the submission of 
another Arab state to Israeli military 
might. 

For the first time in its history. Is- 
rael has found out that the use of milit- 
ary strength can be a two-edged wea- 
pon. For the invasion has not only cost 
U dearly in men and money, but has 
also alienated Egypt and made the big- 
gest Arab state reconsider its obliga- 
tions under Its peace treaty with Israel. 

Israel now threatens to implement 
the accord unilaterally, and refuses to 
negotiate new arrangements with Leba- 
non. But threats are something and im- 
plementation is something else. The 
Mly way left before Israel is to keep its 
occupying troops in South Lebanon in- 
defiuitely. something which it cannot 
afford to do under the present circimi- 
stai^s. In one day this week, I 5 Is- 
raeli soldiers were wounded in u scries 
of bomb attacks in South Lebanon. For 
how long can Israel sustain such 
losses? 

The second biggest loser from the 
abrogation of the accord is the United 
States, which mediated between Lcba- 
non and Israel ond then committed Us 
Marines and warships to protect what 
ooked for a moment like a major fore- 
ign policy achievement for the Ameri- 
can diplomacy. Then it became clear to 
Washington that its actions in Lebanon 
were too hasty, if not erreneous and 
miscalculated. 

. From the very beginning, Wash- 
ington's actions contradicted its 
words. At the height of the Israeli in- 
vasion, the United Slates voted for two 
resmutions in the UN Security Council 
calling for unconditional withdrawal of 
the invading Israeli troops from Leba- 
Later, for reasons unknown. 
Washington changed its mind and sent 
iu f,®®i‘®^®ry of state to the area in a 
shutlle betwen Beirut and Tel Aviv 

forged *^® accord was 

"wdialion of the agreement, 

ne United States adamantly ignored 
vlafij Powerful parlies directly in- 
Lebanese crisis. Syria 
® Soviet Union exploited the si- 
[UWlon to the full by arming the Le- 
wnase opposition groups and pushing 
tnera to a successful military and poli- ; 
^ campaign against president Amin 
the end, Gemayel found 
j klone, with the sole option 
I to terms with Syria and its 
Leb^eSe allies. 

V,5' ' ^Oped now that the United 
ho„®5 fearnt the lesson of the Le- 
^»®®® “5®®® will embark on 8 new 
avnu? ill the Ml<Wle East, 

Mistakes. Recent reports 
ifirS • say that the Reagan 

bas'deoided tb'shift: its 
;Lebahpri (6 the Middle 
S' WholCk ft is not easy, how- 
WMfixl° ^*'?.y® ^hat President Reagan 
' di(i jS * POfhpi'elteusi''® Mid- 
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AL-RAYA, A Qatari newspaper, this 
week stresses editorially the importance 
of the talks held last week in Amman be- 
tween His Majesty King Hussein and PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat. It describes the 
Jordan- PLO dialogue as a strategic 
necessity and a basic historical, geogra- 
phic and human need. 

Al-Raya welcomes Arafat's optimistic 
statements about the outcome of his talks 
in Amman, adding (hat the PLO leader's 
remarks responded to appeals made by 
West Bank personalities, for Jordanian- 
Palestinian co-ordination to salvage the 
occupied land. 

Al-Fajr of the Abu Dhabi describes last 
week's Jordanian- Palestinian talks as a 
good stop, and calls on Arab states to sup- 
port the dialogue. It says that it is a mis- 
take to oppose such a dialogue, since it is 
intended to protect the Palestinian land 
from Israeli annexation. 

"The Arab nation is eager to see Arab 
leaders meet and co-ordinate their poli- 
cies for the sake of the Palestinian cause. 
The meeting between King Hussein and 
Ariifat is certainly designed to serve the 
cause of the Palestinian people,” writes 
(he paper. 

End the suffering 

On Lebanon, the Egyptian newspaper 
Al-Akhbar stresses the need to reach a so- 
lution which protects Lebanon's interests 
within its Arab framework, so that an end 
could be put to the suffering of the Le- 
banese. It welcomes the intensive con- 
tacts which have been going on over Lebam. 
non, expressing the hope that they would 
end the bloodshed which lasted over eight 
years. 

The paper also expresses the hope that 
an end to the Lebanese crisis will mark 
the beginning of a new effort to reach a 
just and lasting solution to the Palestinian 
problem. 

Al-Raya says that the restoration of po- 
litical stability to Lebanon can only be 
achieved through an immediate and total 
ceasefire, and this is the responsibility of 
the Lebanese themselves. 

It goes on to say that in order to main- 
tain Lebanon's Arab character, all foreign 
powers should slop interfering In Us afr 
fairs and all Arab slates must contribute 
to its reconstruction. Al-Raya also sajfs 
that what Lebanon has been witnessing is 
the result of Arab disagreement, and at- 
tempts by foreign powers to divert Arab 
attention from tbe basic cause of the 
Palestinian people. 

"A solution now lies with the Lebanese 
people, despite Israel’s threats that the 
abrogation of Uic 1 7 May Uopp withdra- 
wal accord could have serious conse- 
quences,” asserts the paper. 

The Qatari English-lalngpage Gulf Times 

calls on Muslim nations to take prompt pc- 
tied against any country which considers 
transferring' its embassy 
occupied Jerusalem. It warns- tha the 
Zibnlit lobby in the United States vdll wn- 
' tinue to exerefse pressures to transfer the 
!;Amewcan embassy to Jerusalem. - ; , ; 


“Joint action is urgently needed to con- I 
front this new challenge and in order not ' 
to allow the US and Israel to exploit the ^ 
current situation inthe Arab world,” says ! 
the Qatari paper. " 

On the Iraq-Iran war. the same Qatari 
newspaper expresses the hope that the in- ' 
illative announced by Arab League " 
Secretary-General Chadli Klibi to end the ' 
war will succeed and yield fruitful results. 1 
It says (he parties to whom Mr. Klibi 
referred and who will mediate in the con- 
flict have the incentive and the motives to 
act for a ceasefire between the two war- 
ring countries. 

It 'concludes by urging Iraq and Iran to 
abide by the spirit of Islam and shun the 
desire for revenge, which contradicts 
with the tolerant Islamic method. 

In Jordan 

Commenting on Lebanon, Ad-Dustour 
dally in Amman says that signs of a politi- 
cal solution have begun to appear in that 
war-torn country, after the conflicting 
factions reached a constitutional formula 
to annul the 17 May agreement in prepa- 
ration for the resumption of the national 
reconciliation talks in Geneva, 

"By reaching an agreement between 
the government and opposition groups on 
a constitutional formula to abrogate the 
troop withdrawal accord with Israel, 
which constituted a major point of differ- 
ence, the door to dialogue has been 
opened before the Lebanese factions. 
Through bitter experience, they must 
have come to the conviction that violence 
cannot solve the problems of Lebanon as 
-loDg-.as- DO party can abolish ttaq.,plhp|: — 
or' dictate ils' terms on it,” Ad-Dnstour 
notes. 

Israeli press 

In Israel, A1 Handshmar newspaper wr- 
ites that despite all the publicity. Israelis 
have not manifested any enthusiasm for 
moving to live in the 'West Bank's extra- 
vagant housing projects. Many construc- 
tions firms have collapsed and stopped 
work. People now know they were 
deceived, because they were sold land that 
belongs to people from the West Bank. 

"The ministry of housing must ignore 
appeals by the construction companies to 
save them bankruptcy, because the trans- 
fer of public funds to a colonialist adven- 
ture is baseless," A1 HamishniBr says. 

On Israel's Lebanese entanglement, Kol 
Hal’ r asks what kind of developments the 
Israeli government is wailing for before it 
mil re-deploy its forces. America bas 
pulled out and President Gemayel is trying 
to extricate himself from the Syrian- 
‘.‘siege,” it -points out- 

Israel cannot rely on any of the local 
groups. Even the 2,000 Christians who 
dernonstrated in favour of co-operation 
with Israel in the town of Jezzine are not 
able to translate their words into deeds. 
Those elements are after assistance and 
protection while they offpr nothipg in re- 
!turn, the paper says, 

Koteret Rashit comments ;that the gov- 
ernment of Israel is s^lit into (wo factions 
'over the* issue of staying in Lebanon. The 
Argument centres around the safety of.Ga-. 


lilee. "Is it possible to serve this end 
without maintaining forces across the 
border? At any rate both factions see that 
the presence of Israeli troops in Lebanon 
is very costly." 

Was the war In Lebanon a fatal error by 
(he Begin government, or was the error 
only a technical one regarding (he dimen- 
sion and liming of the war. asks the 
paper. 

Haolam Hazeh likens the Lebanese si- 
tuation to one in which Lebanon sells the 
Eiffel tower to Israel in exchange for a 
bouncing cheque. ‘'The' Likud govern- 
ment had to have something to show the 
people of Israel to convince them that the 
war was a success, and that it has accom- 
plished Us objects,” it says. 

The government of Israel understood 
(hat the 17 May agreement was a \vorlh- 
less piece of paper; but instead of pulling 
out of Lebanon, it continued to reiterate 
the lie about big gains in Lebanon. It is 
lime now for the government to account 
for its deeds and to admit failure. Haolam 
Hazeh declares. 

Yedtot Aharonot notes that the United 
States has requested Israel to refrain from 
selling arms to Iran, and to slop hurling 
US Interests in the region. If this request 
has any justification, it says, (hen Isracij 
arms sales to Iran must be to serve Israeli 
interests. If the national interests of Ihe 
US conflict with those of Israel, why 
should Israel run to serve US interests 
and neglect its own? 

The Reagan administration should 
understand that Israeli national interests 
come above all. considerations. The Israeli 
government would do well to ignore the 
American request, particularly at after 
the US' failure in Lebanon. 

In an editorial entitled 'I'hc Tip of the 
Iceberg', Maarlv comments on the suicide 
of the former director of the workers' 
bank, Yacov Levinson. It says what is 
happening inside the Labour Party is but 
an accumulation of developments over 
many years. All of a sudden there has ap- 
peared a division between the Rabin and 
Peres factions, in their light for control 
over Labour. 

Accusations exchanged indicate shakey 
internal relations within the Labour 
Party. For the Ukud, this division Inside 
the Labour movement is a gift from 
heaven. Those desiring a government 
change arc asking themselves now 
whether there is anyone who is capable of 
! taking over. Maariv exclaims. 

Hatsofeh also comments that the atmos- 
pbere within the alignment was very 
tense, even before Levinson committed 
|. suicide. Thera was very little required for 
^ the structure to collapse and to create this 
I brig ado. Now that Levinson bas fired the 
L shot, the conflagration has spread, forc- 
ing Peres to work hard to put out Che fire 
1 in his. party and in the Histadrut' labour 
. movement. 

i^erda carried out bis mission supceas- 
fuily so . far; but the destiny of the L^xnir 
I alignmdut; during the forthcoming elec- 
i tions -wili. depend on his continued suc- 
/ cess, the Israeli paper writes. 
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Reign of terror 1 

'Tm-, is intim^efy conneclL* wit^Rabb? Me\‘r group, I 

must have been devised on™ Ch tha mnrf ‘L®? 
public relations. We can e™m m^ra in ?h! s American Hair for 

predict. P*®' ”'°'® "I® “me vein from him, one may 

KarneCs'i^lir"Smer'lilre^^ 

aftermath of Sunday’s MVauU^n a bSinea?HJ!^^ ‘h® 

that -Thus- had anything to do U Burt^aT/n^, ‘*®"®^ 

rabbi’s group had no objection at all ^ iha 'fy*"g- The I 

minded being involved It’s lust that nn iha#^* attack, and wouldn’t- have I 
something else. Now, Kahaie has ad^ift^d ™‘'® I 

held for the crime are several ‘*'® suspects being I 

is beginning to to^me oSir ^ "‘® "'■sanization. So the link 

wortdVnd°tVe*'®nteraah^^^^ ,o do“anrth' ® ‘".“'’“''T ‘h® Arab I 

terror, all but fully condoned by the rsraaM ®‘°P ® "'g" “f I 

I uals like Kahane roam the occunied which individ- I 

I %™y8renades, slaughtering iSnocents^trin”^^ I 

of the pnnciples of Zionism. If thwe peon^ I 

I Arab nationalism in the world- aU the stopped, then all the I 

I tees and controversies the talk conventions, commit- I 

«» « SteJK-’SMX 

I Hebron vrfiile a?Juown"s alTn^n T cmT I 

I the guns of the zealots seltling^araona them Thi. « I 

from the new*, from compan1es“Sam^^^^^ banned 

I while Judea and Samaria’ is drummed H?® ***« people, I 

prevented from attendina the Pni«M«ioi f ‘"®*r Young people are I 
that if they tiy to get an^ducati^n ^ therm ohr ‘be fear 

‘ban a mere coIl^^JtiLTtt^ 

Feeling of identity 

fi™y“gePs'und'^™^ .^concmation c^^^^ 

from Utanes'e^so* mtle‘’haf 

[eWok'e'Sr ««« ^.h^ 

b.a^rp%‘^d?nU?nJte *™®’ hard to 

Geneva. But we enn’t hblp feX2 that ^ii!^e ““'r 

I clear mandate of explainina the i jhKfn!mf ®®“f 6repce gave him the 
seeking a way ou ZTrC ’^fh^ratJai Ckem.lS ®»d 

I b,®J® been better if he had done thal Bv would 

J 0“ President Assad’s doorsteij ~^rhin« °^*>er direction and 
■ the first to budge from Lelinon ~ of persuading him to be 

.; obvloualhat the 1 7 May pact was already a Meher ” 

] apparent°^IUin° 5 jrelp^^^ "^°*® situation is the 

Itend the talks, and tb cSer ao™?n^Zfa^‘ S"“ ^®™"'® Chamouh to at- 
two monolithic Maronitl leader^ proposed there. The 

®g««m®ht. had teen^Vto^^^ ®f ‘h® 17 May 

I Wsigtoods abd had been dead Set a« «Vf’?i,Tu ^®l®oce of power as it 
' |■^“‘^^^•'P■StrenfetJ^ of the elder Gemhvers^Pbafano-^^ ■ ntiomancB, 

Jdpafto ao:with the;;Pr,eiideht^s relucUce 

a ive, bnder. .lhe,8Wfape:>w; tongfap^'ofe 
m<>rei impcaitfint than future gfd>kh^^^^ 

;Vps a;fabling or iobahei^e:i4^:7r|syi|^-agj^^ 

*1 ' **’1#^ .j* ."t '• l-’* ft 

' ' ••• • ■ ••' • • -- ^ ■•^’■ i ■:•■ a .. -v . 


Mission to conquer; 

The Greeks had a word for it 

By Altaf Gauhar 

Democracy 1^ conquest Is not a new idea. There is niorp i#. 

•he^anclen. Greeks and Ronald He.gaa’ s AmSihr 

IN HIS History of the Peloponnesian War. — 

Thucydides (460 BC) records how the » V, "" 

Athenians made an expedition against the 

Isle of Melos with “JO ships of their jOSwl 

?''2nn®*u Chian, and two Lesbian vessels, ,.vj^ 

1 .600 hea^7 infantry. 300 archers, and ::.%M mlZSk 

flhL,.MTn®n M®^®ber® from Athens, and 

atout 1.500 heavy infantry from the all- V .jRn 

les and the islanders.” The immediate \ 

provocation was the unwillingness of the V 

Melians to submit to the Athenians. At rf iL -JBi 

the time. Athens was the home of demo- ^ \ J 

hn«^’ something of a shrine to the , 5® 

humanist values on which western civlli- VCT[ J^WmM 

sation is based. So the Athenians thought ^\vNG5p3MI 

It proj^r to send envoys to negotiate with 

thLrVn®nlf"Thi“f°!f barm to 

their land. This is how the dialogue went: 

MELIANS: We see you come to be Judges r 

in )^ur own cause and the choice you give 
slavery. But we have right 
and justice on our side. f 

X?“ ^”owas well as we do 

iuVsZ"‘be?^t’ ™;Lis*^’p.;^“"^,:2 

MEUAjNS: since you enjoin us to let right * — -^ Wli 
^?®1r ®‘ flbout our common inter- r n, 

what is right were to he ‘be name of democracy, Athens con- 
lorbidden, you, too, might be vanauished ®wn virtues — In the colonisa- 

by a stronger foe. The end of your emnire ! neighbours’ What was most va- 

would be a signal for the heaviest ven. "T fi'eedom, right and justice, there- 

geance and an example for the world m Z®*" *be weak the strong — \m 

mediate upon. abandoned beyond the city limits for Ihfi 

ATHENIANS- Th« r what was then called self- 

end jt Should,' d«°s “u?f,SliVuTL'riva, 
empire is not so terrible to the vanauished -rn. . . 

as subjects who by themselves attack and . bas three problems, one that ft 

overpower their rulers... shares with the Greek empire — doubJe 

So went iha diflinm.o .. j Standards, to pul it mildly — and twD 0 th- 

ihe Athenians In *be mass media and the compulsion 

irbeliego ?he ‘'®“®®‘' L°. °P®™‘« ®very three years from It. 

[hem a certain numbi? of 'he!?®o™ 0 "“ ti ‘"® 

te/dlaf”*"' '‘“P by o71TrZ?S:X fn’d coot^ 

Over 2 snn uo<i..« ■..« ... . li®*®®...*® regulate the conduct of nations. 

Grenada nresen^^f !?i®-*i’ *b® island of that does not restrain the powerful 
the US The vaars ih ?i' f ^ ^® subduing the weak, if tliey can get 

seen the disaoDBara?M°5f bad w‘‘b H. The question is to grab your 

of mighlv klMdomS^^^ ? '^bole series nelghtoUr quickly and effectively and 
tion in the DassioM ‘^f*! ‘® explain your reasons as elai 

empires bv ?Swiiaai?nV?S ‘® buIW possible. If the Soviet Union < 

that inwK ^®®P‘ **‘®®PS into Afghanistan and 

philosophic dia?oauea"^ ^ preceded by the political course of that coi 

K H lu uiuiogues. fry. then international law can be saf 

orenada saw itself as a sovereign state . *® *be academics to discuss. The re 

aiftn j**® ®wa political persua- *I^e UN Security Council can 

f« ."'*u ® Americans, viewing tbe^elves be vetoed and those of the Gent 
' Sale tL*'®£®®'!J2'®/‘^®«‘ *wuld not Assembly ignored. 

I their bS?k^?d!*VrofideSt%«^^^^ ■ if the US can establish a b 

I ing about the US said last *® b- I*' Grenada, that is fair game. Schol 

have always believed th?t‘ ih?7®J"^^' discuss whether the Govern 

! land was set aoart i_ * jj*®- ®®”°tnted General of Grenada, Sir Paul Scoon, 
way,..”) ®*' nncommon ®ny constitutional authority to invite 

Americans to invade Grenada. Intell 
H® envoys were despatched bv the lin *1!®“ politicians can also reflect 
ited States to St, George's to aroue their ‘"® novel possibility that a state mi 
cue with the firebrands of the New Jewel be subdued by a foreign power at 
Movement. They invaded the tiny island request of its neighbours! , 

IwrsWM ca°r’r?e‘I-**T *5®***“’.! ^‘b 1 () . Was Grenada a dress rehearsal for ^ 

5m awliilt ?hin ^ Inde^ndence and ff. follow in Central America? Was 
3 000 men SSiJdhfo iSS** ®f ‘® ‘be American mind 

rantribuTed hv lls^iffi ®®‘'b®«‘s “*® barbaric Beirut incident, in wl 

tSua and “®^“ ®"®®„“- An- f®me ^00 US Marines and French sold 

inhere any JaLiw! ‘ ‘ madman “'thelr/^ whiih-* le^«f 

gone eomething ifke thi°r “ “““ 

GRENi^I>Us)S: Hey man. Whkt yoii doin' 5S®8®” ® Position to win a second tc 
here wid all dem guns? i ^®®a and many other questions wilH 

AMERICANS: We’re gonna blow *hx ^ *be coming mont 

goddam reds right off this roci? • hj^® President first called Ills Gr« 
GRBNADIANSi Riif liBiar. u.. ®‘an adventure an invasion. Perhaps ' 

Indeiejideni mate ™ “''® ®“ Passion” would have beea aa eja 

i .™“lnd«r of President Car! 

jWERICANS: Oh, out the crap. A two- **“™Jli“i>ng Iranian operation. 

W, Island is not a aation-staio.'’ It ^s act until several days aBer 

(Unaware, Qf. this conversktion. a us **'^®®Ipn 'that’ Reagan fell, confl 
5 *®rmc^w»s screaming away from the oani. christen it a rescue operat 

i '2Ufi? cafii o i® ' ?®,‘ pl®ar what or who, was resc 

I .While, we stabilise your, hatibh.V' ool; the. American student 

! 'thrirbiirilff ' -r .‘Q® wurists in Grenada wKo were n 

yni «nde,r any throat, All that the open 
.'kad Jealously guarded bl JP^^have;succeedad In resciuihg coul 


’ |H;;rnbre .re^ht tiiqes/einDir^ vmi 


In the name of democracy, Athens con- 
sumed its own virtues — In the colonisa- 
tion of Its neighbours' What was most va- 
lued — freedom, right and justice, the re- 
gard for the weak by the strong — \fas 
abandoned beyond the city limits for the 
sake of what was then called self- 
preservation. (Now called national inter- 
est.) 

The US has three problems, one that It 
shares with the Greek empire — doubJe 
standards, to pul it mildly — and two oth- 
ers; the mass media and the compulsion 
to operate every three years from the 
brink of the election vortex. 

The contemporary world has a whole 
range of international laws and cooven- 
|*®/'s 1® regulate the conduct of nations. 

that does not restrain the powerful 
from subduing the weak, if tliey can get 
®''^y wth it. The question is to grab your 
neighbour quickly and effectively and 
then to explain your reasons as elabo- 
rately as possible. If the Soviet Union can 
move its troops into Afghanistan and de- 
termine the political course of that coun- 
try, then international law can be safely | 
leii to the academics to discuss. The reso- 
lutions of the UN Security Council can al- 
ways be vetoed and those of the <^neral 
Assembly ignored. 

. Similarly, if the US can establish a base 
m Grenada, that is fair game. &holars 
wlJ now discuss whether the Governor- 
General of Grenada, Sir Paul Scoon, had 
any constitutional authority to invite the [ 
Americans to invade Grenada. Intellw* 
tuals and politicians can also reflect on 
the novel possibility that a state might 
now be subdued by a foreign power at the 
request of its neighbours! 

• ^®5 Grenada a dress rehearsal for what 
IS to follow in Central America? Was it a 
Tu *1? ®.** *®I^® Hi® American mind olT 

‘“® *^H5arIc Beirut incident, in which 
some 300 US Marines and French soldiers 
lost their lives? Was it all a part of the 
madman theory” which' leaves the 
wrld wondering what will happen next 
Gr was it intended, to consolidate 
^agan s position to win a second term? 
i nese and many other questions will con- 
tinue to be asked in the coming months. 

The US President first called Ills Greoa- 
dian adventure an invasion. Perhaps “re- 
scue mission” would have been an eml»f- 
rassing reminder of President Orter s 
humiliating Iranian operation. 

. It was not until several 'days after the 
Invasion ' that’ Reagan fell, confident 
.®f'®hgh to christen it a rescue operation 
« IS, not. clear what or who rescued 
not; the . American students or 
the ;(puri8t8 in Grenada wlfo welre never 
unde,r,any throat, All thaf the operation 
m^have [Succeeded In resciuihg. could 
the Spyiei reputatioifahd thefiftpre fii At” 
...ghanlsUn;' , . • . 
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Water and the 
Middle East’ 


Greetings to Jerusalem! 


WATER IS an imporlnnl commodity in the Middle East: in- 
deed it is imporlaiU for life wherever man may reside. 
Surely it is more imporiani than oil or any other commodity 
Of element. Man, until quite recently, lived without oil and 
no doubt, will survive for a long time nfler its depletion. 
Water is lil^e giving. Indeed the essence of life itself. 

Not only in the Middle East, but elsewhere in the world as 
well, life, cities and civilir.alions flourish in accordance 
mth the availability of water. Its absence means the absence 
of life in a particular spot and ultimately eivili’/.ation itself. 

Two very important conferences were recently held in 
Amman: One dealing with the contemporary scene, and the 
other wth the roots of man. settlement, patterns of life, 
history, sociology and anthropology in addition to a glance 
at modern life. ‘ ‘ Israel and Arab Water” was the title of the 
flist conference held in the liason office of the Yarmouk 
Unirersllybv the Royal Scientific Society. The two day semi- 
nar, 25lh — 26ih February. 1984 was opened with an ad- 
dress by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan in which 
he outlined Israeli policies and activities past and present, 
regarding the water resources in the area. 

Siiwe Us establishment und with incrcusing tenacity. Is- 
rael has attempted und succeeded in controlling more and 
more of the area's w;ucr resources. Unilalerally. it has allo- 
cated to itself 55 per cent pf the waters of the River Jordan, 
has. since I9b7, controlled all of its tributaries, and. in the 
words of the Crown Prince. ‘‘...Israel has its eyes on the 
niters of the Y’armouk Kiver in northern Jordan and the l.i- 
lani River in Iajb;inon. in ortler l«» meet its water slrorlayus 
in the future...” 

Aware of this dire threat i»» its life line, lutiire doyelop- 
mciU and human seiilcinein. .Iordan t»as been alleinpliiig to 
alcii the world coinniunily t«' ihi.s Israeli threat. As tar back 
as 1965. King Hussein uleiied itie .’\iabs, iiuleod world pu- 
Wic opinion, to the lsi.icti w.iler policies and liUine inten- 
tions. With the ocL'uimiHin i»f the W'esi Hank and the (jolaa 
Heights. Israel was .ihle «o esteiu! its water res«'urces ap- 
prcciaMv and to coiUi«>) the .l««id;m Kiver and it's n il'utai les. 
With the 1982 inv.»siun.il U-banon. Isiiiel esteiided hei do- 
minion over lliu Lilani Kiver 

The Israeli sulilemenl (sinein in llie West Hank belies Itei 
slated iiUenlion nf leaching a peiieeful seitleineni tor the 
area und its people. One huiulred and sisiy live selilemeiits 
have already been t-siablished. ivn over one Itulf o) tlie area 
«fihe Arab West Hank, illegally CAmfiseatecI sniee 19l>7. Is- 
nol yet contLsemed tor me ix-iienri.»/-iT.'s'.VA\4.o.Gihr'i'’ homes 
Iriclions. in addition to other aibitrury and illegal measures, 
have deprived the Palestinian inhabitants of their means of 
livelihood. 

The other conference held in Amman was entitled. ‘ ‘ An- 
thropology in Jordan: A Stale of the Art”. In the three 
days it was held, between 25th — 28ih February. 1984 it 
was apparent that water was too a hidden theme. One fasci- 
^ting paper proved that settlement patterns from atoul 
■ 00,000 years ago in south Jordan, in the area between Ras 
al-Naqb and al-Quweirah followed the availability of water 
resources. 

The distance between the two points is only about ten kj- 
lOmetres yet exhibits three climatic and vegetational pal- 
wtns depending upon its elevation. From seventeen hun- 
dred metres above sea level at Ras al-Naqb to 700 metres at 
vuweirah the area exhibits Mediterranean. Stepp and desert 
l^tterns of precipitation and vegetation. The nomads of old, 
circa say 50.000 years ago like those of today moved ac- 
cordingly. Water ruled their lives. 

still rules our lives in the Middle East today. The 
i“o7 Israeli aggression and ensuing occupation of the *^st 
ico^ was in part to reach and control the Jordan River. The 
1982 Israeli invasion was to reach the Litaai. Even the 
tiwi-Iraq war was fought, in pan in attempts to control the 
riverine waterline between the two slates. 

In the Holy Quran one verse states, ‘‘And we created 
jrom the water, life”. Water and its power can be managed 
JO the benefit only if men were able to manage and control 
tneir passions and their hatreds. Life giver that it is, it is 
jot only illegal but Inhuman to deny its proper usage an^d 
proper share to others. Israel and her designs are only mod- 
orp manifes^tions of an earlier, much earlier human pat- 
rerns of behaviour: As old as Homo Sapiens. 


What a crazy "world! 


PIECES OF news, recently tran- 
spiring have been warning 
against imminent famines in a 
good number of African coun- 
tries. against expected clashes 
between rich and poor at the IMF 
(International Monetary Fund) 
meetings, and against the impli- 
cations of the big deficit of the 
1984-1985 budget of the United 
Stales. In brief, matters do not 
seem to be economically promis- 
ing for the lime being, nor will 
they be so for some time to 
come. 

A 32-pagc report assessed by 
seven academics and food ex- 
perts independently from (he 
United Nations Food and Agri- 
cultural Organization ( FAO) has 
recently pointed out that scarc- 
ity of food all over the world, 
which was a nightmare of world 
economists in 1974 — the result 
of the world population explosion 
— is. as it seems from the world 
food situation, a remote possibil- 
ity at present. This report, in 
one way or another, repeals 
what n U N 1980 publication 
said about food shortage in the 
Third World. ‘‘In fact.” said the 
booklet, entitled ‘‘Towards a 
World Economy that Works”, 
‘‘if all the food that is produced 
in the world could be equitably 
distributed, there would be more 
than enough for everyone.” 

The paradox, goes on the 
booklet, is that more food is be- 
ing produced today than ever be- 
fore-, but more than 400 million 
people arc undernourished today 
and double that number suffer 
from malnutrition of one kind or 
another. 

That was in 1980. Now in 
1984. there is no serious short- 
age of food, but there are. ac- 
cording to the UN. around 150 
million people in Africa who ;jre 
thrcateni'd by starvation. The 
most acute c.i.scs of hunger are 
in the ‘ ‘ frontline stales” of Sou- 
thern Africa — Hostw;nia. Aiigo- 
hi. Ixi-solho. Sw.T/iland. Mo- 
/.ainbiqiie. Zambia. Tanzania und 
/iinbahwe. 

,’\s "rioiilline slates” agumsl 
South .Africa's greedy schemes 
fur Namibia, in pariieulai. uad 
.igaiiisi its raci.il discriminatory 


policy toward the blacks, in gen- 
eral. the food crisis — at least as 
far as Angola and Mozambique 
are concerned — is partly politic 
cal. partly world — economically 
imposed, or partly naturally 
created. Nature has been laying 
havoc to most of the above men- 
tioned countries. but to Mozamb- 
ique and Ethiopia, in particular, 
where the food shortage is very 


By Henry Matar 


serious, thus occasioning the 
special appeal which the United 
Nations IDA has made recently 
for urgent help there. 

As early as October 1983. it 
was reported that over 700,000 
people were suffering froni fa- 
mine in southern Mozambique, 
but only 100.000 were able to 
gather in the II relief centres. 
The bands of the South African 
— backed Mozambique National 
Resistance ( MNR) were conti- 
nually launching attacks on the 
relief centres for a double pur- 
pose. 

They secured food for themsel- 
ves — apart from the arms, am- 
munition and mines ( and tobacco 
for their chiefs) which were 
dropped to them by South Afri- 
can planes — and they used the 
weaponary thus procured to ha- 
rass the peasants with and to 
drive them away from their 
farms and from the relief cen- 
tres. Let nobody forget (hat 
South Africa — similarly to Is- 
rael in the Middle East has 
constantly and clandestinely 
been encouraged by the West to 
suppress leftist tendencies in 
Mozambique and Angola. 

But as if outside political pres- 
sure and intrigue were not eno- 
ugh i«» shape Mozambique's eco- 
nomic crisis, nature has been as 
equally ready to throw its share 
into the gamu. First, the drought 
und the poor people's inability to 
niuve around have necessitated 
the over cultivation of poor land 
and the oveigia/ing of luo many 
calllc on the loo little land so 
niiieh so that the ground was 


tripped bare. Then came the tor- 
rential rains; and floods ren- 
dered as many as 49,000 people 
homeless wilhoul any belongings 
and over 350,000 people with- 
out crops. 

Whether drought or flood, the 
main foodstuff that the poor 
countries of the Third World 
lack is food grain of which the 
developing countries import 
more than 80 million tons at the 
cost of S20 billion each year. In 
doing so. they give away a good 
deal of hard currency which they 
so badly need for self sufficiency 
and development. The grains 
they receive are obtained at a 
price low enough to slop the 
competition of local crops. 

They fall between two stoojs 
and run a double risk. If, to this 
is added (he imbalance they have 
to carry as a result of their ex- 
ports' returns falling short of the 
expenditure on imports, no end 
to their begging for aid from out- 
side can be seen, and no stopp- 
age of the debts they increasin^y 
owe to the developed countries 
and to world- aid banks. No won- 
der, if the poor get thereby 
poorer and the hungry are ever 
becoming hungrier, that clashes 
are expected to crop up at the 
IMF meetings, especially that 
nothing has come out of the ne- 
gotiation between the Rich and 
the Poor so far. 

But is it any belter for the 
common man in the street in the 
big developed and industrialized 
countries? Why should the bud- 
get of the US carry a deficit of 
SI 80. 4 billion, whi.ch. is expe- 
cted to escalate to 3 26 billion by 
1989 at a lime that around 30 
per cent of (his budget goes to 
military expenditure on anti- 
satellite missiles, anti-guerilla 
forcc.s in the Middle East and 
Central America, to the scUing- 
iip of a permnneiilly manned 
space station and to research on 
laser and unvisuali/ed ar- 
mament of space? Could not 
.some of ihusc gigunlic uxpctidi- 
liircs be allocated lu the aiili-uii- 
employitienl euinpaigii internally 
and to Inmger- relief externally? 
What u cr;izv worM! 
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Writings on the walls 


1 i 


writers to come out with ideas for their col- 
umns regularly. I say this as I feel empty and 
drained out after so many columns, words, 
commas and periods.l am accused by many of 
being a pessimist portraying only the sad and 
somber realities of our society. Write, they 
say, on the cheerful side of life, or else give 
us hope and a feeling that not all is lost and 
that what positive things we try to do wll 
eventually yield results and assist in pulling 
ourselves away from loss and anarchy. 

I am guilty as charged, I must admit. My 
writings tend to unearth the negative and hor- 
rifying realities instead of upholding the good 
things — and they are many — that we have 
to offer to ourselves and others. But I can’t 
detach myself from the ongoing pain 
that I feel as I take a deep look at our culture 
and lifestyle. We are supposed to be creating 
history and a heritage each day that passes in 
order to overcome our difficulties and inher- 
ited problems which impose upon us ominous 
reminders that we are a vulnerable, weak, 
poor, underdeveloped and threatened nation. 
Whatever we do to forget these facts, they 
will still exist and grow stronger as we tend to 
underestimate their perils. 

If you want to look for the good things in 
our society you wouldn’t have to look far 
since they exis( deep inside the ordinary man, 
woman and child. But this is not the trend 


taking at this stage, we are pe^uiubib uc- 
cause we feel that something is terribly 
wrong. And we sound ominous because the 
realities tell us that this is so. And we write 
more frequently on the somber facts because 
our duty compels us to awaken ourselves and 
others to the challenges which lie ahead of us. 
And we talk to the youth because it is their 
inheritance and their legacy. So be it. There 
are facts and figures that we have to deal with 
whether we are journalists, engineers or doc- 
tors. We have to remind ourselves of the bur- 
dens that shall fall on our backs whether we 
are rich or poor, literate or illiterate, young 
or old. This is not the time to celebrate, lose 
ourselves as we dance and sing and mourn the 
good old days. This is the time to penetrate 
our weaknesses ' and revolt against corrup- 
tion" and listen to the voices which make us 
aware and prot^bly sad. 

Yes we can write about Amman getting big- 
ger, our new airport, Jordan getting greener 
and the goods of wearing seatbelts. But we 
also have to write on increasing poverty, the 
state of education, the cultural threats against 
the young, the gap between the rich and the 
poor and the national instability as a result of 
the creeping Zionist ambitions. 

But at the end alt what is said from good and 
bad is either accepted or rejected and then 
probably forgotten. Our works are only writ- 
ings on the 'walls. 
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A neglected 
area comes 
back to life 


Al-Fateh Mosque area becomes a 
community centre almost overnight 


Ify Anny Mcdzhagoplan 
Spcciiil lo t he.’ Sur 

A SMALL ploi o| litnd siirroiinJ' 
ing unu oCilic nklosi musques of 
tnodcrii Amman hns. in tlio 
spacL’ of only n few weeks. lH;on 
iriinsfonncd imm „cgletficil 
aiul declining jirca inio a brighi 
ccnlrc ol coniiminiiy nciiviiv 
biJtiMing gHrtlcn.s. a library and 
even n small ihcjire. 

Children are already iisiiia ihc 
paygronnds around Al- Fateh 
Mosque in the Mahnlia area 
leuslern Ammaiit. which wvre 
lormully inaugiiraied during an 
Arl»r |)ay ceJcbralion by His 
Majesty King flusscin in Jann- 
ory. The mosque itself has been 
restored lo some exicni — even 
though, according to one of the 
nmnicipulity engineers in charge 
ol the project, it is nol possible 
now lo complete iis conserva- 
tion. 

The story of ihe Falch Mosq- 
ue s history — ihai ii was biiili in 
the 1930s by the Jordanian Arab 
Army under the command of 
Prince Abdullah, the Emir of 
Transjordati — is now fairly well 
known. But it is not so well 
known that ihc design of the 
ntosqtie ii.self. rather than being 
in any slrici Islamic style or 
genre (Uniayyad. Ayyoubi. Otio- 
man or any of the other distin- 
guishable types), is more of an 
eclectic one. 

Ghnssan^ Ghanem, Director of 
the municipality's Studies De- 
partment. told The Star that the 
construction was based on what 
he called very simple drawings 
pre^rod by three brothers of the 
Madam family, from the city of 
Medina in Saudi Arabia.s They 
were not archltecLs or engineers, 
but had experience in building in 
various Arab' coumnes. Thus 

si>^s“. Which Mr. Ghanem nev- 
erlhelcss described as a har- 
monious whole. 


.A militnry school was cinnexod 
lo the ino.sqiic in its early years, 
iiiid Was liilcr taken over by the 
lidiiciition Ministry for use as a 
vocalionul (raining school. The 
growih and c.xpjiision of the 
scluioJ later proceeded in an un- 
planned milliner, iimil its bulk 
linally ob.scurcd the mo.squc and 
dclraclL’d from its beauty. By the 
time the municipality stepped in 
the save the situation, the whole 
complex wns not only an eye- 
sore. but the school buildings 
were in very bad condition, 
threatening to collapse. 

The major work on the project 
was completed in an intensive 
push tetween the beginning of 
January 

Ihc iminicipality began by 
appropriating all the land around 
the mosque, and proceeded lo 
demolish all the buildings sur- 
rounding it. It then levelled the 

land, removing thousands of cu- 
bic metres of fill; built several 
lences and brought in red topsoil 
suitable for planting. 

Mr. Ghanem, who served as 
the chief engineer on the pro- 
ject. said Hint before icarina 
down the school the authorities 
had studied the situation of its 
students and determined that 
most of them were not from the 
neighbourhood. They could all 

easily attend other schools 

some of them more easily than 
this one — so Ihe municipality 
co-ordinaled with the Education 
Mimstry to find new places for 
Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs also co- 
operated in the proj'ccCs plan- 
ning and implementation. 

The plan was intended to in- 
chidc functional and simple de- 
signs. integrating with Ihe sim- 
pio character caf the tnosquo. The 
Taclliiies for the area’s children 
so a playground was built in- 
cluding swings and sce-saws 
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Cultural activities were also en- 
visioned. so a small open-air 
theatre and a library were in- 
stalled. The library was included 
in part of the school building 
I which was preserved because it 
did nol conflici with the mosq- 
ue's sirueUirc. 

Ihe area is crisscrossed by 
gravel paths, iiitd includes siiuc- 
Uires ihul can be used for shade 
or preparation for prayer: or can 
be iidapied to serve as dressing 
rooms for the stage. Two stars — 
one octagonal and one hepiugo- 
nfll — were built to hold flower 
beds on cither side of the mus- 
qiie. Foiled trees suind in their 
corners. 

Some repair work was done on 
me mosque ahd the library 
slruciureibufif we arelalking 
about real preservation this 
needs a lot of work,"' Mr. Ghan- 
"^rk of 0 

field 

who should tell us what to do 
trom outside and inside in order 
nol to change any of the original 

properties" of the buildings 
About JU2U. 000 was spent iui 
the project, much of which went 
to pay for the restoration of the 
mosque’s minarets and domes. 
The team also cleared out several 
caves in a nearby hillside, and 
built a car park. There are plans 
[or an outdoor restaurant on the 
hill overlooking the mosque. 

_ Mr. Ghanem said one interest- 
ing feature of the whole project 
was the way it was completed in 
co-operation between different 
deparimenls. as well as between 
the government, private seclor 
oslablishmcnis and private ci- 
tizens. People of the area volun- 
teered their help in painting the 
mosque and now that the project 
‘donating 

their efforts to guard the area 
against misuses. 

afford 

foough guards to police 
ito Whole area, “n .> 

help now that the authorities 
Sfi? *‘»^®thing for their 
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Minaret and domes are whitev^a.shed and presentable 







The refurbi.shcd mosque compound Is a quiet retreat 


.. A'>. ■ ■ " ,i5 “ 








r-' ' 



VCi.' 

• — ,« 3 (L '■ ■' .i- 


Before: Bidldliigs and cars masked the beauty .of Al-Fateh Mosque 





After. 'E1icatrfl» playground and masque make a graceful irlo 

(pictures courtesy of Am®*® 
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rtady In eaftuslasUc use (Pictures by iNaser Namroiitl) 
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Agricultural mechanisation in Asia 


Improvaments Ip agricultural production are largely dependent upon the Introduction 
or erricient techniques, new lechnology, and Improved machinery. However, mecha- 
nisation can be sophisticated or simple and this review (conducted by Aslan Agri- 
business) Identifies the major considerations. 


BY THE end of this century, the world po- 
pulation is likely lo exceed 6 billion com- 
pared with less than i billion twenty years 
ago and 4.3 billion currently, a growth 
rale that cannot be matched by the present 
productive capacity of the world's far- 
mers. A substantial Increase in agricultu- 
ral productivity will therefore be required 
to meet the future food needs of the world 
and, historically, such increases have 
been clearly linked with technological 
change, including the Introduction and 
application of higher levels of agricultural 
mechanisation. 

Mechanisation is not the only agricultu- 
ral technology. but it is usually the most 
visible and easily recognised form of tech- 
nological change in the rural areas of 
enveloping countries. It is also probably 
th^e most controversial of the many lypes 
of technology which will ultimately be re- 
quired if rural development efforts arc to 
succeed. This controversy however is not 
usually over whether mechanisation is a 
needed input into agricultural or rural 
development, but over which level of 
mechanisation is appropriate for the pre- 
vailing conditions- More often than not. 
the controversy is basically a disagreeme- 
nt between engineers, eepnomists and so- 
ciologists as to whether the mechanical 
power technology which has been used so 
successfully in some countries lo help in- 
crease agricultural productivity is more 
suitable for developing countries than 
hand- tool or animal draught technologies. 

The area of mechanisation embraces 
t he manufacture, dlsiribiilion and opera- 
tion of all types of tools, implements, ma- 
chines and equipment for agricultural 
land development, farm production, crop 
harvesting and primary processing. It in- 
cludes three main power sources: human 
animal and mechanical and, based on 


or other stationary machines; aircraft for 
distributing crop protection materials or 
fertilisers; and self-propelled machines 


.live harvesting, threshing and cleaning or 
milling of these grains has betn the 
concern of farmers throughout history. 

In the developed countries these crops arc 
usually harvested, threshed and win- 
nowed with combine harvesters, but in 
many developing countries these opera- 
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A «a>ll f„m,r from B.o(l.de,h •.«, > turn of bullock, to plooah his rice field 


for production, harvesting and handling a 
wide variety of crops. 

The wide range of farm machinery 
available can be separated into several 
woadiy defined catagories according to its 
function, and the major areas are tillina 
cultivation, sowing, fertilising and crop 
protection and harvesting. Tillage equip- 



A Oanq-Chow hand tractor being used to breakup the soil In preparation for a turnip 


these, the technological levels of meeba- 
hisation have not surprisingly beon classi- 
fied as hand-tool, animal draught and 
mechanical power technology 

Varying technology 

Hand-tool technology is the simplest 
and most basic level of agricultural mech- 
' anisation and refers specifically to tools 
and implements, which use human muscle 
as the power source. Animal draught 
technology covers a wide range of im- 
plements machines and equipment which 
are powered, generally by buffhlo, oxen, 
horses, mules, donkeys or camels. Fin- 
ally, mechanical power technology forms 
the highest level of equipment and is 
available in many forms: a wide range of 
tractor sizes which are used as mobile 
power for field operations and transport, 
and used as stationary power sources for 
. many different madhinesi engines or mo- 
tors using petrol, diesel or electricity to 
power Ihresbers, mills, pumps, grinders 


ment, such as the plough and the harrow, 
is used to loosen the soil and make a 
seedbed ready for planting, with primary 

llllan KroalflMu. .... tu.. .wBij 


tions are still carried out in much the 
same way they were thousands of years 
ago; sickles or scythes for harvesting, 
threshing with animals and threshing 

Philippines — mixed success 

Philippine government moves to in- 
crease agricultural production 

througb improved mcchanisalion 

and better Iccbniqucs have met with 

mixed success over tbc pa.st few 
years. A move away from large es- 
tates towards smaller farms to some 
e«ent prevents the use of expensive, 
high technology equipment, yet the 

Strategy, wllli 
Its high Inputs of technology, money 
and machinery seems to be showhiu 
an encouraging response. 

..uT*** Philippines Agrlciihural Ma- 
chinery Manufacturers and Dlslri- 
Dutors Association l.s playing Its 
part In encouraging the Industry, 
with member firms engaged in the 

he development of local ludnstrles 
implements, 

power tlllera and other farm equip- 
ment which Is within the capablll- 

also CO- ordinates with the ministry 
“hJ^erslty of (he 
PfilUpplnes at Us Banos, IRRI and 
other government entitles In formu- 

the .agricultural 
countrj ProBramme for the 


tillage hreaklni up ihrW i^to iiuJ , . ' 

breaking winnowing ba- 

down the clods Into finer particles. CXiiti- . example there was an 

TOtion equipment weeds and loosens the ioonh!«?^ one harvester/ thresher per 
soil to increase air circulation in the top iJth « Asia (excluding Japan 

layw, promoting the activities of soil mi- Si®”, of one per 1 68ha) but 

equipment, such as J?®. threshers are known to 

the drill and the planter, places seeds at * *no**eeslng, although specific data is 
the correct position and depth. Ferlllisa- available. 
tiop equipment is lo apply chemical ferti- 
liser and this equipment sometimes dou- 

Dies as a means of sowing seeds in the According to a recent rennrf ht, 
nursery. Linked with this, crop protection Agriculture Orsanizat^n 

pose. crated. fo!"S’op''“;rote?; 

■ meat and rice are ike e.ap.e diei. „i 

puUions of people and the rapid and effe?- Juch? electric motors 

_____ ” irrigation, pump sets and grain 


India — thriving tractor market 

Agricultural Implements and nuchi. 
cry used for tilling land anH ml 
field operations have a vllii roU i' 
productivity I? & * 
and It has been estimated ihit (1; 
use of an Improved 
fertiliser drill nione coJjd" £ 
productivity by 15-20 per cent. ^ 

Froni n small beginning la tiie eirh 
60s, the Indian tractor iodnstr? kii 
‘0 a size where it has aa 
stalled capacity of 110,000 trie, 
tors per annum. In the field ol 
power tillers, the figure Is soaeatit 

Sr*nnS‘ 000 per sn„u„, ^bol 
50,000 power threshers are belai 
.manufactured aunually tn the smiQ 
scale sector, and Improved sui. 

- fertiliser drills, culthelofi. 
puddlers and other Implements in 
imnufactured in large quanlllld 
throughout the country. This rifll 
expansion of mechanisation and <ki 
Introduction of Improved technolop 
necessitates standardisation of 1 b> 
pleincnts and machinery to icblen 
durability, economy and safely Id 
their use. 

Considerable progress has been aih 
Id (he distribution of seed-cein' 
fertiliser drills and other igrlcfll* 
■tural Implements In the drylini 
areas as a result of the thrust glno 
by the new 20-Polnt lYogranw, 
.More than 67,000 drill unlti 
(against a target of abont l9,d9D) 
and about 125,000 other agrlculle- 
ral Implements have so far been dls< 
tributed In (he dryland areas. 


mills. In gcncrul. ihc Tariners in develop- 
I ing countries urc still under-equipcxd 
with imml- tools and Ihis, toother will) 
Ihc I'uqiiircincnls for additional simple 
imicliinc.s and impicmvnis, offers consid- 
erable scope for an incrciusc in local man- 
nraciiirc. Ilowevur. ihu rc|)orl furihef 
timaics that aboiil <H) per cent of tbe 
world's iracioi’s. ‘i(I per cent of the more 
sopliisiicaicd farm nitichiiics and 80 per 
cent of ilio simple iraclor-drawn im- 
ptemenis are produced in the develops 
coiinti'ie.s. leaving ihe w,iy open forssup- 
sliiniial incre:ise in tbc degree ^cal 
inanuliicliirc lu a.sscmhty. 

.•\n eartiei l-.AU icpiu'l .slated 
■ ■ . . . pr;itiically .til developing 
are in a ptwitlon to produce hana-iwi» 
imd draught .tiiimal implenients. toan* 
liie.s at a somewhat higher level of Indu * 
trial devclopinciu iiic usually aWc to rnw- 

ufaciiirc .some of the tractor drawn J ’ 
plemenls and. increasingly. 

ifiih -I varviim dearee of 

Rapid developineal 

The FAO admits that this P«diclioj; 
based mainly on the e.xtrapolaiipn 
isting trends, could be wrong, bui » 
lieves (hat if this is so. the cj-ij 
underestimating Ihe rapidity li 

developing countries will 

gher level of mechanisation, for ®. 
pic, recent reports from the 
Korea indicate that the FAO Igr 
22, 000 two-axle tractors by 
2000 is likely to be surpassed by ■ 

Medium and large size ‘Sfoi 

bine harvesters and other sinuiai '.^jp 

machinery will continue to be pP* ^ 1 ^ 
for many medium or large scale jgjjy 
the developing countries, ror w 
these farms access to such re 
would be to ignore their 
agricultural sector output and we" 
role in generating foreign 
ings. At the same time hovwver rn 
need to be taken which will en^ 
small scale farmers also h*ye ® “r; ^ri- 
level of mechanisation which »s app ^ 
ate to their circumstances. Meejan' ^ ^ 
strategy therefore, should ooJJ f.-m iHC 
remove (his level of 
agricultural scene, but should L^jiv 

puts suitable for increasing |w jlj^e 
ity of small scale farmers n,othic 

inputs suitable for increasing P. fjr- 
tivity, of the medjum and Jars® ^ 


opinion 


How the American media misiead readers 


the news summary in the New York 
T^s of 20 December included an item, 
•‘UN (general Assembly votes annual 
and-lsraeli resolutions. " This is only the 
iiest example of the frequent snide edito- 
flaJizing on the part of those who handle 
he news summary section. In ihe article 
bv Richard Bernstein there is nothing said 
ateut "annual anti-Israel resolutions." 
The adopted resolutions condemned the 
recently concluded US- Israeli accord for 
its closer military co-operalion and other 
Washington action which could result in 
auamenting the military capability of Is- 
rael and demanded that the US refrain 
from "supporting Israel's war capat>ili- 
Iks." 

iBcidenialiy, equal space was accorded 
by Bernstein in his piece to a condemna- 
tion of the UN censuns by Brooklyn Con- 
gressman Stephen J. Solarz and to the ac- 
customed rhetoric by Israeli ambassador 
Yehudi Blum, who decried resolutions 
which "grotesquely call on states to re- 
frain from supplying Israel — the inten- 
ded victim of repeated Arab aggression — 
with the necessary means of defence." 
ks the old year ran out, the media was pu- 
Ulsbing the same old cliches which conti- 
nue (0 mislead readers. 

FitK days earlier, the Times simul- 
taneously printed three letters attacking 
Arafat, the PLO, the Arabs and, in parti- 
cular, a letter from the pen of Rabbi Will- 
iam Feyer, who had described Arafat os a 
nan of moderation with whom Israel must 
negotiate unless it xvished "lo pursue a 
policy of national suicide." Big guns were 
brought up for this Zionist outpouring: the 
vke president of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the former national 
president of Hadassah, and two high offi- 
cials of the American Jewish Congress. 

Vicious slantings 

Slanting by photographs was the 
hrategem employed by the Times on 16 
i^cember. Israeli trucks were shown uar- 
r^ngOirisUans out of the besieged city of 
Qsir ai-Qamar. A second photo under- 
neath that of the Israeli trucks showed a 
Druze fighter brandishing a knife with his 
otouth wide open and looking totally like a 
madman. The front page caption staled: 


"Israeli trucks evaluating Christian mili- 
tiamen yesterday from Deir al-Qamar, 
which has been besieged since September 
by Druze militiamen." 

Again, this American Goliath is guilty 
of slanting the news against Muslims, 
Druze and the PLO. Only when one turns 
lo the middle of the paper to. read the ac- 
count does one learn that the lhree- month 
siege releasing 2,500 Christian mili- 
tiamen who were evacuated by the Israelis 
was the result of the Druze lifting the 
siege as an act of Christmas generosity. 

Although the PLO denied any responsi- 
bility for the bombing of a city bus on 6 
December in Jerusalem, the Times fifteen 
days later carried the announcement of 
the sixth victim of the incident, a South 
Carolinian visiting family in Israel, and 
stated that the PLO had ordered the bomb- 
ing. 

The New York Post continues to deserve 
a Pulitzer Prize for vicious slanting and 
distortion. No paper in Israel would stoop 
to the lowest depths reached by the Mur- 
doch papers' snide, screaming headlines 
and story reporting, particularly on Ara- 
fat's departure from Tripoli: "ARAFAT 
TURNS TAIL... PLO Chief and 400 Men 
Flee Lebanon on Boat." 

In a column venting its spleen on Syria, 
the Post quoted a report by Amnesty 
International alleging collective torture by 
the Damascus government of its own peo- 
ple. Columnist Guy Hawtin (who is he?) 
asks why one has heard so little about this 
before. 

Here again is the double standard that 
this and other biased members of the me- 
dia exhibit. We have never seen this col- 
- umnist or any other Post columnist ( or el- 
sewhere in the media) ever mention a 
word about the torture of Palestinians by 
Israelis, which has been carried on for 
sixteen years under Tel Aviv's continued 
oppressive occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza and which this same Amnesty 
International along with the International 
Rod Cross, the UN Special Committee on 
Human Rights in the Occupied Territo- 
ries. the London Times, the Observer, the 
Swiss League for Human Rights, the Am- 
■crican National Lawyers (juild, and the Is- 


raeli League for Human and Civil Rights 
have all vigorously condemned. 

Jewish arsonist 

Last summer there were several arti- 
cles. one particularly prominently placed 
on the first page of Section B on 1 7 Au- 
gust, "Three Fires in West Hartford 
Raise Fears of Anti-Semitism." The in- 
cidents took place at two synagogues and 
at the home of the rabbi of one. The pho- 
tographs covering half a page showed the 
rabbi of one of the synagogues leading 
services outside the fire-damaged synago- 
gue, the charred interior of the other 
West Hartford synagogue with maps of 
their locations and statements indicating 
that the eight synagogues in the city and 
"other Jewish organizations would mpet 
lo take up additional security measures. " 

The incidents gave the syndrome of 
anti-anti-&milism this field day: "The 
fires have left Jewish residents wondering 
how deeply anti-Semitism runs in the 
community where they have never 
doubled their acceptance. West Hartford, 
an affluent suburb whose residents are 
mainly professionals, has 7,300 Jewish 
residents out of a population of more than 
60,000, according to Robert Fishman of 
the Greater Hartford Jewish Federation. " 

in the course of speculation by the 
Times on the extent of the anti-Semitism 
involved, (he director of the regional of- 
fice of the Anti- Defamation League re- 
ported that there was an increase of anti- 
Semitic incidents in the slate during the 
past year. (Nationally, he admitted there 
were 829 incidents, down IS percent). 

On 13 December a 1 7 -year-old Jewish 
. youth, a member of one of the two West 
Hartford synagogues damaged, was ar- 
rested and charged' with that fire and 
three others. This story was buried away 
on page B2 in the New York Times the 
following day. There was no speculation, 
no retraction of previous alle^tions and 
little appeared about the results of the 
psychiatric examination of suspect Barry 
Schuss. If it was printed, it escaped even 
(he most minute scrutiny. 

(Middle East Perspective) 


UN could be Reagan’ s theatre 


By Conor Cruise O' brien 

DUBUN(ONS) — 1984 may just possibly 
M the year In which people blow ihc dust 
<ni the United Nations, and start to use 
‘oe thing, for the purposes for which it 
'Ws mtended: The reduction of Inler- 
Mlional tensions, and the risk of war. 

in itself, the UN can't do anything; it 
wver could. It is there, as a set of resour- 
which national governments can use 
w ^rtjcular purposes: Most notably the 
avoidance of particular wars which partl- 
w ar governments wont lo avoid; also the 
of particular governments 
rom adventures from which these gov- 
J^nraeots feel the need to be extricated. 

such cases the theatre of the United 
^ ® ritual drama of 

Unii J while climbing down. The 
niied States' used the United Nations in 
snH 1956 over Hungary; Britain 

pirL e ”®®. — ralher more obviously — 
the same year; the Soviet 
Cuba^ ® *962 over the 'quarantine' of 

P®*'*^orniances could sa- 
ih<» i:f- scrupulous about 

iti 5“^ ‘*»®y probably helped 

— Miflu "® slaughter of large — or larger 
nutnbers of people. 

^hal international condi- 
courcA lif ^ conducive to re- 

Dowprr.if ***®atre. There are a lot of 

cold SJ* ^®®® ”T from burned fingers, 
Thesrr.®”^..*'yp®'‘s®*“WivKy of the face. 
tnoWn ®/® conditions Which: are 

favourably i^n 
$roup therapy on the 
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President Ronald Reagan 

strong President "standing up for Am- 
erica." The first raspberries are Ming 
heard, coming from the right-hand side of 
the house. Our hero has had, not quite lo 
climb down, but certainly to back away. 
He now needs a strong scene, but not too 
strong. 

The best one would be one that suggests 
that in some mysterious way his arn^ 

• phibious gyrations in the Eastern Medit- 
erranean "have brought peaw lo Uta-. 
non." This scene cannot be credibly 
played, except on the stage ofthe United' 
Nations. And it cannot be credibly played 
without the 

Union; on-stage at the United Nat ons, 
vrtiere co-operation is often adversarial in 
. form. 

Co-operation is alsd needed off-sta^, 
in Lebanon. , where Reagan needs to do 
some further backing 

dignified kind, if the scenario is to work.; 

The Soviet Union has some good rea- 
sons of its dwn for co-operating, as it 
seemis cautiously inclioed to 
to the United Nations;^ sm^^^ 

: I ha Sflcaritv I Council — ■wduUI bring - the 
: fn the trfftne of idternaflpnal 




view, ending the unilateral effort of the 
United States lo impose Us will on the re- 
gion. The &curity Council, complete with 
'veto', is probably the Soviet Union's fa- 
vourite international setting. Andrei Gro- 
myko is a veteran trooper on those 
boards, and never known to overplay his 
lines. 

The ihain difficulty, from President 
Reagan's point of view, in using the Un- 
ited Nations and the theatre of detente to- 
wards a settlement in Lebanon is (he pos- 
ition (lo date) Israel, and of the pro- 
Israel lobby in the United States. If any 
such evolution as I have described is seen 
in those quarters as sacrificing the vital 
interests of Israel, then that evolution 
will not happen. 

I happen to be one of those who believe 
that Israel does have a legitimate vital In- 
iresl in relation to Lebanon. Neither So- 
viet Union nor the Syrians nor the Le- 
tanese themselves cqn have an interest in 
Letanon again becoming a ‘secure’ base 
for an autonomous and militant PLO. Ar- 
rangements made under UN auspices, 
with superpower support, might protect 
that vital interest of Israel, more effec- 
tively than Israel's continued presence in 
Ixbanon can do. 

It seems — Just — within the bounds of 
pQssibility that some kind of consensus 
could be reached on the future of the 
banon, including, on one side, the United 
States and Israel; on the other the Soviet 
Union and Syria. ' . , ... 

Tliese arrangements could be legiti- 
mised internationally, through the United 
Nations, arid monitored, in sensitive 
areas, by United Nations forces, which 
. would police the execution of a super- 
power consensus that foreign forces — 
PLO included should not return to afeas. 
evacuated. 

'.I wish I. could have a word with Pre-' 
Sideht : Re48an> * Would like to tell him 
(bat the Utaited NaCiotis is not an ' ‘ orunl- 
BBtion, ** The United Natlops is a big fhea- 




No for 
lawlessness! 


IN THE March 5 issue of Newsweek 
International, ultra-conservative Am- 
erican columnist George Will wrote an 
article ridiculing those countries that 
adhere to international law. Mr. Will 
also criticized those "moderate” 
voices inside the American administra- 
tion that "pay too much attention" lo 
world opinion and to intcrnationally- 
orienled bodies like the United Nations 
and its working committees.* ‘It is bad 
enough we pay for the UN,'*Mr. Will 
cynically remarks, surely we do not 
have to pay attention to it. 

Citing the example of Grenada, Mr. 
Will contends that had Mr. Reagan lis- 
tened to the calls of international law 
and order, Grenadians would have still 
been under (he oppression of dictator- 
ship. He goes on to criticize Mr. Rea- 
gan for '‘talking rubbish about the in- 
vasion being a rescue mission for me- 
dical students." Mr. Will suggests that 
the United States’ adherence to inter- 
national law is giving the Soviets a free 
hand lo do as they please on the world 
scene. 

It is not at all surprising for Mr. Will 
to verbalize what many ultra-conserva- 
tives in the US circulate in their closed 
sessions. Mr. Will is merely articulat- 
ing what many of his narrow-minded 
counterparts whisper among themsel- 
ves. What Mr. Will is advocating, 
however, is gravely dangerous because 
it bespeaks of eliliciBm, neo-imperiali- 
sm, and sheer racism. 

Mr. Will docs not say it directly but 
he seems lo suggest that only the 
super- powers, since they have the ulti- 
mate might, arc capable enough lo de- 
termine what is right. International 
law, that should govern the relation- 
ship between all nations, does not 
carry any signillcance for Mr. Will and 
his likes. 

He would rather sec big, povirerful 
countries have tbd ultimate say in 
world affairs. And what these super- 
powers perceive as legitimate acts are 
unquestionably so. So if the United 
Stales, for instance, conclude that it is 
in its best interest lo invade a small 
country or ro.b its people of their right 
to determine their future, nobody 
should o^ecl because only superpow- 
ers know what is right. 

Furthermore, they not only know 
vrtial it is good for them, but they also 
know what it is good for the people 
whose right for seir-delermination has 
been confiscated, 

On this basis, we do not find it sur- 
prisingly at all (hat Mr. Will is himself 
one of Israel’s most dedicated suppor- 
ters in the United States. Israel, in 
fact, puts lo practise what Mr. Will 
merely preaches. Israel has always de- 
termined, through the use of brute 
force, what is right. Invading neigh- 
bouring countries is, according to Is- 
rael, a legitimate act as long as its 
national "interests"- justify it. Bomb- 
ing another country's electrical facili- 
ties is in line with Israel's (and Will’s) 
definition of international relations. 

Robbing the water and other natural 
resources that belong lo other coun- 
tries does not violate the international 
'lawasMr. Will arid Israel see it. Blow- 
ing up houses over the heads of its re- 
:,sidoiits (a practise that Israel often re- 
sortls to in cases, of suspioioii: that a 
mernber of the family, has cpibmitted 
an .act against Israel) is jus(U!|ed be- 
cause it selrves Israel's intereatg. 
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His vision of women blends east and west 


» Shindl Is Immersed In the local scene ; “ — 

Turkish handcrafts, a living tradition 


Antique embroidery, Qur*anic texts, a handcrafted house, modern painting, all are elements In an ongoing tradition 


By Vanessa Batroani 

special to The Star 

JORDAMAN artist Princess Wijdan 
All maintains that the east-west cul- 
tural conflict facing Arab artists has 
yet to be reconciled. But Mr. Saleh 
Khalil Abu Shindi's latest exhibition 
at the Alia Art Gallery shows that 
some artists are taking positive and 
successful steps tovrards fusing their 
heritage with twentieth century ex- 
pressionist an. 

Many arlists who clothe themselves 
with western artistic values, do so uncom- 
fortably. As inheritors of a different cul- 
ture Which is unlikely to arrive at the 
same conclusions as twentieth century 
western culture, it is not surprising that 
their borrowed references lack spirit and 
identity. 

Mr. Shindi by contrast, has looked to 
his past and to his environment for inspi- 
ration. He has made a systematic study 
over the last twenty five years of all fol- 


klonc places, villages and museums. 
While sketching, he has talked to villag- 
ers and learnt about their habits, customs 
and local crafts, interesting himself in 
their weaning, copperworking, woodcut- 
ting, glass making and ironwork. 

He has also made a careful study of old 
photographs of the nineteenth century, of 
costumes and Jewellery and his immersion 
in Arab folklore has flavoured his work 
with a gentle oriental aroma and led him 
lo pattern it as richly as local embroidery. 

Although the exhibition includes some 
expert pen and ink drawings of local 
scenes Mr. Shindi is not content to relate 
photographically the scenes he falls in 
love wlh and is moved lo recreate. Jum- 
bles of houses and town views, erased of 
perspective become exotic lineal designs 
on a broad field of colour. Trees, rolling 
niils and pathways etched with dense pat- 
terns combine with architectural decora- 
tions and bare bulbous areas into a swell- 
ing pregnant whole. 

. The curves of faceless fleshy women 
interact with village images of doves 
archways and stairways and skies are lit- 


Sculpture with a 

multiple fascination 
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By ErsLIla Moreno 

special to The Star ; 

The Italian Embassy, in co-operation with 
the Department of Culture and Arts is cur- 
rently presenting a splendid collection of 
contemporary Italian sculpture. Entitled 
;*‘I Multipli” (Multiples), It is on dIslay at 
the Royal Cultural Centre until 1 2 March. 

. The sculptures are absolutely fespinat- 
, Ing. Each artist ha? magniricentty shaped 
: S^QAe, ' marble, bronze, wood,, copper, 

. cpnieiit, plexiglass, and various other 

; ■•.ymems. ■ • 

' BepevelLTs Wnze ■ ' ''Fluldlta' ' •( Fluid- 
ity) gives' a soft, smooth flowing appea- 
. ranee 'Combined into. a coo], heavy reality. 

I Martini^ “Plcoolp Ouerrlero" (Small 
warrior) Is a deli^tful bronze creation 
I'g cm; hJgh. Zazzerrs?‘La 
; Sf^ra 9 in Sua GejoesiV (The Sphere and 
its Genesis) is ahotbbr imaginative, crea- 
; tlon, in bropzp ivhose detailed: divisions . 
created: . with-- sontewhat of J a slicing • 
I . movement, fits into the hand. ' 

' ,V : Marazzi’ s black marble ! * Verso lo Spa- 
zioV (Neat ^pace) Captures . a beautmil 
: movement of man grasping man grasping 
.. space. Qthercaptivatingpiecesare fienet- 
ton's .rpta|ir«ri*Sfera** (Sphere). Squan- 
: di a ^oden ‘'Scultiir Ubro" (BookEculb- 
r, ■ .ture), Tine's f'li'CSfta ia Svilutoo IVerfl- 
. ;;qale’’ (The cjily Ln^Vertlcal Develoiiderit) : 
brpnke^; IZehnhrb^s'. plexiglass i^VSef 
. ;gi^nze EvolvehU''|( Evolving!. SequbtiCM) 
.and 'Sinjp’egotio' 5 combination df ' vj^ood 

MS ; '})A>eL 



S6S. sometimes fractured. someliaK 
whole, expanded contracted as if ib 
through a halld 

i M- 1 . Through the distortions, theartisttis 

gallery of local images to more 

I". • ' W stract aspects of iruditional Arab ari 

,j<M Many paintings are flat and depthless, r^ 

I miniscent of calligraphic patterns— ib 

figure.s in Our Future rise like the eei- 
. oiinins of written Arab cliaracters - 

: 'vbMe arabesque lines are the major strut- 

elements the abstract compoti- 

lions. 

rV use womu 

A Kit subjccl-siuing. gossiping. reclinins.k 

she ciU.nnglud (he flowing lines of the 
canvas is an influence from the west «iili 
Saleh Khalil Abu Shindi preoccupation with the human figut 

and the madonna. This easy marriage « 
tered with symbols and talismen of th^ ngiiralive drawing and pulterii in the viil- 
east. ago scenes arc drugged with \varmthAii'j 

Pi>m>n>na f i- colour foi’ t lic u T tl.si cniiiiol cscspc tHc cui’ 

str.fjjj tJo « 'r®.v y®!, con- our.s of his urea and bathes liis scenes 

WM«d« ti the vil ager and the with mellow and siinbiirnl yellow reds and 

village IS revealed through distorting Icn- oranges. 

Gallery to stage a 
imique art auction 

' *3y..N'qjwa Kefay ■ ■ " 

special lo The Star 

hwJthrSntaui ^ ^iets emphasized ■I.a8'« 

bine the Princess Wijdan that money tfnj 

with ® dinner the sole aim of this activity, although i » 

excitement of an art auction, important that the proceeds will help iW 
wJfU * 1 ^ M®”*® Jordan gallery to improve in many wa^ and ^ 

®*^.^ making plans lo cel- pand. The most important aim is tp 

vi2;® ...W ““njversary. Mrs. Marina people's attention to the gallery and to iw 

-.1^ ' me American Ambassador Jordanian artist.” 

f« ^ .1 **»® committee organlz- . i,r 

dded^®o iinml?"’ "^® Star " we de- Mrs Viets believes strongly m 
nevaViSnT ** 111 !?** “oiuething that has artists but, as she says, they get 
® Thi ® ‘^^^ore Jn Jordan, ” lo exhibit their work but are not very pv 

will it KS Jordanian paintings, pular as far as the market is concef/W- 

Holt’aSd1s'i,;Slr\°h?,S,llTgr^ Mrs Vieta aays .he aucUon « 

Royal Highnesses Crown Prince HasTan introduce Jordanian 8*^bsts » ^ 

ssf; fe“nr 


By Pam Dougherty 
Star Staff Writer 

IN THE PAST, when a girl was born in ru- 
ral Turkey her family began at once to 
work on her trousseau. Her clothing, 
household linen and furnishings were all 
skilfully embroidered using rich, naturally 
dyed threads on handmade fabrics. 

Modern Turks no longer have the time 
or money for such work, but Mrs. Nii- 
rhayat Barker, an authority on Turkish 
handcrafts and consultant on culture and 
art for the Yapl-Kredi Bank in Istanbul — 
which owns Turkey's finest private 
museum — is not pessimistic. She says 
(hat the handcraft tradition in Turkey is 
stiil alive, and she is hopeful for the fu- 
ture. 

Mrs. Berker was in Amman recently on 
behalf .of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign 
AH'airs (o supervise an exhibition of mod- 
ern and traditional art and crafts at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. She spoke to The 
Star about her work the Yapi-Kredil col- 
lection aiid about the overall situulion of 
handcrafts in Turkey today, 

Mrs, Berker came to the bank in a roun- 
dabout way. She originally studied paiiil- 
mg at the Academy of Pine Arts in Istan- 
bul. Some time after she graduated the ad- 
nunistrators of the world-famous Topkapl 
Serai Museum offered her the position of 


assistant curator of Ihe embroidery sec- 
tion of the museum. In her 1 5 years there 
she acquired a deep knowledge of the sub- 
ject. She is now acknowledged as an au- 
thority. and contributed the chapter on 
embroidery in a recently published guide 
to the Topkapi. 

She also spent one year in Italy on a 
Turkish government scholarship. There, 
she surveyed the Turkish art in Italy's 
museums. 

Later she went to work as adviser to the 
Yapi-Kredi Bank museum. She edits their 
magazine, writes catalogues and helps in 
the selection of new acquisitions for the 
collection. 

The Yapi-Kredi collection was begun in 
1 950 by the bank's founder, Kazim Tash- 
kent. As Mrs. Berker says, he was a man 
"before his lime,”. In an era when most 
people were turning away from traditional 
arts and crafts, he realised that the old 
work would, in lime, become very valu- 
able. 

The collection now includes callingra- 
phy, clothing and accessories, silver and 
copperware. shadow puppets, prayer 
beads, watches and the third finest coin 
collection in the world. The bank has also 
moved into the modern field, and has a 
fine collection of paintings by contempor- 


ary Turkish artists. The collection is open 
to the public and selections from it arc 
also loaned for travelling exhibitions. For 
the Amman exhibition it contributed a 
small, but exquisite selection of embroid- 
ery, gold and silver work and one abso- 
lutely stunning handworked dress. 

The bank has 600 branches throughout 
Turkey and they carry pamphlets and 
posters which bring knowledge of the col- 
lection to a wider audience. 

The Yapi-Kredi collection has also sti- 
mulated other banks lo take an interest in 
cultural matters. The Akbank now has a 
specialised collection of veils and of 
I^intings and the Isbenkasa has a collec- 
tion of paintings. 

Mrs. Berker says Turkish handcrafts 
did reach a low point when people were 
doing less work, and also put little value 
on the old pieces. Stories abound of fami- 
lies selling off rare and beautiful embroid- 
ered work, copper and silver and old 
furniture at low prices because they 
thought these things were Just old- 
fashioned. 

Now. she says, educated city people in 
particular are beginning to appreciate Ihe 
historical and social value of old work. At 
the same time they are developing new 


forms of handwork, often mdapting the 
motifs and techniques of the past. 

A highlight of the recent 'exhibition at 
the RCC was the series of beautiful 
models of old wooden houses by Mrs. 
Sule Ulgen. Mrs. Ulgen has made perfect 
replicas of the old houses in order, she 
says "To protect the! cultural wealth of 
Turkey especially in the field of architec- 
ture.” 

Through the efforts of the Ministry ol 
Culture, rural people are also re-discove- 
ring the past. It has established museums 
throughout the country and also sends 
travelling exhibitions lo more isolated 
areas. Ministry c.xperts go out lo the vill- 
ages lo find out what craft items are still 
there and to teach the people (heir value. 
Tlie villagers are now becoming more 
interested, and sometimes try to repro- 
duce the old work. 

Mrs. Berker says it is not reasonuble tc 
expect the old handcraft traditions tu be 
maintained unchanged. Eiix>nomic press- 
ures are forcing rural women lo work as 
farm labourers, and they have very little 
free lime. Younger women arc now goln^* 
to school and they also have no time to 
develop and maintain handcraft skills. Bui 
there is still handwork being done, though 
it is more simple than before; and Mrs. 
Berker believes that in time it will also be 
valuable, both in financial and ciiKurai 
terms. 


The motif is the message 


art ijollectofs. • 

dlnU^r b® combined with a 

wnner dance apd a surprise giiest will be 
coming specially to, conduct the aucYion” 


FOR Mrs. Mehpare Akbas who was 
also in Amman for the Turkish art 
and craft exhibition, the traditional 
Motifs of Turkish embroidery are the 
starting point for all her work. 

Mrs. Akbas originally studied stained' 
bluing at the Academy of Fine Arts 
■a isftebul. When she went to do a course 
H If'bed glass at the Kilsback University 
IJ/J^^^gart she found German artists us- 
SS-t .u *^^^®** motifs at a time when the 
‘ ,f“.jpemselve8 showed no interest in 
^cn things. This inspired her to explore 
^ys not Just of preserving the motifs but 
them into contemporary 
'“fstsh handcraft. 


And finally, the auction 
public to appreciate the work of jj j. 
Vi.»: Th« Ofl lery IS ! 


Piedes are on a lour of the Mid- 
■ ““ .East organized by lia : Quadriennal ! 
• ^ Rotliw. .They are hefe . 

to int^uce the pubUc loathe work of 29 
y»U-knowii Italian: Setdptori j Ail , pieces 

•JheirtitlB.expresBes, tWre.lrAi United 


; fvaj ja we, ^one Interbated daii ' colatacf^ ^ 
; the, Individoa! sculptor, k(o, •: 


--.—..B luivunauci me auction. public to appreciate uie ' jrawi’ 

The paintings will be oil exhibition in dan National Gallery. Thejjajlefy i 
lower pari of the Inlercontinenia iSbK enterprise but. sayj Mrs Viets 
two days before the auction so that ihL nn ^^® and has J Jhiisb- 

bile will have the chanS t« P"’ th® future. These Include the es‘^' 

available. ■ ® to see what is ment of art classes to encourage Uie"' 

tiia ' ■ ' . , : I ' generation of artists.. .. , 

J auc?KS Sol* ■" Mrs Viets said that she and 
Thnv! s«V«ral purpose?, , members <Mrti Barbara 

'lhe^Stii!J?«!f for both Mr Mamdouh Bisharat were ffrofl 

SSffi f" the support recelw^ 

'SSlv?^ ^Fdar - which the arlists ..Princess Wndan, Gallery Tie Jof 
^ P»^«hasc ’ Bisharat entfthe 

>£1S? fflS the Ollier 50 per dan Intercontlnbnial; had .aJ»o hjiR ^ 











Mrs. Akbas takes old embroidered fabr- 
ics, chooses the most pleasing shapes and 
reproduces the designs exactly on glass. 
She says other arlists have now taken up 
glass painting but she is the only one who 
keeps strictly to the traditional motifs. 

She exhibits her work twice a year in 
Turkey but admits ruefully that it is 
mainly foreigners who buy her work. 

Mrs. Akbas enjoys working with glass 
and she also paints on porcelain but now, 
she says, ^be would like to extend ber 
rOhge —'particularly to something un- 
breakable; so she is thinking of trying 
metal work. 

When she began her glass painting six 
years ago she attracted the special interest 
of one member of her family. With her in 
Amman this week was her son Onal Akbas 
who Is also a painter of glass. 

From hand to hand 

Onal Akbas has taken bis mother’s 
technique but'is following a different path 
with his designs. His inspiration is the 
teship, the decorated border that sur- 
rounds the text on hand-written Qur'ans. 
His motifs areiall taken from the Teships 
dr from the decoratiohk In Mosques, j . 

He has been studying thie art df teship 
decoration for four mars at th^ world's 
last remaining school for such arts Jo Is- 
tanbul. There were examples of his tea- 
cher's work ijl' this .wek's exhibition. 







Mrs Mehpare Akbas 


He says the established designs* must be 
reproduced exactly but the artist is free to 
express his Individuality with new motifs 
ohd this prevents his work from becoming 
s^tic andiuncreative.. 

;Mr., Akbas is proud to be' very much 
pilrt of the Turkish , anistic traditioh. 


The motifs on glass are keeping 
a tradition alive 


which is based on the idea of * ' taking the 
teacher's hand”, Each- artist passes his 
knoudedge from his hand to that of his 
aiudent' and the tradition .is maintained 
and enriched! wlth'eaoh new generation. 
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Iron Age cult stands 
found in Pella dig 

Unusual objects join list of 
this season’s surprises 



% 





AMMAN — Two ceramic cull 
stands of (he Iron Ila period 
( 1 0th century BC) are among the 
impressive discoveries at the an- 
cient site of Pella (his season. 
The Star has learned. The finds 
come from levels that archaeo- 
logists working on the mound say 
are the first extensive and rela- 
tively ’safe’ deposits of the per- 
iod. This means that unlike Iron 
Age strata that had been ex- 
plored earlier, nearer to the edge 
of the mound, these remains are 
jess eroded and disturbed by later 
intrusions, so that dating is more 
secure. 

This season’s work at Pella, or 
Tabaqat Fahl, has already at- 
tracted notice because of unusual 
finds from the Middle to Late 
Bronze Ages, including unique 
ivory plaques, huge troves of 
pottery and the first Akkadian 
cuneiform tablets found in Jor- 
dan. 

The Australian team at Pella, 
(urecled in the field by Dr. Timo- 
thy Potts, unearthed the cull 
^ands in what is considered to 
be a firm Iron Ila context. Co- 
Director Professor Basil Hen- 


nessy told The Star that one of 
the two stands, standing about 
half a metre high, bore four 
horn-like protrusions at its cor- 
ners, similar to what is found on 
the horned altars of the period. 
It is covered with a red slip and 
bears incised and raised band de- 
signs. 

The second stand is even more 
remarkable. Although it has 
been broken and disturbed by a 
pit dug in a later period, most of 
a large front panel has been re- 
covered — with two female fig- 
•ures standing on lion's heads at 
either side. The figures seem to 
represent the fertility goddess 
Astarte. The top of the stand is 
like a large concave dish, into 
which was moulded a female 
head, about 10 centimetres 
nigh, which would appear to 
have overseen the religious ac- 
tivities for which the stand was 
used. 

The stands are like small altars 
and would have been used for the 
offering of libations, burning in- 
cense, etc. There are several 
parallels recorded, though none 
of them are exact. Similar stands 


Close-up of the female head 

.^covered at MegitWo 
and other Iron I and II siie*^ 

they are very rar? 

and Dr Hennessy says he know 
of no other examples found east 
of the Jordan River. 

The Iron Age level has beeo 
productive in other ways, as 
well. Nearby the locus of ihe 
stands was a huge deposit of Wa 
storage jars, one with its mud 
stopper still intact. “We're aoi 
totally sure of the date, but ihiok 
It’s 1 0th century,” he said, Un- 
fortunately the whole area has 
been cut up by wall foundations 
dug in the Hellenistic period of 
the site's occupation. But the 
stands are clearly associated 
with floors and walls, v^ich 
could be thc^e of a religious 
building. 

Asked about progress on the 
Bronze Age finds, 1> Hennessey 
said that the total number of ol>- 
jecls recovered from Tomb 52 on 
the nearby Tell Husn bad risen 
from a last- reported 800 to more 
than 1,100. The archaeologists 
are still working on the trove. 


IFAPO researche s cover most of Jordan 


French institute puts works on show 


By Steven Ross 
Star Staff Writer 

.MMAN — The Beirut- based 
rench Institute for Archaeology 
1 the Near East is giving inter- 
sted people another chance to 
se the broad range of its work 
1 Jordan, with an exhibition at 
tie University of Jordan library 
lis week. 

The institute, better known by 
.s French acronym IFAPO, has 
up in the library's upstairs 
xhibilion hall a wealth of infor- 
lalion -T- mostly in documentary 
nd photographic form. There 
re also several display cases 
illed with pots and other arle- 
acte found on various field ex- 
^ditions. Headed by Francois 
'iUeneuye, IFAPO's deputy 
irector for Jordan, institute 
.lembers worked fullspeed up 
• ntil Monday afternoon to pre- 
are the exhibition, which 
■pened that evening. 

As a map near the exhibition's 
nirance shows, the institute's 
york covers practically all of 
■ordaii! Surveys, excavations 
. nd research stretch from Petra 
h the south to Quwcilbeh, near 
‘ Jmm QaJs in the. extreme north, 
hher sites where work is cur- 
;entiy under way include Khirbet 
vl<Dharlh|; Smakleh. Qaslal, 
Araq ANAinir, Kharaneb, Qasr 
: lallabal,. Khlrbef Al-Samra. Jek-' 
sh and, Ajloun., ! 

.. ^Al| lAbqls !and^itegcls'acc 6 mpai 
lylhg. the; exhibits are. given tn' 
FfflhOli ahc| Arabic no: 
■ingJis h. But ' for the- non* Prenclt 

•peaking fqxeigfner; members pr 


FAPO are oilly'to ready to asslSt 
n the interpretation of the mat-^' 
rial. . ' • ' . 

.'^rainoth'^rJi: 

: Included are sample reprbdud--' 

- idhs of soiiie of theiiiiany^ thou- ! 

apds of.inScrjpii'onS lhat ard'w- j 
published by:JPiench resear- 
bers jn ^ ^putiolh uridertaking 

V.' .'1 ■' 1 ! •' l!•■• ' ■ • . ■ 


that IS III the middle of execii- 
fion. Known as the ‘Corpus of 
^ inscriptions in 

Jordan . the work will appear in 
five volumes covering distinct 
geographical areas. The aim is to 
publish every known inscription 
in either of the two classical 
longues, without exception. The 
first volume is now In print. 

On exhibition boards facing 
the inscriptions is an extensive 
exhibit concerning the work at 
•Araq Al-Ainir, the Hellenistic 
site that is possibly IFAPO’s best 
known contribution to Jordan ar- 
chaeology at the present time. In 
addition to reports and descrip- 
tions of the extensive surveys 
and soundings that have been, 
done in the region, there are 
renderings of the. .monumental • 
qasr where French architect 
Francois Larche has been direct- 
Ing Reconstruction work In co- 
operation with the Department 
of Antiquities of Jordan. Per- 
haps the most detailed ones yet 
put on exhibit, they evoke the 
grandeur that this structure must 
have displayed, sitting as it did 
in the iniddle of an artificial 
lake. 

But helping to dispel the mis- 
conceptidn that they are usually 
concerned only with great! mon- 
umentar structures, the French 
also exhibit some of the results 
a geo- archaeological survey 
that has studied the natural and 
social environment of a selected 
..;Wea.of north Jortlan In great de- 
!-|;a|l. ElhnoarchaeOlogical work at 
..the; vjUago bf.Smakieh, near Ka- 
rak, I is also represented. 

Other itork; depicted iriciudes 
..photography; survey work' ^and 
architectural reconstruction at 
■ Potraf studies of Khirbet Ai* 

;Dharih. a ISebatae&n' viUa^/ tem^ 
pie woeKe,,oxcava^Ons are to 
:,S®8iP. *n' recoristmeiUon of : 

' J”i :;'.nacrdpollk .or 

! 5 ^aVa.«ohs : at. the'\i>5lti- 
^ 'sltd:or.Khirbet;;Al-Sa^ 
and ftJStudy p^^he'♦qasr^ a^ Oa^ 


fSo pi*‘ «p with 

the Jordan National Geographic 
Centre shows the connection be- 
tween the centre’s work and 
some of the survey and mapmak- 

|?ts archaeolog- 

. Bronze Age on up 

In the display cases are a col- 
lection of coins; potierv 
fom Quwcilbeh, ‘Araq AJ- 

r^nm i?/l? of finds 

[Torn IFA PO s excavations near 
the South Gale at Jerash. The 
pottery^and objects from Jerash 
come from the trenches that 
reached M deep as Bronze Age 
levels. They include several fa- 
scinating pieces among which 
are coins, lamps, ^ads, sca- 
rate; glass vessels etc. Jacques 
Seigne, who directed the French 
team, told The Star that the 
South Gate trenches showed ex* • 
tensive remains up to the early 
seventh century AD. They are to 
be filled In up to the levels of a 
Roman period guard house, 
which will be preserved in a re- 
. constructed state. 

IFAPO is the successor of the 
■ Institute d‘ Archeologie de: Bey-' ' 
routh; founded In 1 946. This In- 
stitute lost much of its extensive 

of 1975, , and in 1977 took the 
new name to correspond with ila 
wider range of activities raachp 
ng to Jbr^ii and Syria.: IFAPO 
. is Under thh authority of the 
..French Ministry of External Re^ . 
. .DS- Jordan' work started' 
m l 976 a^ ' Araq AI- Amir, and 
thq permanent secUbh.< here 
opened Iqi 1 97 8 ; -Five , meinbers 
or the Institute, arq permanently: ' 
i;esident in Jordan, i, ,. ; 

i ; th 9 Qi(iiibiUon :als 6 includes ! 
8 ome:irtf 9 r;matlon dn ihe work of ' 

: I the Jerusalem: based' Bcoie' KbI- : , ! 



One of the Astarte figures 




'iPAPp ah'd' 'the :Bc 6 le Bibliqiiie at 

• y . -I- ■ . ' -<r* \ ?i. .'J . 



Aerobic teacher Pamela Dosch 

Exercise, a key to youth 


living 


By Niywu Kefay 

special (o The Star 

■ aerobic exercise is basi- 
cally a non-stop movement 
which requires your body to 
demand increased amounts of 
oxygen over an extended per- 
iod of time” says Mrs. 
Pamela L. Dosch who leads 
aerobic exercise groups in the 
Adult Education Programme 
at the American Community 
School, 

Pam says that aerobic exercise 
offers many benefits. It raises 
ihe energy level, and improves 
ihe blood circulation which all- 
ows the muscles, skin and vital 
organs to receive a better blood 
supply. But. she says, one has to 
be careful not to subject one self 
to 3 regime meant for some one 
much younger, and common 
sense should be one's guide in 
doing exercise, if they are not 
done properly the exercises can 
be counter productive. 

“Before starting any new pro- 
gramme”, Pam says “it is 
highly advisable to consult your 
doctor as to what your limitation 
might be”. According to Mrs 
IX^h, aerobics can increase 
physical stamina and can prevent 
degenerative diseases by keeping 
the system in good working order 
by improving the balance, co- or- 
dination, flexibility and rhythm 
of the body. “This improved 
physical ability” Pam goes on, 
‘'builds self esteem and self con- 
fidence, and gives a feeling of 
faiisfaclioD at knowing (hat one 
h doing something to boiler on- 
eseir. 

Pam offers a six weeks course 
in aerobics, vrith three hours of 
class a week. “In each of these 
hours, we begin with 10-15 
mnuies of warming up. then 
l£' 2 S minutes of aerobic dance, 
Mter which we spend another 20 
routes of stretching and Yoga 
type exercise and at the end, we 
wnclude the session with five to 
Jen minutes of cooling down, 
lie fteroblc exercise portion of 
the programme increases in du- 
ration as the programme contin- 

Aerobic exercises are very im- 
portant m Pam ‘8 life. She is a 
™«iou^ person and be- 
lU * u ^ Bood way of prac- 
l^ng her religious convictions is 
? Meping her body healthy and 
and sharing this talent with 
like to benefit from 
i***" ll'® oppor- 

Oity to meet new people and 









- .• ' 

’’ ,'T-P 




Pamela Dosch 


make many friends, “upon ar- 
riving in Amman 1 knew no one' ' 
Pam says, ' ' now I have hun- 
dreds of friends”. 

Through her experience in 
teaching exercise, here in Am- 
man, Pam has noticed that Arab 
women are less interested in ex- 
ercise than foreigners. They only 
take an interest when they notice 
a very obvious change in their 
appearance, especially after they 
have children, and want to cor- 
rect it. 

Pam's interest in physical ac- 
tivity is not confined to aerobics, 
she i,s in fact, an nil-round ath- 
lete. She started taking dance 
lessons when she was 6 years 
old, and she always eqjoycd ten- 
nis, running, horse back riding, 
us well as ballet dancing, and 
aerobic exercise. 

Pam's most favourite hobby 
has always been horses. “1 grew 
up with horses”, she says. She 
enjoys the different aspects of 
the hobby including riding in 
competitions, raising and train- 
ing horses, and even writing a 
regular column in a Los Angeles 
Sports Magazine. “I love ani- 
mals very much, and feci they 
are a beautiful gift that our cre- 
ator provided for us to learn 
from, care for and enjoy”, she 
says. 

Pam’s non-athletic interests’ 
include her role as president of 
(he American Women of Amman 
Club (AWA). a position she has 
held for two years. 


The AWA began in the early 
1960's with the idea of promot- 
ing social relations among the 
American community, providing 
and promoting an exchange of 
ideas and understanding between 
American women and the Jorda- 
nian community, and to contri- 
buting to charity and welfare ac- 
tivities in Jordan. The Honorary 
President is the US Ambassa- 
dor's wife while the president 
and officers are elected each 
year. 

Pam says that throughout the 
years, the AWA has through its 
community action programme 
contributed goods, money, scho- 
larships, aiid services to many 
institutions i and individuals in 
Jordan. j 

She believes the AWA is a un- 
ique organization in that a sub- 
stantial number of its members 
arc permanent residents of Jor- 
dan. She says they provide the 
club with a continuity and stabil- 
ity not usually found in organiza- 
tions of this type and their inti- 
mate and thorough understand- 
ing of the country is a great re- 
source for the organization. 

Also included in Pam’s busy 
life is her work teaching gym- 
nastics at the French Cultural 
Centre, and, of course her hus- 
band and two children, seven 
and eight years old. 

And she herself is a testimony 
to her belief that a well-balan- 
ced, regular exercise programme 
brings about a healthy body and 
more youthful figure. 


Armenian salad 


h>Sredients 


* i lettuce : 
^-boiled 


Method 



Vi. • j^bniuice 

fresh .chives 
dried diltweed and 
vM ; «4 (eitspooa 


• Discard outer lettuce leaves, wash the rest, dry and arrange them on a 
large serving platter 

' eHalvetheeggsandpIaoethemaroundtheedgeoftheplaUer, outside' 
downwards ... 

• Halve and stone the olives and arrange them on top of the eggs 

0 Divide the wBiercmssor parsley i^toslxteen equal poilloruandarrah^ 

. themmtbespacei.between^ee^,:withlh6iiitenisp61niedlnwards'. , 
e ThiiUy slice Uie radishes and pepper 

e Soiape and ^ate the carrots 

• Mix tfa^ three ingi^ieii(s;togelHer and pile them into the mi^le of. 
'••iheringmadeby the'.egp i': •. j I. 

I . • Throughly beat (oge^r all the Mhce lngr^enis.potiir. lido a saute 
. .&^;qudsei;yewlth ^ • 



Sizing things up 

HAVE YOU just come from a country where sizes in clothing 
are standardised? And you measure yourself from time to 
lime to determine any changes brought about by diets and ex- 
ercise programmes you've undertaken so you can get the per- 
fect fit when you go shopping? Well, forget about ail (hat 
now. 

Here in Jordan we have a mixture of British and American 
sizes, French measurements, Italian. Chinese, Japanese. 
Korean, Taiwanese, Bulgarian, Romanian and even Jorda- 
nian sizes. And each of these systems has its own unique 
character. 

I'll skip all the various standardised systems and the devia- 
tions between each of them in relation to the one you may be 
accustomed to and go directly to our own Jordanian way of 
doing it. 

I had the occasion to visit a privately owned, one-family 
shirt factory contained within three or four small rooms. For 
their comparative small floor space they produce a good 
quantity of shirts and blouses. 

On my first visit I climbed the narrow stairway to enter the 
door and stepped into the miniscule hallway to arrive at the 
main workroom. The walls were lined with shelves loaded to 
capacity with bolts of materials in every colour and design. 

At the far end of the cubicle was a large cutting table 
stacked with 200 layers of cloth in a rainbow of shades and 
covered with wooden pattern pieces. On an arm overhanging 
this was a sturdy, movable jigsaw used to cut the textiles into 
the components of the shirts. Nearer to the doorway and 
close by the table with the hotplate, teapot, sugar cannister 
and an assortment of glasses were the sewing machines and 
their operators. 

These girls seemed to be all of the same age group and cir- 
cumstances. After talking to them a while 1 learned that two 
of them were sisters and a third was their cousin. They had a 
high degree of rapport leading to jocularity as they stitched 
cuff to sleeve, sleeve to body, collar to neckline, and made 
buttonholes down the front. 

The last step wus to fasten the size tag below the collar at 
the mid-back line. One of the girls was busy lifting finished 
shirts out of a large cardboard carton and reaching into a 
smaller box sitting on her machine table that contained the 
little tags to be stitched. This time her hand fumbled around 
in the little box. She picked it up to tilt it so she could look 
directly into its depths. 

“Oh, dear,” she said, or something of similar meaning, 
“My size tags arc finished. I'll have to look for some more 
number 40’s.” She did. She got up from her machine and 
searched the shelves, the window ledge, the tabic and then 
crossed the hallway and explored the other rooms. All to no 
avail. She couldn’t find any more number 40's. She returned 
to the workroom to sit down at her machine and tell her col- 
leagues about not finding the 40's. 

Now if they had been any other girls, this would' have stop- 
ped the individual in her efforts to complete the shirts that 
waited for her In the large carton. She might have had to fold 
her hands and wait until her supervisor came by to solve the 
problem. Then the work would have falleii' behind schedule 
and she would have had to stay late to complete her task te- 
fore going home. But these girls were Uifferent. 

They were imaginative and resourceful. They weren't going 
to let their sister and cousin drudge along past lunchtime. 
They all wanted to go home together. 

“Here. Take some of my tags,” the sister said. 

“But they say number 42,” the girl protested. 

“Close enough,” the sister replied. 

“Nearly the same,” echoed the cousJp. They all laughed. 

She sat down and secured the 42’s into the remaining gar- 
ments, completing the work by noontime. All three girls went 
home together and they lived happily ever after. 


Dr. Yousef Mahmoud 

Dantist/Orthodentlst 

Head of Orthodentlo Department al K.H.M.C. ConsuUant ort- 
hodentlat at tha Royai Medical Services 

Announced the opening of his private clinic at 

Jabal Amman, Prince Mohammad Street, beside 
Dr. Katbeh’a Laboratory. 

■QIfnic hOLtrs Q p./p, and f-6:30 p.m. ; 


I . .; 

' i 


. . Pll'- 


; ' or .rh 

' '-I’.n' 

I ':i:S 

.1!. 


liV- 







people 


p|!' 

I'i] ! 





A sorry chapter 

...on Ihe other side or the Channel. 

^he ghost of an old dispute 

i^mL onh^? 0 s 5 *’rh^l.**'J* defused and buried back at the 
liZi lll- 1984 Cheltenham controversy had burst into the 
open again, and this time they had direr consequences. 

iff in those labyrinthine corridors of power, the 
Snn^ °n some time to work its way into the 

SlSilvf lllf Prime Ministership from his increasingly doitv 
predecessor, il was clear that the elements of a knock-down 

lhrec°“'^ process ™?e 

~ The ruckus over union membership at GCHQ, proving i« 
intractable than opponents of the government’s 

^lo 1 9ss’‘^n*rt^i**' *'o'‘ >«orc than a year — well 

heBrii^niftn"u °"® ®*toash for a couple of cabinet members’ 
ihUnL ? ' *1*°^^®*'' after the unionists and their sympa- 

[?tl fo J h?i/“®‘ succeeded in bringing the entire coun- 
nr^iSco P ° ,®®‘'P*® of times, the PM relented and a com- 
promise formula was achieved. This involved the government 

and^irSih”'°” inembership for the spy centre’s employees 
fhi? 5i sovernment workers in sensitive posts. In return 
pledges that were considered to be 
iron-clad, concerning various forms of draconian ounlsh- 

Tc .0 uniLTctton""’* ''' hoKel 

radical developments stemmed from the Cheltenham ' 

m-abl^'dlimin^^ that starting point, by a kind of inex- 

orable domino process, unionism pervaded every corner of 
reaching to all the most delicate and impor- 
J°*ts. Then, one day. the world woke up to discover that 
ih^e abinel itself become a closed shop — how exactly it 
had happened, nobody knew. ^ 

-- The lines were now drawn for one of the deadliest confron- 

Hn™* whn^flJ^F Parliament. Prime Minister 

Howe, who as Foreign Secretary had had to defend the gov- 

s position against the unions at Cheltenham, found 
1 1*IS» ' D® . opposite direction. Now that the 

oftS?n^irW pMiiion as pre-eminent opposition 

? the notorious Tubagate scandal involving 

Labour leader Kinnock and the illicit orchestral'activities of 
several shadow ministers), the Liberal- Social Democralic all- 
Idgorously “p Ihe gauntlet, and attacked 

point of contention was the opposition's allega- 
Of rr‘S?l “n'on*s«d cabinet could not be relied upon in lime 
of crisis. How can we be absolutely sure, asked alliance 

Se?™WhaMr case of serious 

danger, what i^T the Prime Minister is on strike durine'a nu- 

& professed to be shocked- DiS ?Ke 

niiL«»??ifi * membership was 

incompatible with patriotism? But Sir Geoffrey, finding hjm- 

***® ^ace of some of the snarling questions 
brickbats launched at him in the Commons, haf to 

crisis of confidence which lei to I 
another rouild of general elections, in 1 993; and the sutee- I 
lo pOTCr of the previously unheard-of OccTilt- 
1^1®..?*® *®Jhy ••he National Clairvoyant Union. Their 
act upon taking office was... , *‘p'M 

S!?.'. excerpt from Sidney Longspan’s *Rlsc ^nd ' 

V' I. 



The French School comes to ‘The Star 


The French come out 


• The children of Amman's 
small, but active, French School 
really went out to meet the world 
this week. 

Their programme began with a 
look at the world of newspapers. 
The secondary classes went off 
to Sawl Al-Sharb while the youn- 
ger children look a walk down 
the hill on Saturday morning lo 
see how Ad-Dustour and the Jer- 
usalem Star managed the job. 

Saturday afternoon was a 
proud time for school directress 
Madame Elizabeth Saint > Jean 
and her staff and studednts. 
They were able to watch the 
school's senior fooiball team in 
action for the first time, in a 
match with the College des 


Freres de la Salle. The ‘Freres’ 
learn proved the stronger with its 
4—1 win but coach Mgjed Bass- 
l^ounl felt the team did well for a 
first effort. 

The boys were certainly well 
supported Spectators at the game 
included French Amtassador 
Jacques-AIaln de Sedouy Pre- 
sident of the school’s parents 
association Francois Saintigny, 
President of the sports commit- 
tee Muhammad Kaddour Leban- 
ese Ambassador Samir Hobeica 
and Mrs. Hobeica and Tunisian 
Ambassador Marwan Ibn Al 
Arabl. 

The school’s week was 
crowned on Tuesday morning 
when the students gave a concert 
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Mari* at /.bo'7m *''■ and Saturday 17 

pm. ' 

At the Royal Cultural Centre 

: I a by W. NkMi'khai^ «r 

'• J''-:.-'- .■■•''is' -'-- :,- •; EMlMtloiig • -.1 ■' ■ : ; "r 

' * 2 Mat^h at trio Rqyail euliuW^eriv: ■' 

Thb Eroripsity 

, ®'*SlW(fon. 9 fiKore^ arts' and emits;:. :.';r -.f 

M«)nday 1 2.tp:$giu^pqy: l 7 |!Marqhial‘the Roiyll 
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Sanicr Tabbaa. 

Saturday. 1 0 lo Sunday I 8 March. 

P|;f"®h Cultural Centre presents “Le Roman Noir” the 
exhibllioni accompanies the centres fes lival of criihe riiml" 
Continues until Saturday 3 1 March. ' 

presents an exhibition on the 
FVench Contribution to Jordanian Archaeology '■ 

Contmues until Saturday 10 March at the University of Jor- 

^ Films ' 

The Aimrican Centre presents ‘New York, New York* (2 

Wednesday 14 March at 8.00 pm. 

ftyP'.S® Rebiffe* a 1 96 1 film by Giiles Granaier atarrirto 
; J?53; Carol, :Berna7d Bller ami .Mau?i?e S- 


fli®/dp>::;\O..Mardh at 7.30 prt ' ' 

film by r 








at Ihe American Communily 
School as part of the latter's spe- 
cial ‘International Week.’ 

Their programme included 
poetry, song and folkdance. Mu- 
sic teacher Marie Madeleine Mo- 
baldeen and primary school tea- 
chers Madame Chantal Ou Bois, 
Madame Eliane Reboui, Madame 
Murielle Aludaat and Madame 
Monique Simon had worked hard 
lo prepare the children's musical 
contribution. 

Very suitably. Marie-Heleae 
Lebreton was the children's tea- 
cher for the folk dances from 
Brittany and Madame Dealse 
Ruffel gave valuable help in pre- 
paring (he costumes. 

Unfortunately the childrea 
only had time lo give their per- 
formances and then il was back 
lo school. They arc hoping to go 
back one day to meet . (be 
students at the American School 
and may be enjoy a glimpse of 
American cultural activity. 


• * ‘ Were you famous when yot 
were 1 2 years old?" was one ol 
the several questions addressee 
lo Lebanese pianist Walld Hon- 
rani last Monday when he gave s 
special schools performance. 
The questions were asked b) 
members of the packed audito- 
rium of curious youngsters whe 
were given the chance to hold a 
brief "press conference". 

Waljd took part in boosting the 
musical education of his young 
audience, ranging from the age 
of nine upward, throughout the 
morning performance byideqli' 
Tying each of the pieces he 
played and by explaining the dif- 
ferent movements and tiie fisel- 
ings evoked by each. 

For most of these children, il 
was the first piano concert they 
ever attended, and they sur- 
prised their teachers by being 
quiet as they could — which 
means (hat there were whispers 
here and there and a few giggles 
when there. was a sudden change 
in movements. 

Sbadlti Hadhud, of the first 
preporalory class at the CMS was 
impressed with the performance. 
She. admired Walld's own (Exo- 
tica), "especially, when he be- 
gan to use triq piano top as a 
dfUmm and when Walid ma<^e a 
trill — It was so like Arabic mu- 
sic. and with only the piano ana 
I the saxapbone . playing," ahe 
I said. Another admirer vms Sbefr 
I eeo. Abu Khader, a sixth grad^f! 
\ at the ■ Orthpdbx School. She had 
' rattenddd each of the thrpd ;»*[' 

' \formances, . Walid maids at the 
iRo^i Cultural t^htre. . , 

- ‘\. Tarek' NiissarJ from the second 
, preparatory clads at.the Orthodox 
• Scriobr preferred the jiwo works 

:.;,ofj.;Jpharin;-;'Jft^ I ■ ; 

^ ...vi.’-'j. l!).'*:'" ...j: 1 


Time out for Picasso 


people 


. Hostess for this month s ga- 
rherinfl of Ambassador’s wives 
MS Mrs Nayy.r Ibsan Al Ka- 
Mi, Wife of the Pakistani am- 
bassador to Jordan. 

Mrs Rashid prepared a very 
sMcial programme with artist 
Tinfiq Al-Sayyad and American 
Ambassadress Mrs Marina Vtcts 
both sharing their knowledge of 
Spanish artist Pablo Picasso with 
gwry Interested audience. 

Tawfiq Al-Sayyad spoke of the 
relatiODship between Picasso’s 
ffork and Islamic art. Using a 
video film he compared Picasso's 
paintings with their equivalents 
jQ Islamic art. 

He said that Picasso's growing 
up In an Andulusian environ- 
Dunt, surrounded by Arab art 
ind treasures had affected his 
trend towards abstract art. He 
Slid that picasso had taken the 
essence of Arab Islamic i<|eas 
and pul (hem into an art stripped 
of any connection with tangible 
form. 

Mrs Viets described Picasso as 
the genius of his age, especially 
with his Harlequin paintings. 
Site said he bad rejected (he pa- 
tronage and commission systems 
of bis time and started a new 
trend where the artist was free 
in his art. 

She said Picasso had always 
loved to travel and one could see 
different cultures, including 
African, Mongolian and, espe- 
cially, Spanish in his work. And, 
of course, with the Spanish in- 
fluence came Arab and Islamic 
influences. 

Mrs Rashid had also prepared 
a beautiful film on Pakistan but 
iM lectures and the lunch which 
followed robbed her of the lime 
[oshowit. SUU its something for 
w ladies to look forward to next 
lime, 


• When the staff of the China 
Aeronautical Technology Ini- 
Export Corporation 
jvATICj leave to work overseas 
wey are strongly encouroged to 
jwintaiti four principles, 
highly translated Into English 
M ^ the contract, 

riendshlp, maintenance of qual- 
»yand minimum profit taking. 
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Mrs Nayyar Al Rashid with guests Mrs NourU Al Iraqi, wife 
of the Moroccan Ambassador and Mrs Fatima Zlad Mango. 


Last Saturday night CATIC 
manager Fan Zong (^ng, project 
manager Sun Hua and architect 
Qicng He Cheng and translators 
Yan Daxin and Xic De Lin were 
happy lo place special emphasis 
on the second of these when they 
were invited to dinner by ar- 
chitect Eddie Zananlri and his 
wife Josephine. 

The CATIC staff were de- 
lighted to try the delicious Jorda- 
nian food and (o compare Arab 
coffee and Chinese tea drinking 
customs. 

Mr Fun emphasized that 
Chinese specialists working on 
overseas projects feel that the 
building of friendship between 
peoples is as important as (he 
construction of buildings. 

And when (hey go home the 
CA'nC sliiff will be able to give 
Ihoir family and friends an nc- 
curulc picture of Jordan as Jose- 
phine Zananiri presented them 
with uuiograplied copies of her 
recently published guide to Jor- 
dan. 

Joscplitnc's publisher FathI 
Abdullallf was looking very 
pleased at this. He already im- 
ports Chinese children's books 
In English. Maybe he was dream- 
ing of a reciprocal arrangement 


physical fitness center 

For Ladies 


Makes you look better, feel better, 
and possess a good health 

J®|n u» at any of the following activities: 

f ■ Asrobics 
^ M^ern Dance 
3- Defence 

fi ®’®''cises during pregnancy 

s ch «xsfolses after delivery 

|F«ne^^equip,nenU , 

Massage A| 
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with a Chinese edition of the 
guide. 

• Minister of Information Lalla 
Sharaf has been blowing more 
fresh air through Jordan's chan- 
nels of communication. On Sa- 
turday she held the first 'of a 
planned series of afternoon tea 
gatherings to meet her colleag- 
ues in Ihe field of journalism. 

In a very open discussion, the 
journalists talked aboul the vari- 
ous problems they face and Mrs 
Sharaf explained the causes of 
these problems. She didn't 
promise any miracles but she did 
promise to do her best to help the 
journalists carry out their job 
and lo minimize the difficulties 
they face. 

After two good hours of dis- 
cussion the group ware able lo 
relax and get to know one 
another over afternoon tea. 


• It must be all that fresh air. 
sunshine and good food that does 
U, but Australian children do 
seem lo grow faster than other 
children. When young Dave Har- 
vey celebrated his eleventh birth- 
day last week everyone agreed 
that he looked at least fourteen. 
Slili all his playmates are still in 
short pants so it must be true. 

Or was it all just another Aus- 
tralian tall story? 


• Journalists enjoyed a musical 
press conference vraen they went 
to meet guitarist Tania Changot 
this week. Tania who is French 
born but of Catalan and English 
origin, was more than pleased to 
oblige when Fernando Francis of 
Radio Jordan requested a sample 
of her talent. 

And talented she is. Her guitar 
came to life with Praetorius' 
•Couranle 1* and Llobel’s ‘Le 
Testament d'Amelie'. 

• Tania took up the study of the 
classical guitar with Maurice 
Rosset when she was eight be- 
cause .her older brother was 
learning at the time and she 
wanted to do the same. She is 
now studying with Alberto 
Ponce. 

Tania has gone on lo win first 
prize in a number of Inter- 
naiiontil competitions . including 
.the prestigious Fernando Sor 
.International Guitar Competition 
heldinRome.| 

Her programme in Amman 

iconsisted of i olh ®iind'?0th 
from the range of 1 9th and 20th 

century guitar music. She say 
ishe prefers the 20th century 

'DieceJ because the composers in- 

icorporatecl a dissonance into, the 
liiuslc wheteaa oarlie.r composers '■ 
Adhered io the laws of musical 
Iwithbut any deviation. 


idllitaliaiKMv shoduk* 
stai-tiiijj S5 Marc-li. 
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3 00 pfTr. 

J-QO pm itoriii-ig 30 Sepiembw 

300 pn-i 

20 0 StortlfiQ 30 iepTeimbei 


Alltalln Boutique. 

you van shop Tor High Fasihion in ihc sky. Devause our Aliialia 
Boiiliquv' will be Teauiring ihv mosi prusligioiis nAruus 
nrniiiid; BniiLsioni, Ferragamo, Gianni Vrrucc, Trussardj, 
Vaicniinn. These are names lhai are found in Ihe mosi exclusive 
shops in Rome, Pnris, London, New York, Tokyo . 

Names that have taken ihc words "made In Icaly" nnd made 
them synonymous with elegance. We're oiTciing a bcauilfiil 
selecilon of iheir acucssories ai special prices Tor oil of our 
interconiinenul and inicrnatlonal passengers. Aliulla 
Boulique Think nfii as High Fashion ai thousands feet 
of allliude. 

For Turther Informallon conlaci 
AJiialii general sales Agent; 

Terra Sancia Tourist Co. LTD. 

Tel. 2S203 - 3603S or Your nearesc Travel Agent 




THE 

BRITISH COUNCIL 


The British Council and The FYlends of Archaeology 
Invite you to attend an Illustrated lecture eutltled 

"The 1981 Petra Excavations" 
by 

Dr Nabll Khalry 

of the Department of Archaeology 
University of Jordan 
at 7 pm on 10 March 
at The British Council Centre 


laocfe ipotel 

v s&ii ; I he I Ml lush I estival 

Tor Mollitr Day and for your intc>rnal decorallo)\s 
visit ‘'Ai-Qasr’' grand liall for 
-- Mamially-m;ido silk liiTkish rugs 
-- 1 ‘iirc silver vases 

-- Soviveiiirs, ha iiimered and siDcr-lnlaid inass plates 
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Star kids 



Loyalty 


Omar thought of the problem of the princesses falling hair. He talked 
to the princess's chamber-maid and knew some of the princess’s sec- 
rets which help him to solve the problem. He hurriedly went to the King 
to tell him he found the cause of the princess’s falling hair. 

By Hamdan Al-Hal ^ marriage 

Th« u ceremony had been held. Omar de- 

rirJnhff,.?* somewhat cided that it was time for him to go 

' back home. He fell guilty that all his 

“Go on. what is it, I am anxious to spent on helping others 

see her well again,'* he said while his main purpose was to help 

what I have to sav the ireatminT prepared to leave, 

would be." said Omar reainient pnnee and princess offered him 
... ... . gold and money. He strongly refused 

I will do anything to see her well to lake any as he did in the past two 

and happy, no matter if I like it or cases. The princess begged him to 

not. said the King. take them, claiming that this was a 

“Your majesty, love is beauty and love should not 

beauty is love. So that your daughter rejected. Omar then accepted 
could be once more beautiful, she 

should mari^ the one she loves, Ja- A few days later he returned home, 
nial, .said Omar. He found that his wife was in good 

The king was quiet for a moment all cured of her ailment, 

then he said “[ rejected the marriage told her about his journey 

because of an oJd dispiiic between things he did to help the 

Prince Jamal's father and me. Now I others, his wife replied, “God has 

realize that our children should not be heen our guard. He rewarded you by 
punished for their fathers' silly disa- restoring my health. You are a good 




M&i 




greements. The marriage will take “lan. 


place." 


'"Me«AnoAre viio..- i , » Omar Spent the Tcst of his long life 

orincrfr?d hv nYDhffJi i Aching his children grow up into 

nightfall, he was at the strong and honest persons, and he 

Uml wherfhe nHnnA« ^ ^ happily for the rest 

time when the princess restored her of their lives i 

beauty, and her hair began to grow. The end I 
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Loudmouthed Lizard 

YECK-VECK-YECK, TSEE-TSEEI The cries of this 
goggle-eyed beast pierce the humid air as a photogra- 
pher startles it in a Madagascan forest. It is the only 
reptile that can make a noise other than a hiss. 

Its vocallzattons range from quiet chirping and 
squeaking to loud barking, quacking, croaking and 
screeching. One species is even named gnrrulus, 
meaning "talkative." 

Though they are the noisiest of reptiles, this crea- 
ture and Its relatives are also some of the smallest. 
One species — the smallest reptile on earth — 
measures Just an Inch and a half, including tail. 




Stbln* and Tony, a short iilciprial short story, sent by Malaolo Schwiasow. It I, really a leadini alUaipt lad Star Ktds 
thank Malania very much for It. Always happy to pat your contributions Melania. 
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This is Mr Quink’s garden. 
Every garden bas carrot eat: 


They like to eat carrots. Sa- 
bina and Tony are eating 
some carrots now. 


Now Mr Quink Is coming to 
kill Sablnat and Tony but thev 

Jk.mm Jlm-rn:- tm Ami. * ^ 
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SAGHA, a two- year- old omnivoroi 
Golden Labrador, has had her last U 
icit meal of master's paycheque an 
holiday photographs. ' ‘ Ever since ^ 
got her she has Men bent on destrw 
tlon. But as I could never get rid < 
her, we must change her ways, 
ner Sandra Wood said. 

Sacha's “ways” included devoij 
ing tin cans, clothes, china and kt 
hen pans at the wood home in Mi< 
lesex, near London, Englan< 
'Sacha has made me laugh. But i 
imes she bas reduced me to tears * 
-ike when she chewed the foot of 
bed, ate most of the sheets and tr 
rm of a sofa, ' ' Mrs Wood said. 

When • Saoha : devoured DaVi 
food’s paycheque and some precloj 
hpliday photographs, Mrs Wood kn» 
the .end had comei i". We took her W 
lobat dog training ples's^’* Mrs WJ° 
spid. She added that the trainer n» 
^rned it mi^t take several mom^ 
b. get, Sacha .fo oniy eat food. - A” 
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Henry Arnold 







/^UCORN — December 21st to January 19th 

^ ^ Your opposite number could ask your advice in connec- 

tion with a decision regarding their career. Put their ad- 
vantage before your own. A family event could be the to- I 
pic of conversation during this coming week, and al- I 
though this may cause quite an upheaval, it should be 
most enjoyable. Your relationship with a near one may 
have been rather strained just recently, but their actions 
.should clear things up considerably . 

AOUARn^S ^ Jaanary 20th to February 18th 

' Where your working life is concerned, you may feel 
very strongly that an explanation is due to you regarding 
■ the action of an associate. Just wait for it. A partner 
could have an excellent suggestion regarding a future 
entertainment, and you may spend a lot of this coming 
week making plans for this. This appears to be an excep- 
tionally active week for you in social activities, and also 
■Where work is concerned. 

j 19th to March 20tfa . \ 

Somebody who is very near and dear to you should lei | 
-you know just what their feelings are for you, during this' ] 
week, and this should delight you. You may suddenly 
develop, a keen interest in a new hobby, and this could be 
brought' about by watching a friend doing this. There 
could be mu’ch.^discussion during this week, ^nd you ] 
s aheuld' rderquite-ixfihed about the visit of someone who‘7 
/^means o great deal to I 

AUES — March 21st lo>iril-20lh ^ \ 

Some unexpected and very pleasing news regarding a 1 
financial gain should put you in the best humour you 1 
have been in for quite a long lime past. You would be ' 
very wet) advised to discuss a little worry which you may 
have, with n partner, for they should be able to put your 
mind ut rest regarding this. There should be quite a lot i 
of social uclivity during this week, and a chance to meet J 
some very interesting people. I 

TAURUS — April 21st to May 20th 

- You may make a definite decision regarding a recently 
formed tic, and afterwards, you should feel much more 
scUlod. Your opposite number may have some extremely 
good news which should put your mind at rest, regarding 
Q small problem which you may have. been nursing. A 
close friend could be In a rather grousing mood, but by 
being as tHCtful and diplomatic as possible, you should. 

• ' .find that things run quite smoothly. 

CEMINI — May 21st lo 4hne 20tfa . ^ | 

' A soclul event which you could attend some time dur- 1 
Ing this coming week, could mean much more activity for | 
you in the future, owing to a very charming person whom 
you meet. A hobby or leisure lime task which you are I 
interested in could take up much of your spare time, but 
don't forget your friends. The actions of a close person 
may seem somewhat odd, but they could be doing this for 
^ .your benefit, so don’t cr iticise loo readily. _ 

ngraiay 8 March ~ 

^ Birthday Greetings to You. Where your career is concern- 
ed, you should find that you arc able to realise one of your 
peaiesl ambitions. I gj&fllMiBl. 

- :'^riDg the next few months, several long awaited changes | 
l^d come your way, but try to remember not to hurry them I 

Aft oiTer to travel some time in June or July, even though it 1 g 

mean that you have to alter your plans, could be very j 

'WU mrth your while, and you could make a new circle of 
..rrlenasi'aa well as meeting up with a very influenlial person. 

•J??,® highlights of your coming year appears to be a 
imali mndfail which could come your way with the help of a 
Jiose friend, plus the fact that financialiy. you seem to be 



9 March Sunday 1 1 ^ 

to You. One of the most pleasant Birthday Gr 

■nolhinB I <^mlng twelve months is that you should find You have ind< 

of where your health is concerned, and jn front of yoi 

h rMill.^ U*e end of the coming year, you should every directic 

hhg extremely well and very fit. make good pi 

luaeSSSi^® strongly Indicated, very especially around *L 

IteWs^f?’ should find that this coming year does 

^e very enjoyable social activities for you. slw^d very 

just as well for you to remember that up until late from the seen 

■ drawn into family arguments which even- mirino the 

hemseivea oiil, for you would receive no months* you 

Torts and could give yourself a lot of un- niiifitv of scoi 




.Weak commenclaa 8th March, 1984 | 


CANCER — June 21st to July 21st 

You may feel just a little bit hesitant about making a 
move where a member of the opposite sex is concerned, g 
,You could receive a letter some time during this coming 2 
week, one which you may have been waiting for, and this 
should clear up a recent misunderstanding. A friend 
could give an unusual kind of entertainment some lime 
during this week, and this should be the start of a lot 
more activity for you. 

LEO — July 22nd to August 21at 
You may recently have introduced yourself to a new set 
of friends, and this week could be the beginning of a gay 
social whirl with these people. You should guard against 
making your opposite number jealous, however much you 
may be tempted to do so, or they could in turn do the 
same thing to you. A person who is close to you could 
have a surprising stroke of luck during this week, and it 
should call for a happy c elebration. 

/ VIRGO — August 22nd to September 21st 
/ Through the help of an older person around you, you 
f should te able to overcome a minor problem, and this' 
will cement a deep friendship between the two of you. 

Your opposite number may te expected to put in some 

I 'extra work during this coming week, so don't worry or 
grumble if they neglect you just a little. A new venture 
Icould bring you some unexpected prosperity, but you 
iwould be well advised to guard against unwise spending. 

LIBRA — September 22nd to October 22nd 

The Indications are that you could receive a surprise 
present from somebody you care atout, and this should 
allay any recent doubts you may have had about their af- 
fections. Try to show more patience with a member of 
your family, for they may need your encouragement and. 
i advice regarding a decision which they must make. An 
I argument may arise with a younger person around you, 

\but if you are firm, the y mil realise that you are right. 

SCORPU) — October 25nl to November 21ut 

Expect news of some fulure travel for you which could _ ^ 

mean combining business with pleasure. This should bo 1^ ^ •Sli T.r 

extremely beneficial in the long run. At work, a collea- 

gue could suggest an idea with which you are not fully In 

agreement. Point out to them how you feel about this. L." *‘i 

You could receive an invitation from a friend to join 

them on an outing, and this should prove to be a very 

advantageous event for you. 

f SAGnTA^S - Noiwmlwr 22nd to Detmbcr »th 
A close friend may let you Into rather an exciting se- 
cret, but do be sure not to repeat this, or your friend will 
lose confidence in you. Somebody you have only met 
once or twice before could delight you by a rather excit- 
ing and generous Invitation during this week. Around 
mid-week, an arrangement made by somebody else which 
you had not. been looking forward to, should turn out to 
bo very en joyable. 

■ Monday 12 March 

Birthday Greetings to You. Money matters may be a little 
choppy for the next two or three months, so you will have to 
plan very carefully and not spend rashly at all. However, 
aroun^the middle of July, finances could Increase quite con- 

Social activities will be very much to the fore, particularly 
during the summer months, and you may find yourself doing 
quite en amount of organising. Also, entertaining in the 
home will be inclined to 'keep you rather busy. 

Where your job of work is concerned, travel may play a 
large part during this year, and after only short while, there 
could well be promotion for you. This will mean an increase 




to You. Emotionally, you may find that 
itled feeling during the next two months. 
Just a little hit perturbed, which in truth. 

• beipg slightly jealous. There is, how- 
things should soon come to a head, af- 

i^t yo a little silly over su6h a 

family is concerned, you may find, that you 
« i>toMiem towards- JUijie period. Here; you, 
,^.to!t>k. the advice, of a trusted confident who - 
. 'rather tharra I’dilative;'"'' . 


ore. rather than a relative;' ' . : , ^ 

Lyogf affairs ;; 

... ■ !' -I' " ■ 


: Sunday 1 1 March * 

Birthday Greetings to You. 
You have indeed a good year 
in front of you. and in nearly 
every direction, you should 
make good progress. Where 
work is concerned, someone 
you have suspected of causing 
trouble for you recently, 
should very soon disappear 
from the scene. 

During the coming twelve 
months, you should have 
plenty of scope to make im- 
provements all round, so do 
take advantage of opportuni- 
ties when they present them- 
selves to you. 

For those of you who are 
single, you may feel rather 
unsettled where romance is 
cpiicerned, for the- next two* 
months. 

where your cash position is 
concerned, there could be aii. 
unexpected, but very pleasing 
surprise .towards (he end of 
the : summer - 

mean ith$t you ,. are,; d stop 
nearer one of ;your igreatest 

‘WlShbS. ' I. ’ . I ... 


Tuesday 13 March . 

Birthday Greetings to You. Those of you. who are eligible, 
have an exciting year ahead of you in the romantic field, for 
you could find yourself much in demand by members of the 
opposite sex. However, around July to August period, a very 
charming newcomer will make you forget all others. For both 
young and old, a gay social year is indicated. 

Where finances are concerned, the coming year shouid be a 
successful one. A side interest v^ich you may have, may 
start to bring in -some extra money, and providing that you 
are sensible about this, you should have no worries, in this 
direction. 

Where. your working life Is concerned.' there could be an 
offer of promotion for you in August, which you would do 
well to accept. 

Wednesday 14 March 

Birthday Greetings to You. It seems likely that you will 
make quite a long journey around late summer. For the elig- 
ible ones amongst you this could result In great happiness ro- 
mantically, for you will meet up with a member of the oppos- 
ite sex v^o will figure prominenitly In your life for a long 
while to come. However, for those who are married, this 
journey could well result in a very happy reunion. 

Where' financial matters are concerned,' a' small windfall 
coUid. come your wy around mid-suenmer: Someone may try 
to persuade ybii to enter into. a wUd. investment,' but you'' 
should guard againrt this^ or you cduld find that you have set 
: ybUrself back a Irttle.iiV 1 j 

:. /Spcially. there is' miich:to look fok^ward to during this;com- 
. . jhiiyedr; including a neW, sporting activity, which will take up . 
., mubhof yourdparetitAd..; ' 
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entertainment 
A poem on the screen 


T*J® Gypsy Camp Goes Sky- 
wards ’ is a film incorpora ble: in 
•Its beauty, its nature, and its ef- 
rect. Based on Maxim Gorky's 
novcj '*Makarr Chiidra” (Into 
the Sunset), its script was writ- 
ten and directed for the screen 
by Emil Lotyanu. himself a dra- 
matist and a poet. 

The film is a fascinating por- 
trayal of Gypsy life: a world of 
vigour, freedom. . pride and 
beauty. li is a mystical world 
with a culture of its own, domi- 
nated by the love of freedom. 

At the centre of this world are 
t^rky s two romantic heroes: 
the proud and bewitching Radda 
and the bold horse- thief Zobar. 
Their overpowering love for each 
omer is doomed because neither 
of them is ready to pay their 
freedom as a price for their love. 

Lotyanu. used all the technical 
facilities of sound and vision to 
make this world vibrate with 
life. The panoramic long shots in 
(he film, each an artistic land- 
scape in itself, emphasized the 
freedom and beauty of the Gypsy 
world. . , a world whose whole 
existence relies on open space., 
where literally the sky is the li- 
mit. 

The film is a world of vibrant 
and harmonious colours. The 
predominant colours in most of 
the shots ( whether reflecting the 
natural setting or the folkJoric 



A scene rrom “An Office Affair*’; another of the fllme 
shown at the Soviet Film festival " 

nJSnol a'lfn Gypsy songs the rhythm of which 

reflected the action and en- 
MS Most remark- 

able were the songs occompanv- 
replaced by ing the horses pacing in the wil- 
?n nvn.!’* gloomy grey derness or the gypsy girls danc- 

fMm ing on the open hills, 

him such as the dark atmosphere 

of the prison or the dull and These scenes were made even 
gloomy yard where criminals are more dramatic by being filmed in 
hanged on, finally, in the scene slowmotion. thus giving everv 
reflecting (he two horses (one movement and every sound the 
while and one black) against a maximum impact 
silvery sky after the two lovers ..tu o 
have departed from life J*jf .Gypsy Camp Goes Sky- 

«- I • . wards is not simply a film to he 

Colour IS the film s most out- reviewed, it is a pMtic vision to 
standing visual attraction. On be experienced ° 
the level of sound, however, the 

film rebounded with enchanting ReemA.H. Yasln 
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Dotler South. E-W vulnerable 

'fhen: were two major surpr- 
ises in the final rounds of the 
Gold Dip this year. A well fan- 
cM Scottish (cam found itself 
51 down in the semi-finul with 
eight boards to gu and miracii- 
itMisly converted this into a win 


f?.0'=‘Br«ei 

I- 


by 8. Then, in the final, the 
English team that was the lop 
seed among the S40 entries 
played disastrously. The deal 
above was an example. 

The English South opened One 
Heart, which is understandable 
at the vulnerabilily. and North 
quaintly roised to Two Hearts. 
East doubled and South bid Four 
Hearts ( ! ) . which West ventured 
to double. 

West led a diamond and South 
ruffed. The declarer then led the 
Jack of clubs, no doubt hoping to 
create two entries to the dummy. 
However, East held off. and the 
consequence was that South was 
never able to gain entry for the 
spade finesse. He lost control 
and finished four down. 

This would not have been so 
disastrous had East- West at the 
other table managed to finish in 
.^NT. East opened fourth in hand 
with One Club, South bid Two 
Clubs, showing length in the ma- 
jors. and West bid Tiaxi Dia- 
monds. .After I'wo Spades by 
North, East could hardly expect 
to play in no trumps and in prac- 
tice advanced to Five Diamonds, 
which had to go one down after a 
spade lead. 


1983. Jnn Timman, the Dutch world' 
title candidate, brought ofTa surprise 
finish with his next move as While in 
this diagram. His Danish opponent 
stared at the position, then toppled his 
king, slopped the clock, shook hands 
and .signed the scoresheel to confirm 
resignation. It took the spectators a. 
good deal longer to find out why Black 
had to give up in such an apparently 
harmless situation. 


^ What did While play, and what did. 

, Timman (Holland) v Morienscn (Den- Black sec which made him give up at 
mark), European team final, Plovdiv once? 


TARGET 
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Word Game 


How many words of four letters or 
i^re can you make from the letters 
shown here? In making a word, 
Mch letter may be used once only. 

Each word must contain the 
Isrge letter, and there must be at 


N I X 

U Ki E 

C Ol R 


least one nine-letter word in the list. 
No plurals; no foreign words; no 
proper names. TODAY'S TAR- 
GET: 35 words, good; 43 words, 
very good; 5 1 wprds, excellent. 



ADROSI 

1 b.iaur «iiU) « Kii-l*. 
I W'l .niftginei> 

7 piiroibiir 
,1 ShHIfu fnitt 
■0 gl’l|i(d •niRik, 

14 Hoyn nitnr 

II B#ri-np Mn-diii. 'i 


DOWN 

I Nbi i.jllil 
I ri -II'* 

4 Diert 

t aiiMd lube. 

Iliri* .- I'huVe 

I I Pciiiid nuwiile 

9 Pud iAiili 
13 Hr,|,li"iHl 


ALL SOLUTIONS ON P 30 


rv.-- 


Use the same diagram 
tic or the Easy puzzie. 


either 


Cryp> 




GAl 35 


trophy. (81 

Itit liquid poure 

nearly d'l Rone (6) 
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mypm puzzle 

A9R089 

8 Whore to oat out cS town, on 
the way homo lO) 

10 The recordo go on the wall 

12 ono'a namo to arouso 
one? (4) 

13 Liver cooked -by a -woman (8) 

14 Think that Is imun having o 
drtnk Inside (7) 

15 Oel'i-mate? (8-6) 

17 Retrievers are forceful and 
energetic (2-7) 

11 The pupil Is the one 4X)4nited 

Oit (7) • 


20 Bight ait four, ore about to 
get -there (6) 

21 Left the face out. oa is th* 
mtentioD (4) 

24 Ooea back over one's mla- 
fortunes (B) 

20 Going Co -the vehicle quickly, 
to giA proteotlve- cover (8) 

21 See that half arc unnv3l.lag (4) 

20 When the man returns, emne 

leave, 

31 A -prim pereon won't half be 
cautlouer (7)- 

34 Expensee stay-aUiomes don't 
have? (9) 

30 How you pau -tihe Ume when 
abroad? (B, 4) 

33 More worried about the mat- 
erial returned by die Mgwig 

30 iaii, having come back, wa* 
flrK to be caughit (6i 

40 Knock, in tlie report (4i 

41 Before 1 put In the 'liqueur (B) 

42 Strands In Italvi (O) 

DOim 

1 Ue'a mad to get a shot at the 


4 Complain about the men 
standing In ehe roar (6> 

6 The rest, worried, called in 
•an outsider I8l 

6 With aunruner here, that's 
clear (8, 4) 

7 Oiiango 'ISie spear Brase (7) 

8 Say now good the stewed 

S ears I tuck into ore <6i 
ountryman Pat ann Bean 
have gone off with (71 
10 Do -7011 have to catch one to 
eat It? 481 

10 Right after the girl suinda \id 
turn away (A) 

40 WJien buck gete on the 
anltnal (31 

32 Figure the rulo will b* 
changed, about money lAi 

23 Wood is smart (6i 
26 'Wlwt the fact that you've boi 
behind Is? (8, b) 

26 Will It accominoJate i;n to n 
hundred- at night? (Si 
27 'In the end It is very wldr- 

K read (8. 4) 

I’s missing the runner 
beaus: stand by (6) 

31 Tbe Aral man Is really earli 
(8k 

32 What to do If the Arst hear- 
ing doesn't succeed? (S, A> 

S3 After swallowing the mineral. 

And it's Che least good )7> 

35 Albout to secure a quotation 
for the recording (8) 

SB Although It's about a pound 
a game (8) 

97 I am In a rage, it eippears (6> 

‘EiAiS'Y PUZZLE 


poured out in 


3 A sweet cow ia what it m'ghl 
be looking at 48) 


i Finishes off (0) 
Firearm (8) 

12 Impulse 14) 

13 Season (6) 

U Unaffected (7) 

16 Claim (9) 


121 122 


17 Encortalnineiu (91 

18 Dodging (7) 

20 Mllltory engage- 
ment r6) 

21 Small ohimney 

24 ^ad 4B> ^ 

26 Reverie (8) 

28 Offers (4) 

28 Laud (0) 

31 Disperse (7) 

34 Provider of news 

36 ilAltavy parade 
16, 4) 

38 Waa lyrical (7) 

30 aovernlng (0i 

3 0 Good <41 
1 R(^l daughter 

42 i^eea victory (9| 
DOWN 
1 Precise (8i 
2 Pictures f6) 
a Halting (8i 
4 Attribute (6) 
g Boastful type (B) 
6 At lost (10) 

7 Pmtse Insincerely 

g ^Mnoral carriage 

18 Revise (B) 

20 Furniture Item (3) 
22 Smallest 46) 

23 Sermonise (a) 

28 Bdenaced (Ibi 
26 Owing (81 
27 Ounpel'lecf (7) 

S O Bobby (B) 

1 Unfamiliar pereon 
18) 

32 Came back (8) 

S3 Bickering (1i 

J 6 Time to cmne t8i 

8 ^te (8) 

37 Seem (6j 


SPORTING SAM by Reg Wootton 































